
 

 

 

We set out to deliver our  

Mission this year, as an     

organisation that aspires to 

live the Gospel`s message, by 

serving Christ in the poor with 

love, respect, justice, hope, 

joy and by working to shape a 

more just and compassionate 

society.  We do this so that 

we can achieve our aspiration 

of an Australia transformed by 

compassion and built on justice.   Once again I ask for your 

time, support, skills, patience and common sense in your 

work for Our Society and offer every member and volunteer 

in the Wilcannia Forbes Central Council a number of     

challenges for 2016: 

 Introduce a friend, relative, neighbour, or member of 

the public to what the St Vincent de Paul Society 

achieves in your community; 

 Examine the particular job you do for your Centre or 

Conference, and ask yourself: 

 * “Can I improve in the delivery of that work and 

 am I a team player?” 

 * “Am I being used to my full potential? Would I be 

 prepared to volunteer and accept a management 

 or leadership role in the St Vincent de Paul Society 

 in my community?”  

 * We talk about sharing our time and talents with 

 those we assist and not be judgemental and treat 

 all those we help as: “Christ’s special unique    

 individuals.”  We need to ensure we are not    

 suspicious or judgemental and are welcoming to 

 those who offer their time and talents to the    

 Society as a volunteer; 

 * That we always base our decisions on facts and 

 not opinions; 

When you are employed in your Vinnies work please think 

about and implement the ideas of the thirteen words we 

discussed in our Back to Basics sessions: Listen,            

Communication, Recognition, Support, Tell, Sell,          

Participate, Delegate, Situation, Mission, Execution,     

Administration, and Command.   

To be a successful Vincentian we must be a friend and  

confidant to our colleagues and those we assist. This year 

can we all work towards developing a relationship of   

openness and collaboration with all our team mates.  We 

always need to be open to change to finding better ways of 

helping people in need.   
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 A Message from our Central Council President... 

Christmas Celebrations in Wilcannia Forbes 

It was wonderful to see our members and volunteers    

joining together to celebrate the Christmas season and to 

reflect on all they had achieved in 2015. See pages 4 and 5 

for more news and photos of these festivities. 

We are about God`s work amongst God`s people.  Each 

Vincentian, old or new, has a contribution to make to this 

vocation.  As we are all equal members of Our Society, it is 

our effort as a team that makes Vinnies the successful   

organisation it is today.  I am confident that with the    

contribution that you all make, as volunteers giving freely 

your time, talents, and enthusiasm, we will be able to cope 

successfully with the challenges we will encounter this 

year. 

“God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot 

change;                                                              

The courage to change the things I can, 

And the wisdom to know the difference.” 

                

God Bless 

Jim Rogers 

Broken Hill members and volunteers brave 42 degree heat 

for their Christmas party. 
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Centre News 
As this Newsletter is being distributed, all our centres with the exception of three, have reopened after having a break for 
Christmas and New Year.  For many centres the closure is short as they take the opportunity to capture the influx of tourists 
during the holiday season in their respective communities.   
 

As with all Centres, the inundation of stock is huge at this time of the year, most of it being good quality, but unfortunately 
there is a small percentage of donors who consider we are the dumping ground for ‘rubbish’.  Whilst this is frustrating, we are 
very grateful for the  good quality donations received  and continue to promote the products we are able to accept.   
 

Overall our Centres are performing well above budget and the previous financial year in both Sales and Surplus. This is an  
exceptional achievement, congratulations.  
 

Just prior to Christmas our Centre volunteers and Conference members joined together for an end of year social gathering, 
acknowledging and thanking them for  their  invaluable contribution to the Society as a whole.   Many Centres took the      
opportunity to present years of service badges to long serving volunteers.     
 

To all our volunteers and members who contribute so much of themselves to the Society,  may 2016 be filled with wonderful 
memories, good health and happiness.   
God Bless,  
 

Kay Toohey        Rhonda Keane 
Central Council Centres President         Central Council Retail Manager  

Risk Assessments and Work Health and Safety Consultations Sessions have now been held with all Centres and Conferences. 

The Safety Officer is now developing Action Plans for Centres and the Central Council Action Plan for projects covering the 

whole of Central Council.  Once Action Plans have been developed, further consultation will take place to ensure that the 

Centres and Conferences feel confident in undertaking the actions required of them.   Projects deemed too onerous will be 

coordinated by the Central Council Office. 

