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From the Central Council 

President  
The two member forums have 
taken place and were very well 
attended. The feedback from 
members who were able to attend 
has been positive and the 
discussion outcomes are now 
being collated. After this process 
is complete, reports will be 

prepared and sent to all conferences. 
 
I would encourage members who were unable to 
attend to read these summaries and engage in 
discussion with those who were able to attend. 
There were many suggestions put forward at these 
days, which I feel, will provide opportunities for 
discussion and possible alternative ways for us to 
operate in our local communities.  

 
As I said on the days of the forums, I know there are 
those among our membership, who are skeptical, 
and believe these gatherings will achieve nothing. In 
saying that though, I do believe that those who 
attended found them worthwhile and that good 
things will come from a collegial participation.  
 
On the forum days I encouraged those in attendance, 
to conduct their discussions with an eye to the 
future. I trust that the discussions that follow, at a 
conference level, also look to the future with hope. 
That they will provide us with ideas that will help 
us gain new members and give us strategies to 
discuss and engage our conferences and also provide 
ideas for future pathways for the Society and our 
Conferences.  

 
As Vincentians we are all doing tremendous work in 
our communities, yet we recognise that we face 
challenges as the Society moves forward, but are 
open to trialling new and innovative practices in our 
conferences? 

  

My invitation to you is to discuss the summaries; 
especially those you feel are especially relevant to 
your conference and local community. 

 
I hope you find the follow up activities and 
discussions worthwhile and you are inspired by the 
discussions. 

 
Once again I would like to thank those who were 
able to attend the forums for your willingness to 
share your stories and ideas. 

 
Keep up the good works. 

- Maurie Ryan 

From the Central Council 
Executive Officer  

The first half of 2016 has certainly been busy, with a 
few major projects having taken place. I was 
delighted to have the opportunity to attend and hear 
the views of our members at the two member 
forums, held in Bathurst and Dubbo. It was a 
wonderful opportunity to see so many people in 
attendance and to hear so many ideas coming 
forward about how the Society operates and what 
we can do to support our local communities even 
better.  
 
Also during April we rolled out the new Connect 
Point of Sale system in our retail centres, which has 
seen our centre volunteers rise to the challenge and 
take on the new system with gusto! 
 
Finally, our Warehouse is starting to be able to fill 
orders from centres for shop stock and consumables, 
thanks to the hard work of our Warehouse 
volunteers who have been sorting, categorising and 
hanging stock frantically since the beginning of the 
year. It is lovely to see the Warehouse starting to 
function as envisaged and operating to enhance the 
stock available in our centres. 

- Ellen Sharp 
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Bathurst forum 

 
 
 
 
 

Members from all Evans conferences attended the 

Bathurst Forum. All responded positively and 

contributed ideas to the discussions. Looking 

forward to the shared follow up of where to from 

here! 

 

 

 
Front seat L to R: Sr Therese Patterson, Pat 
Wilkinson, Back seat L to R: Gloria Cooper, Sr 
Christina Aitkins, Sharon Christian. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dubbo forum 

 

Wellington Members – Back row: Mike Williams, 
Peter Duffy, Michael Brien, Ken Hayes; Front row: 
Rosita Forsyth, Rhonda Hayes & Pauline Horne. 
 

Dubbo Members - Back row: Ian Wray, Michael 
Slack-Smith, Brian Quade; Front row: Deanna 
Quade, Judith Lordan & Sr Maria Murphy. 
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Internal Communication 

from the State President, 

Denis Walsh 

St Vincent de Paul Society NSW appoints new 

CEO as part of new operational model  

The St Vincent de Paul Society NSW is very proud 
of its history in giving people in need a “hand up”. 
We do this through having dedicated and 
passionate members, volunteers and employees 
working in line with our mission and vision.  

As the Society looks towards future capacity 
building, innovation and operational excellence, we 
have decided to implement a new operational model 
that will better suit the organisation as it prepares 
for the future and builds towards being an 
outstanding leader in the not-for-profit sector. This 
will ultimately lead to being more effective in 
breaking the cycle of disadvantage for people in 
need. 

With this in mind we would like to announce that 
we have a new senior executive leadership team: 

The Society has appointed Mr Jack de Groot as its 
new Chief Executive Officer for NSW.  Mr de Groot 
will commence in his new role on 1 August 2016. 

Mr de Groot is an experienced senior executive in 
the not-for-profit sector and is currently a senior 
executive with one of Australia’s largest not-for-
profit providers of health and aged care services.  

Prior to this Mr de Groot was the Australian based 
CEO for Caritas, one of the world’s largest social 
services and community development organisations, 
where he was responsible for executive leadership in 
seven countries.  

