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Stage 1

ROTARY MEETS ROSALIE HOUSE
In May 2015 the Rotary Club from Darling Harbour offered to organise
a ‘make over’ of Rosalie House, a Sydney Archdiocese transitional
accommodation service for single women over the age of 45 years
who have experienced domestic/family violence.
Through the generosity of Andrew Kelly
and many volunteers, this make over was
completed in two stages.
Stage one (August 2015): the entire
interior of the building was painted with
the residents being able to choose the
colours. Improvements were also made to
the outdoor area with the gardens being
stripped, new plants supplied and planter
boxes painted.

Stage two (June, 2016): the kitchen was
refurbished with new lino floorings and a
new stove, range hood, dishwasher and
microwave installed.
What a great difference this has made to
the house and the residents! We are very
grateful for the generosity and the great
work that the Rotary Club contributed to
Rosalie House.
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HOW CAN WE EMULATE
ST VINCENT DE PAUL
As September 27 was the Feast
Day of our Patron Saint, St Vincent
de Paul, it is worth reflecting on his
life and times. In the biography titled
“St Vincent de Paul” by M.V.
Woodgate, he writes as follows:
“Few saints of the Church have had
lives of greater drama than that which
fell to the lot of St Vincent de Paul.
Born in France in 1581 of fine peasant
stock, his excellent intelligence
marked him out as destined for an
assured and successful future. Then
his capture by pirates off the Tunisian
coast put an end to all the ambition
which was strong in him. Sensitive
and impressionable, his years of
slavery left an indelible mark on him,
and when he managed to escape
and started to live in Paris, little
worldliness remained in him.
Vincent was just a very poor young
priest in whom nobody took any
interest. But gradually this was
changed. He was well past middle
age however, before he really started
on the great works which were to
make him known all over Paris and
beyond it. He was the tender, loving
friend of the poor, the suffering, the
oppressed, foundlings, galley-slaves
and the numberless refugees who
came crowding into Paris from a
perpetually war-swept country. He
was a reformer of the clergy and a
defender of the Church. His Company
of Mission Priests and his Sisters of
Charity still carry on the work which
came to be his life.”
The challenge is for us to emulate the
approach of St Vincent de Paul when
dealing with those we assist by always
ensuring we treat them with dignity and
respect regardless of colour or creed.
Throughout Anti-Poverty Week which
commenced on 16 October 2016, the
Society focused on Homelessness
and launched their “Right to Home”
petition whereby we asked the State
and Federal Governments to legislate
for a 15% target of all new buildings to
be set aside for Social and Affordable
Housing. During this week we also held
the Annual Rosalie Rendu Lecture.
Tony Corkeron
Sydney Archdiocese
Central Council
President
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MARY MACKILLOP OUTREACH OLYMPICS
Mary MacKillop Outreach
was thrilled to hold their first
Olympic event at their new
facility at Haberfield and can
proudly say it was a wonderfully
successful day for all involved.
Staff and clients were privileged to be
joined by a group of volunteers from St
Brendan’s Primary School in Annandale
and these volunteers did a great job in
supporting both clients and staff.
There were about 25 regular clients
who attended the day and there was a
lot of excitement and buzz in the air.
Many conversations around the Rio

Olympics were sparked and all in
attendance were very intrigued at what
was on offer for the day.
A variety of physical, creative and
entertainment challenges were held
throughout the day with teams receiving
points from each challenge. The points
were then totalled and the winning team
announced during the closing ceremony.
Overall the day was full of laughs and fun,
and everyone is looking forward to the
next MMO Olympics in 2020.
Feedback from the school staff reflected
how much they had gained from the
volunteering opportunity and how
impressed they were with both the Centre
and the MMO team.

RECOGNITION FOR TRADIES
Karen Devins, Coordinator, and the
St George/Sutherland Community
Support Services team would like to
acknowledge the ongoing support of
Gymea Tradies Club for Amelie House,
a crisis accommodation service for women
and children in the Sutherland Shire.
The Club is a strong supporter of
community groups and earlier this year,
with $10,000 to donate to a local charity,
they involved their staff in the selection
process. During a team building day staff
were presented with information about
four local charities and how they would
use the funds if successful.

Our proposal was to use the funds to
provide outings for the families residing
at Amelie House as well as exit packages,
including white goods and furniture,
for when they are establishing their new
home. To our delight the team chose
to support our proposal and many
families have benefited already from
the generosity of the Club.
Thank you Tradies, you are helping to
make a difference in your local community!

OUR WISH LIST
Sydney Archdiocese Community
Support Centres provide a range
of support to people including:
• Financial and material assistance,
including emergency relief
• Social support
• Advice and referrals
In order to meet the material and
social needs of the people they
assist, these Centres rely on
donations from the community and
would greatly appreciate:
✓✓ Nappies ranging from
Newborn to Walker
✓✓ Baby wipes
✓✓ Baby formula
✓✓ Gifts cards
✓✓ Movie vouchers
✓✓ iTunes vouchers
✓✓ Magazines
✓✓ Bed sheets

Please drop-off items to your local
Community Support Centre or to
32–36 Hampstead Rd, Auburn, or
call Kaye Palmano on 02 9532 3125
for further information.
Thank you for your generous support!