Our Central Council and the Society as a whole promote a ‘just culture’ within our workplaces. To achieve this we need to 

have effective consultation arrangements to ensure our ‘workers’ have and know the correct process should they have any 

concerns regarding Work Health and Safety.  Following consultation with all workgroups, and due to the expiration of the term 

of current Health and Safety Representatives (HSR), we will be calling for nominations for HSR’s in all 5 regions within our 

Central Council in February. Once new HSR’s are elected, a new Wilcannia Forbes Consultation Statement will be developed, 

approved by HSR’s and Central Council, signed off by our Central Council President and Executive Officer,  and installed on all 

WHS Notice Boards.   

May 2016 be a year full of good health and much safety as we all carry out our respective roles within the Society.    

Kelly Morgan, Executive Officer       Rhonda Keane, Safety Officer  

WH&S News 

Conference News: Broken Hill Conference Review Meeting 

This January, members of the 3 Conferences in Broken Hill met to review the work they have been 

doing and to discuss what they need to focus more on in the year ahead. This included: Wilcannia 

Forbes Action Plan, Spirituality, Social Justice, Recruitment, Special Celebrations/Feast Days,      

Visitation and the Conference Toolkit. Below are just some of the many activities and achievements 

of the Broken Hill Conferences in 2015: 

 Church Appeal for new members, resulting in the creation of a third Conference in Broken Hill. 

 Training sessions on Welcome Friend, Respectful Behaviour, Effective Visitation Stage1, Effective    
Visitation Stage 2,The Conference Visitation Toolkit, Conference Reporting tools, Work, Health and 

Safety, Back to Basics.  

 47 volunteers enjoyed a lunch as a thank you for all the work that they do throughout the year. 

 Graham West (National President) visited Broken Hill and met with members and volunteers. 

 Members participated in the Broken Hill Volunteers Expo to promote the activities of the Society in Broken Hill. 

 A Mass for the Feast of St Vincent de Paul was celebrated in the Centre Meeting Room followed by a BBQ lunch.  

 Two way correspondence made with twins in India and the Philippines. 

 A Vinnies float was one of the 61 floats that was entered in the Broken Hill Christmas pageant.  

 A Mass followed by Christmas Party was held the 18th December. 

 Local paper continues to publish all articles given to them and the local ABC has been doing regular news grabs. 

 Local parish kept informed about the works of our Society by regular inclusions in our parish bulletin of local statistics, logo 

explanation, what we do and how we can assist. 

We congratulate them on all that they have achieved and for taking the time to join together to hold this important review. 

 

Leo Woodman, 

BH Regional 

President 
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State Council has approved the awarding of Life Membership Awards to 15 of our very long standing and valuable members, 

who have at least 40 years of Service with the Society. The awards were presented to the relevant Regional or Conference 

Presidents for them to present to the recipients at special events. We offer our congratulations to the following recipients of 

these Awards: 

Kay Ticehurst Condobolin 

Agnes Burns Condobolin 

Jill Broadley Condobolin 

Pat Ticehurst Condobolin 

Julia Ticehurst Condobolin 

John Costello Condobolin 

Mary Callil Parkes 

John Kearney Trundle 

Coral Dennis Trangie 

Gwen Bourchier Narromine 

Margaret Atley Deniliquin 

Ken Greaves Deniliquin 

Phil Mertz Barham 

Daryl Winkley Broken Hill 

Pat Leonard Broken Hill 

John Kearney, Kay Ticehurst, Pat Ticehurst, Agnes Burns 

Jim Rogers and Phil Mertz 

Margaret Atley and Ken Greaves 

Mary Callil 

Pat Leonard and Daryl Winkley 

Gwen Bourchier   

Coral Dennis with Conference President Garry Fitzgerald  
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Broken Hill: Volunteers and members in Broken Hill braved the      

excessive 42 degree heat to celebrate a Christmas mass in the meeting 

room followed by a Christmas party in the outside carport area. The 

meal was catered for by a local catering firm and it was enjoyed by all. 

Lois Ellis, Centre President thanked all volunteers for their help 

throughout the year and wished that everyone has a good break and 

return refreshed for next year. 
 

The Bishop Fox Memorial Meal Centre reported that they provided a 
special Christmas Meal to their clients. On leaving the meal the clients 
also received a Christmas card and a $15 voucher. For some of those 
clients, it would be the only gift they would have received for       
Christmas. This Special Work of NSW Support Services, provides a    
wonderful service to those in need in Broken Hill and served 4034 meals 
from July to December 2015. The Meal Centre volunteers also joined 
with the centre volunteers and Conference members for the lovely Christmas mass and lunch. 

 

Barham: Members and volunteers celebrated the  

Christmas season together with an enjoyable lunch    
outing on the “Wetlander” on the Gunbower Creek.   
Volunteers that couldn’t make it to this event joined 
together for lunch at the Centre on another day. 
 