Ms Dianne Lucas who has been acting CEO during 
the search period for the new CEO will continue in 
that role until 1 August 2016. Ms Lucas has also been  

 

 

promoted to a new executive position where she 
will be managing the operational functions of the 
Society. In this new role Ms Lucas will be 
responsible for the operations and management of 
all State Council Special Works including Support 
Services and the new Local Area Coordination 
Program for Disability Services. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Dianne for her continued effort and commitment on 
behalf of the Society. 

We look forward to welcoming Mr de Groot as our 
new CEO and Ms Dianne Lucas in her new 
operational management role. These two 
appointments will not only see us in a much 
stronger position to build our capacity and service 
delivery but also strengthen our capacity to aspire to 
live the Gospel message by serving Christ in the 
poor with love, respect, justice and joy, and by 
working to shape a more just and compassionate 
Society. 

Denis Walsh 

President 

NSW State Council and Chair of the Board 

 

 

 

Want to get to the bottom of some of 
the social problems you see every day? 

Feel like you could make a difference? 

We are looking for social justice 
representatives in each conference and 

region. 

Contact Gail – 6362 2565 
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Evans Region 
Lithgow - Life Membership badges and 
Appreciation certificates were presented to St 
Patrick’s Conference Members Terry Fitzpatrick 
and Don Clarke at the December 2015, Christmas 
Luncheon. This presentation recognised how 
tirelessly Terry and Don have worked for the St 
Vincent de Paul Society in Lithgow, in numerous 
roles, since the 1960’s.  
 

 
L to R: Terry Fitzpatrick, Don Clarke & Gary 

Marshall 

 

 

Wallerawang 

Members of Sacred Heart Conference - packing 

Christmas Hampers for delivery throughout their 

town. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Festival Fun Day 
A busy day was enjoyed by all who attended the 
Bathurst Community Fun Day on Saturday, 21st 
May. The Day is a participatory information 
opportunity for families to learn about the varied 
free and commercial services available in town, and 
each stand offered free activities, games, 
demonstrations and entertainment for children. 
St Therese Conference made available to children a 
large outdoor chess set, two guessing competitions 
and giveaways of toys, fruit and information and also 
seeing each other in an informal setting. 
 

 
Bathurst Festival Fun Day 
 

Portland – Special Works 

An Easter luncheon was held at the Mary O’Leary 

Centre for the elderly and residents of the 

Wallerawang Group Homes. A lovely day was had 

by all.  

 
Best wishes 
Best wishes go to Edith Rout (past President of 
Assumption Conference and also member of St 
Therese Conference Bathurst) on her recent 
retirement and also to Sr Therese Patterson rsj 
(Spiritual Advisor) for the Evans Regional Council 
and member of St Vincent’s Conference Portland on 
her upcoming knee operation in May.  
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Orange Region  
Canowindra  
Australia Day Celebrations  

The Volunteers and Members of the Canowindra 
Centre were honored this Australia Day with a 
Community Award. They were extremely surprised 
by the nomination and thrilled to win. Central 
Council President Maurie Ryan attended the event. 
A great day was had by all. 

 
 

 
L to R: Maurie Ryan-Central Council President, 
Pam Dunford-Centre President & Deb Rutter-
Conference President. 
 

 
 
Group photo – Volunteers and Members 
 
 

 

OUR Gal – Pamela Dunford 
published -  Canowindra Pheonix - 11 Feb2016 
 
How long have you lived in or around 
Canowindra? I have lived here for 36 years. My 
husband Tom and I bought the Canowindra Bottle 
Shop which we ran for 10 years then purchased a 
farm before finally moving into town. 
 

Where do you work? I work as a volunteer at the 
Craft Shop and am President of the Vinnies Centre 
in Canowindra. 
 

What do you love most about working at 
Vinnies? I love helping people and I love the 
companionship this gives me. They are a pretty good 
mob and it gives me something to do.  
 

How do you start your day? Get up, have a shower, 
then head to work.  
 

What do you do in your spare time? Visit family 
and friends in Forbes, as this is where I grew up. I 
have 6 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren.  
 

How do you like your coffee? Milk and sugar. 
 

What makes your day? The company I keep with 
the wonderful ladies that I work with. 
 