MAKE YOUR
DONATIONS COUNT

NITE UNDER THE STARS 2016
On Friday 5th August staff from St Vincent De Paul Society Liverpool
Men’s Centre and a range of other service providers in the area
attended the annual Liverpool community sleepout to help raise
awareness about homelessness as well as funds to assist local
agencies support those who find themselves without adequate shelter.
The event was well attended with over
150 people coming along for the evening
which included activities for children such
as face painting.
Nofa Winterstein, Senior Team Leader
at the Liverpool Men’s Centre, and
Phillip Watson, Outreach Worker,
collaborated with the other members
of the Nite under the Stars committee
to put on a well organised event after
many months of planning.
Uncle Steve, a local Aboriginal Elder,
opened the event with a smoking
ceremony and this was followed by
performances from a number of local

dance and musical groups. We were
entertained late into the night with music
provided by a talented DJ. One aspect
of the evening that really impacted on
those who attended was the story wall
where people bravely told their stories
of what it felt like to be homeless. While
these stories were often heartbreaking
it was uplifting to hear about the changes
they had made to their lives with the
support of staff from Liverpool Men’s
Centre and St Jude’s Centre, Bankstown.
Thank you to all involved and we look
forward to seeing you next year for a
‘Nite under the Stars’.

Our Vinnies Centres are always
looking for donations of good
quality resalable clothes, books
and bric-a-brac.
Profits from our retail centres
are used to fund crucial services
and programs that help people
experiencing hardship in the local
community.
For legal, health and safety
reasons, we are unable to accept
gym equipment, bicycles and
scooters, baby equipment including
cots, prams and safety seats and
medical equipment.
Please make your
donations count.
If in doubt, call
your local Vinnies
shop by finding
them on the website:
vinnies.org.au/shops
Alternatively you can
call 02 9350 9660.
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WHY VINNIES?
Madeline Bullock, Sydney Youth
Conference member, had this to
say about Vinnies:
“My school had a Mini Vinnies
program that I was very involved
in. It was from this first Vinnies
program that I developed my love
of helping others, particularly
through my volunteering that
carried on both into high school
and university. I think it’s so
wonderful that primary school
children are given the opportunity
to be involved in volunteering as
it opens their eyes to the wider
world and develops their sense
of compassion that carries on
into the rest of their life.”
If you’d like to be like Madeline
and get involved, or would like
further information, please call
Kaye Palmano on 02 9532 3125
or email kayep@sydneyvinnies.org.

SHOPS NEED YOU!
With 43 shops located within
Sydney Archdiocese, there are
times when we need help with
offering a hand up to those who
are experiencing hardship.

MINI VINNIES GATHERING
Students and teachers from 28 primary schools across Sydney
recently attended the 2016 Mini Vinnies Gathering.
Australian Catholic University, Strathfield
Campus, generously donated their
premises as the venue and speakers from
Mary MacKillop Outreach at Haberfield,
Sydney Vinnies Van Services, SPARK and
the Sydney Archdiocese Young Adults
team facilitated engaging workshops.
The theme of the day, “The Good
Samaritan”, encouraged all participants
to question the contemporary
understanding of this parable and to
practice the social justice principles
of “see, think, do” in their own lives.

“By connecting their beliefs
and values with current issues
in their community and practical
volunteering activities, students
can help make their faith real,
meaningful and relevant. Being
involved in Mini Vinnies also
develops leadership skills,
enables students to learn about
issues in their community and
discover their ability to make
a difference in the world.”

If you are aged over 16 years of
age we encourage you to get
in touch with your local Vinnies
store to see if they are looking for
volunteers. Vinnies is your number
one destination for affordable and
pre-loved items. Everything you buy
or donate inspires change in your
local community.
To get involved or for further
information, please call Kaye
Palmano on 02 9532 3125 or
email kayep@sydneyvinnies.org.

Mary Musolino, Schools Liaison Officer

* To protect the privacy of the people in these stories, we have changed their
names and used models in photography.
This newsletter is produced with the generous support of Ckaos (design)
and Cosmo Print (print).
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PLEASE SUPPORT
VINNIES AND HELP
TO REBUILD LIVES

DONATION FORM

YES, I WANT TO HELP
PEOPLE EXPERIENCING
DISADVANTAGE HAVE
BETTER LIVES
(All donations are tax deductible)

My details
Title:

First name:

Surname:
Address:

Suburb:
State:

Postcode:

Phone (home/work/mobile):

Email:

One-off gift
$50

$80

$200

$1,000 Other $

Cheque
(Made payable to St Vincent de Paul Society NSW, Sydney Central Council)

MasterCard

Visa

Card No:

Name on Card:
Expiry Date:

/

Signature:
 lease send me information on remembering
P
Vinnies in my Will
Please send to:
Sydney Communications Officer
St Vincent de Paul Society NSW
Sydney Archdiocese Central Council
PO Box 266
Auburn NSW 1835
T: 02 9350 9600
F: 02 9748 1676
E: kayej@sydneyvinnies.org
W: vinnies.org.au
ABN: 91 161 127 340

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