 
        

The Wilcannia Forbes Central Council Members and staff met for their quarterly meeting in Cobar in November. They were 
pleased to see so many Cobar members and volunteers join them for a Christmas dinner where they shared a lovely meal and 
had many laughs with a “Secret Santa” game.  

 

The Broken Hill members entered a float in the Broken Hill Christmas Pageant. The streets were lined with several thousand 
people to watch the total of 61 floats travel the two kilometres in 40 degree heat. Several members of the St Peter and Paul 
conference and their Spiritual Director (Fr Simon) walked along with the float. The float was well received by the public with 
many people commenting that it was good to see Vinnies take an active role in city events. 
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     Forbes Christmas Hampers 
 
Forbes Conference supplied 165 Christmas hampers to a total of 330 
adults and 220 children on Christmas Eve. A number of schools and  
community groups donated food for the hampers including Bernadi’s 
IGA, Red Bend Catholic College, St Laurence’s Primary school, Forbes 
Public School, The Salvation Army, the Catholic Education Office,     
Eugowra Preschool and the Presbyterian Ladies. During the busy weeks 
leading up to Christmas, the members visited many families in need to 
see who would most benefit from a Christmas hamper. Each hamper was 
tailor made to suit the family and was accompanied by a Christmas card 
hand made by the children at St Laurence’s Primary school. 

Trangie: Volunteers and members celebrated Christmas  

together with Guest-of-Honour, Rev Fr Jordan Perry. Not the 
happiest of faces in this particular photo as they were waiting 
for their lunch! 

Balranald: Members and volunteers enjoyed a lovely    

Christmas dinner together at the Lake Paika restaurant. 

Twinning News 

Lightning Ridge Conference sent a lovely letter to their twin before Christmas. Their twin is in Indonesia and the letter was 

translated into Bahasa as well as the English version.  They wrote all about their Conference members, who they were, the 

work they carry out on behalf of St Vincent de Paul and also sent a map of “The Ridge” to show St Yusuf in Sleman Bay, the 

area where they live. 
 

Broken Hill OLPS Conference have also sent Christmas messages and 

stories of many of their good works over the Christmas period via 

email to their Holy Infant Conference twin in the Philippines. They 

told of their compiling and delivering of the Christmas hampers and 

their special Christmas mass and celebration via email. In return, also 

via email they received Christmas greetings and a picture of the Holy 

Infant Conference gathering at their Church at Christmas, as pictured.  
 

Parkes Centre raised $154.50 with a raffle during their Christmas  

party for their twin in Baguio City in the Philippines. This was sent 

with the regular quarterly payment of $80 in January and went as 

their annual Easter gift to them. 
 

Forbes Sacred Heart Conference also raised funds through a raffle 

over the last few months and have supported 3 Assist A Students. 

Nyngan Centre also held a raffle in their centre in December and the 

result was over $560 which has been sent to      

support 8 overseas students in the South East Asia 

area.  
 

Please see the comparison of funds paid in        

Wilcannia Forbes Central Council towards twinning,       

projects and AAS over the last few years in       

comparison to up to January 2016: 

 
Frances Scurfield 
Twinning Officer 

Paid to 2013/14 2014/15 2015/Jan 16 

Assist a student $4,170 $3,670 $2,800 

Easter gift $1,884 $1,843 $1,854.50 

Christmas gift $1,250 $1,700 $1,700 

Projects $400 Disas-
ter  Solomon  

Island 

$675      
Solomon 
Island 

$0.00 

Quarterly $80 
payments 

$6,460 $6,160 $4,540 

Total for year $13,764 $14,048 $11,397.79 

Rob Priest and Janet Blowes 
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Mini Vinnies Gathering in Parkes 

On 28th October 2015 the Mini Vinnies groups from Holy Family 

Primary School, Parkes, St Joseph’s Primary School, Condobolin 

and St Laurence’s Primary School, Forbes, all met for a Mini    

Vinnies Gathering at Holy Family, Parkes. This involved           

approximately 100 students and 15 teachers and St Vincent de 

Paul members and staff.  A Mini Vinnies Gathering is a day to meet 

other MV groups from other schools, to pray together for the 

needs of our community, to hear what other groups are doing and 

to get new ideas about what their MV group can do in the future.  

 

The event included workshops on topics such as homelessness, 

bullying, migrants and refugees, poverty and mental health. Other 

activities included presentations by the students on the work they 

have been doing, an interactive quiz and a viewing of the Forbes 

MV presentation prepared for the recent Social Justice           

Competition. Frances Scurfield was the keynote speaker and spoke 

about her Encounter Thailand experience. The day concluded with 

a liturgy led by Fr John Keeble with wonderful participation by all of the students. 