 

 
Volunteer: Pam Dunford 
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Orange - James Sheahan students’ - 
egg-cellent effort 

James Sheahan Catholic High School students have 
given an extra holiday sweetener to children who 
access the Vinnies Van or attend Bowen Public 
School. In the lead-up to Easter, students brought in 
a range of Easter eggs and chocolate rabbits to be 
distributed by the St Vincent de Paul Vinnies Van 
volunteers. James Sheahan  SRC students organised 
the donation drive, and SRC co-ordinator Winston 
West said 550 chocolate eggs were brought in by 
students from across the school. “This is the third 
year now they have done the Easter drive,” Mr West 
said. “I guess as a school that does quite a lot of 
fundraising for the local community they thought  
Easter time was a good time to give back to people 
in the community that [could be] less fortunate and 
instead of donating money to give chocolate, 
especially to people who need a little bit of cheering 
up over Easter.” Among those applauding the 
students’ generosity was Vinnies Van volunteer 
Rosie Frecklington who said six baskets of eggs 
were donated. Volunteers even had enough eggs to 
give out to pensioners and retirees at the Friday cafe. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Every child at Bowen school received an Easter egg, 
there were just so many eggs ... we have always 
shared our eggs with Bowen,” Mrs Frecklington 
said. “James Sheahan donate the Easter eggs at 
Easter time and they also donate [presents] at 
Christmas.” 
First published Midstate Observer, Orange 
 
07 Apr 2016, by Tanya Marschke 
 

 Blayney - St James Conference 
 

Peter Happ has decided to stand down from his 
position as the St James Conference President, due 
to ill health. We thank Peter for his professionalism 
and dedication as the President and wish him well. 
Peter will still remain a valued member of the 
Conference. The new role of President will now be 
filled by Peter Sutton. Peter has held this role 
previously and will continue to do an amazing job, 
not only as the President but as a loyal Conference 
Member.   
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Cudgegong Region  
Mudgee 
Mini Vinnies - Commissioning Mass 

A Commissioning Mass was held on Sunday, 6th 
March for Mini Vinnies students from St Matthew’s 
School in Mudgee. This was the students first 
Commissioning and by all accounts was a great 
success. Students, Parents & Parishioners enjoyed a 
very welcome cup of tea following the Mass. Mini 
Vinnies has been operating in Mudgee for two years.  
Brigid Carrigan who is the Teacher-in-Charge has 
been doing a fantastic job with the students. 
Parents were invited to pin the blessed Mini Vinnies 
badges on their children.   
 

 
 
 

Newly commissioned Mini Vinnies students  

Mudgee Centre training pilot 
The Mudgee Centre was closed last week as part of 
an intensive volunteer training pilot that is being 
trialed in Bathurst Central Council.  
 
The concept is to deliver training in a concentrated 

block to all centre 
volunteers on their usual 
volunteering days (as much 
as possible) and in groups of 
people who usually work 
together. The centre was 
closed for the week in order 
to make this possible, and to 
allow volunteers to focus on 
the training that was being 
provided.  

 
The training covered a large number of areas - right 
from basic principles such as 
what it means to be a 
Society volunteer and the 
Code of Conduct, through to 
customer service, roles and 
responsibilities within the 
centre, working together as 
a team, pricing structure and 
strategy, and visual 
merchandising (ie. shop 
layout).  
 
As part of the training, and while the centre was 
closed, the opportunity was taken to re-lay the shop 
floor and to provide some examples of visual 
merchandising at work. 
 
Our thanks go to all the centre volunteers who 

participated in the 
training initiative, and 
who provided their 
valuable feedback. We 
can now make any 
necessary changes to the 
program before we take 
it to other centres. 
 
We think you will agree 
that the shop looks 
fabulous! 
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Commissioning Mass  
Maurie Ryan – President 
Bathurst Central Council 
 

The Commissioning ceremony for Maurie Ryan was 
held on Saturday, 30th April at St Mary’s Church 
Orange, within the 5pm service. Society members in 
attendance were: the new NSW State President   
Denis Walsh, State Vice President Bev Kerr, Wagga 
Wagga Central Council President Don Jones, 
Orange Regional President Jill Messenger, Evans 
Regional President Christine O’Mahony, past 
Central Council President Bob Lulham, Holy Family 
Conference President Errol McCann, Members of 
the three Orange Conferences, Central Council 
Executive Officer Ellen Sharp and Central Council 
Office Staff. The event was enjoyed by all.  
 

 
 
L to R: Denis Walsh, Maurie Ryan & Fr Garry McKeown 
 

 
 
Back row: Errol McCann, Graham Higham (Senior 
Finance Officer-CC office), Denis Walsh, Maurie & 
Bronwyn Ryan, Gail Gilbert (Member & Volunteer 
Support Officer CC office); Front row: Ros Brander 
(member Holy Family Conference Orange), Jill 
Messenger, Dudley Brander (member Holy Family 
Conference), Christine O’Mahony & Bob Lulham. 

 

Winter Appeal 

The Winter Appeal is currently running right across 
NSW. All Conference Presidents and Centre leaders 
should by now have received their Winter Appeal 
materials.  
 
Please check to ensure that posters are up in each 
centre, and for all volunteers working on the counter 
– please take the opportunity to ask if your 
customers would like to make a donation to the 
Winter Appeal. 
 