Youth News 

Presentation of Mini Vinnies Social Justice Competition Award 
In our last newsletter we announced the winner of the 2015 Mini Vinnies Social Justice Competition: St Michael’s Primary 
School Deniliquin. This was for their entry on the Syrian Refugee Crisis where they demonstrated the Mini Vinnies motto of 
“See, Think, Do”. A perpetual plaque and framed certificate were awarded to the students at a school assembly last         
December by Deniliquin Conference members Daphne Greaves and Alma Bergin. 
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               Social Justice News 

Since the resignation of the Society’s State President and the election of his replacement, Denis Walsh, the wheels at State 

Council have slowed down. But this will, no doubt, change with the beginning of a new year. The first State Social Justice 

meeting has been set down for January 23rd, which unfortunately, is the day prior to the blessing of the Holy Door for the 

Year of Mercy at Holy Family Parish Church, Parkes. 

The agenda for this meeting contains the Social Justice priorities, State and National, for 2016, the role description of the 

Social Justice Representatives at Regional and Conference level and arranging possible training in special areas. The State 

Council will continue to concentrate on “Housing and Refugees” this year. 

Arrangements to have a meeting of the Regional Social Justice Representatives are being discussed at present between 

Central Council Office and our Regional Presidents. It is hope to have the March Central Council and the Regional Social 

Justice meeting on the same weekend, that is, March 12th to 14th One of the difficulties with these arrangements is that we 

are asking busy people to give up their weekend to encourage them to become even busier. It is important that all the  

Regional Representatives get together to discuss the issues of the Central Council area and how to address them. 

Social Justice has always been part of the core work of the Society. Lately, one would be forgiven for thinking that it is a 

special work of the Society. It is special work but it is the work of all Vincentians.  To assist in having a clearer              

understanding of this, the three pillars of the work of the Society, “immediate assistance”, “a hand up” and “raise your 

voices” will be part of the agenda of our meeting. Depending on the time frame, it is hoped to have a guest speaker in  

attendance.  

Social Justice has always been a core work of the Society. It is our privilege as Vincentians to assist those not so well off to 

try to improve their situation and to approach the authorities to address any considered barriers  in bringing this            

improvement in society in general.    

Michael C. Lynch (Central Council Social Justice Representative) 

Spiritual Adviser News 

At the beginning of each New Year, we all make the mistake in   

listing our New Year resolutions and unfortunately, before the end of     

January we have forgotten all about them. While this has been a 

common fault, maybe it is not such a bad thing to, at least, revise 

our life styles in the hope that we will change some of our bad    

habits, sometime. 

If we are honest with ourselves, we will have to admit that the same 

is true of our spiritual growth and development.  Lent is just around 

the corner and we will make the usual good resolutions. But this 

time, instead of making “new” ones, how about trying to make the 

old ones, better? When we pray we pay attention to what we are   

saying! When we attend Mass, we don’t just listen, we hear and    

activate! 

This is a dedicated “Year of Mercy”. There are two “Holy Doors” in 

the Diocese, one at Broken Hill and one at Parkes. Our Bishop has 

sent out details of the benefits of participating in the “Year of     

Mercy”. We all should take the time to read of these benefits and 

discuss them at our meetings, during our spiritual sharing. 

One of the requirements set down for the “Year of Mercy” is our  

participation in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. We, or most of us, 

have grown up with the concept of confessing our “shopping list”, 

whereas the emphasis is, and always has been, on “reconciliation”, 

that is, improving our relationship with our God. The positive as well 

as the negative. Recently, we may have got out of the habit of going 

to “confession”, “penance” or “reconciliation”, wherever! Now, this 

“Year of Mercy” maybe, is a good time to start again? 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is not a sacrament of penance; it is 

a sacrament of love. 

Michael C. Lynch (Central Council Spiritual Adviser)  

Prayer For the Canonisation of 

Charles Gordon O’Neill 

Lord, 

Charles Gordon O’Neill was your faithful witness 

of the Gospel in giving profound compassionate 

service to those experiencing great hardship. 

You inspired him to alleviate poverty and      

injustice and endowed him with untiring       

generosity in the service of all in need. 

He envisioned a network of charity encircling 

this country and instilling Blessed Frederic    

Ozanam’s spirit of love, humility and courage. 

His prophetic social vision for struggling people 

reflects his heroic virtues of charity, prayer and 

love of the Eucharist. 

We thank you Lord, for those many gifts and we 

ask, if it is your will, that the holiness of your 

faithful servant Charles soon be recognised by 

your Church. 

We pray especially for   
 

(name or special petition)  

 

through the intercession of Charles Gordon 

O’Neill 

We make this prayer through Jesus Christ,      

our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Central Council Newsletter 
We are always looking for articles to include in the  

Central Council Newsletter. If you have anything you would like to 
include in the next edition please forward it to: 

Wilcannia Forbes Central Council Office 
PO Box 997, PARKES NSW 2870 

Fax: 02 6862 5450 
Or email us at wcfsvdp@vinnies.org.au 

(If sending in Newspaper articles etc, please include what       
newspaper, date that its taken from) 

Please pray for… 

Sick list: 

Des Smith 
Sr Tricia Vagg 
Bubby Heraghty 
Anne Tucker 
Kathie McMahon 
Gerda Weidemann 
 

Recently deceased: 

Gwen Smith 
Peter Healy 
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Birthday Celebrations 
in Forbes 

2015 was definitely a year of 

significant birthdays for the 

volunteers at Forbes Vinnies 

Centre.  Marie Dwyer and Fay 

Bullock celebrated their  

eightieth birthdays and Pam 

Apps, Colleen Dean and Di 

Morris their seventieth.    

Congratulations to these la-

dies.  Olga Tilley also cele-

brated her 88th birthday with 

her fellow volunteers at the   

Centre as pictured here. 

Remembering Gwen  

On Tuesday, 10th November 2015, Lightning Ridge Vinnies 
Centre and Our Lady of Fatima Conference, lost their       
matriarch, Gwen Smith, aged 91.   Gwen was a very gifted 
and talented lady and an icon of the Lightning Ridge       
community.  Gwen was well known 
by tourists and locals for  the 
beautiful jewellery she made, her 
artwork and especially her  poetry, 
which have been shared many 

times in our Newsletters.      

Gwen’s greatest love was that of 
her son, Brett, who sadly         
predeceased her. Gwen’s second 
love, was the love of her          
Vincentian family and people in 
need.   Gwen was a true          
Vincentian in every sense of the 
word.  Gwen could tell stories of 
her life experiences that caused 
you to have the best ‘bellyache’ 
laugh.  Gwen’s time with Vinnies 
was just short of 20 years,        
receiving her 15 year badge earlier 
in 2015.   Over the last say 10 
years, Gwen attended the Centre 
every day, keeping everyone in line, in fact Gwen was at the 
Centre the morning of her passing.  Vinnies was her life and 
her refuge. We were delighted that Gwen made the trek to 
Parkes in May to attend our Combined Centres Gathering.  
Gwen enjoyed every minute of it, and was an inspiration to 
us all.   Gwen valued all the volunteers at the Centre and 
Conference, especially Fiona and Alan, who were there for 

her whenever she needed them.   

Gwen never believed in funerals and wakes, and  on a      
continual basis reiterated to Fiona that she was not to have a 
fancy funeral or a wake and didn’t want anyone to attend 
the burial.  After much persuasion and convincing Gwen 
agreed to have a ‘wake’ before she went, so she could     
attend.  Gwen then worked with Fiona to organise her last   
hoorah.  Sadly Gwen passed away a couple of days before her 

big day.   

After attending the Centre on the Tuesday morning of the 
10th, Gwen attended the Bowling Club to catch up with 
friends and play what was to be her last game of  bingo.   
Gwen slipped away into God’s care as she left the Bowling 

Club.   

Gwen wrote a poem which was to be read at her ‘wake’.  Her 
Vincentian family made sure that she had the funeral that 
was fitting of a beautiful soul.  We share with you ‘The Last 

Journey’ of Gwen Smith.   

The Last Journey – Gwen Smith  

An old lady sat drowsily, watching TV  

While the young girl inside her, prayed to be free 

Of the pain-racked old body, confined to a chair 

In one magic moment, God answered her prayer! 
 

In a long ago time, in a far-away land 

On a beach, her young body, lean and sun-tanned 

She’s flirting with boys, in the prime of her youth 

A teen-ager again, in search of the truth 
 

In love with love, tasting life’s pleasures 

Smelling the roses, giving measure for measure 

Some wins, and some heartache, taken in stride 

Broken heart grieving, when loved one has died 
 

Children arrive, bringing pleasure and pain 

Divorce, closely followed, by a new love again 

And so it goes on, the wheel ever turning, 

The striving, the yearning, the loving, the learning 
 

Then back in her body, the old lady twitches  

And smiles at the memories, the love and the riches 

She gives one last sigh, her heart beating faster 

She surrenders her life, and her love to the Master 

Olga Tilley 