Let’s make 2016 a fantastic year for the Winter 
Appeal! 
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Spotlight on……….. Portland 

Easter Festival 

The Wallerawang and Portland Conferences 
combined to man a stall at the Annual Easter 
festival. 

The Annual Event is held each year in Portland by 
the Combined Churches and attracts around 500 
people. It is a wonderful activity to express the 
importance of Easter and proved a day full of free 
entertainment, refreshments, food and games for the 
children.  

The Conferences were pleased to be part of it, 
handing out giveaway items such as, Pens, 
Wristbands, Notepads and Balloons, along with 
information on the work of the Society, which was 
well received and accepted by those present.  

Our thanks must go to the Orange & State Support 
offices for their support in providing the material 
items.  

Photo below: John Kearns (Portland Conference 
President) & Christine O’Mahony (Evans Regional 
President).  

 

Photo above: Ron Murphy (Wallerawang 
Conference President) and Christine O’Mahony 
(Evans Regional President and Wallerawang 
Conference member).  

St Vincent’s Conference 90 year 
Anniversary Mass & Luncheon 

St Vincent’s Conference commemorated their 90 
year anniversary of Vincentian Mission on Sunday, 
15 May, with a Mass and Luncheon. The mass was 
celebrated by Fr Owen Gibbons. Following the mass 
around 50 people attended the luncheon, which was 
held at the Portland RSL Sport and Recreation Club. 
During the festivities, current Conference Members 
were presented with Years of Service badges. A big 
thank you must go to John Kearns (Conference 
President) and all his helpers for their tireless efforts 
in making the day such a wonderful success. 

 

L to R: Christine O’Mahony, John Kearns, Maurie 
Ryan and Fr Owen Gibbons 
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Statistical Collection Program 
All Conferences are now up and running using the 
HandUp 2.0 Statistical Collection program. The first 
quarter statistics were submitted on at the 
beginning of May, and it is a great pleasure to be 
able to report that the data submitted by most 
Conferences was free from errors.  
 
Now that most Conferences are familiar with the 
program, we can turn our attention to some 
adjustments that may improve the system for the 
particular needs of our Conferences. 
 
We have received some feedback from Conferences 
on what they would like to see with the program, as 
well as some glitches that are still present. We will 
be gathering a small group of interested parties 
together in June to review the program and agree on 
any necessary updates. If you are interested in being 
part of this group, please provide your details to 
Ellen Sharp either by telephoning the office (6362 
2565) or by emailing ellen.sharp@vinnies.org.au by 
Friday, 10th June, 2016. 

 

Office News  
WHS & Property Co-Ordinator 
Dave Rumble has commenced in the role of WHS & 
Property Co-Ordinator, in February, 2016. Many of 
you will have already met Dave as he has made his 
way across the Diocese looking at needs and 
priorities for improving our property and buildings, 
and assisting with our WH&S needs.  
 
Warehouse Supervisor 
Melissa Stewart has been appointed to the position 
of Warehouse Supervisor. 
 
Projects Officer 
Just prior to Easter, Laura Wood tendered her 
resignation from the Projects Officer role. The role 
was re-advertised and Denise Martin commenced in 
the role last week. 
 

Junior Administration Assistant 
In mid-February, Kayla Webb’s traineeship 
concluded and she has commenced university at 
CSU Bathurst, studying journalism. At the 
beginning of March, Emily Holmes commenced in 
the role of Junior Administration Assistant (trainee) 
in Kayla’s stead, again for a period of 12 months.  
 

A farewell message from Kayla: 
 
To all my beautiful friends that I have made during my 
traineeship with the Society, Yes, I am still sitting in front of a 
computer but rather at Bathurst’s Charles Sturt University, 
instead of the Dio Office. 
 

I consider the St Vincent de Paul Society to be a family, one 
that I will be forever blessed to have been a part of and will 
always remember. How lucky am I to be able to say, that along 
my journey, I was part of one of the most worthy organisations 
there is. 
 

I would like to thank each and every Volunteer and Member 
that I have spoken with on the phone or had the opportunity to 
meet in person, for being such a pleasure to correspond with. I 
wish you all the very best and hope to keep in touch. 
 
Regards Kayla 
 

Upcoming Events 
Orange - A Mini Vinnies Commissioning Mass will 
be held for students from Catherine McAuley 
Primary School on Sunday 19th June at St Mary’s 
Church (within the normal 9.30am Mass).  
 

Requests for prayers 
Rhonda Hayes, Peter Sutton, Peter Happ, Jane 
Smith, Maryellen Flynn, Colleen Watson, Pat 
Frecklington & Cindy Potts.  

 

In Memorium 
Ron Allen, Mary Kearns, Brett Smith, John Shipley, 
Charles Horne, Christine Goodwin, Joyce Gallagher, 
Betty Rayner & Tom Payne. 
 


