
 

 

 

Once again we begin the New 
Year to deliver our Society’s   
Mission: “The St. Vincent  de 
Paul Society is a lay Catholic          
organisation that aspires to live 
the Gospel message by serving 
Christ in the poor with love,   
respect, justice, hope, and joy 
and by working to shape a more 
just and compassionate society.”  
This helps us to achieve our   
aspiration of “an Australia  trans-
formed by compassion and built 
on justice”. Once again I ask for 

your time, support, skills, patience, common sense and per-
severance as we face the challenges of 2017.  

To be an effective Vincentian one has to be a team player. 
As members and volunteers we are all equal, but sometimes 
during our vocation with the Society, we are asked to      
perform different roles. We cannot function effectively, 
without people prepared to take on management positions.  
I encourage all members and volunteers in 2017 to think 
about offering their skills and talents, to their local         
conference or centre in roles such as vice president,      
treasurer, secretary and social justice representative, or 
offer to be an assistant to the people who fulfil these jobs at 
the present time. 

As Vincentians there is no higher responsibility than to     
provide a high quality and caring environment for those we 
assist and our co-workers.  When we choose to work within 
the Society, we are choosing to commit to and demonstrate 
the core values of professionalism,  transparency,           
accountability, collaboration, respect, confidentiality,   
compliance and lawfulness, so we know what we can expect 
of each other which will make us valued team members. 

Remember you are the Society in your parish and community 
and I challenge you to approach your association with     
Vinnies in 2017 with a “can do” attitude, accepting         
responsibility, being accountable for your actions,          
communicating honestly and openly, seeking opportunities 
for continued learning, as well as professional and personal 
growth, and embracing change and innovation by            
contributing, and being open to new ideas. This will allow 
our organisation to evolve to meet the needs of those we 
assist, and support, “Christ`s special unique individuals,” in 
the future.  
“If we look at Jesus, Wisdom of the Incarnate God, we    
realise that difficulties become challenges, challenges    
appeal to hope, and hope makes us joyfully aware, that we 
are creators of something new, thus encouraging us to    
continue giving the best of ourselves.”  Pope Francis.       
God Bless 

Jim Rogers 
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Vinnies News 
Summer 2017 WILCANNIA FORBES CENTRAL COUNCIL NEWSLETTER 

 A Message from our Central Council President... 

Wilcannia Forbes Central Council Christmas  
Celebrations in Deniliquin 

Wilcannia Forbes Central Council members and staff        
celebrated Christmas with Deniliquin members and           
volunteers over a lovely dinner, while there for the Central 
Council quarterly meeting in December. See pages 6 and 7 
for more Christmas stories across Wilcannia Forbes. 

 

St Vincent de Paul NSW State President’s Visit to 

Broken Hill  

An afternoon tea was held at the Broken Hill Centre on the 
30th November 2016 to “meet and greet” NSW State     
President Denis Walsh and State Vice President Bev Kerr. 
Denis addressed the gathering of Conference members and 
Centre volunteers and outlined the work the Society is  
doing in NSW. Denis and Bev also did a live interview on 
ABC radio in Broken Hill and spoke about the work of the 
Society in Broken Hill. 
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Centre News 
 

As our Summer Newsletter goes to print, we may have had a slow start to ‘spring/summer’ temperatures, however mother 
nature has been turning the mercury up with most of our Central Council communities experiencing extreme temperatures of 
40+ with humidity not normally experienced as high.    
 
Our Centres overall financial achievements continue to be good.  Our volunteers are settling into the use of the Connect    
system now. The category breakdown report provided to the Centres with the monthly financials has been very well received 
by all, giving a greater understanding of the reason behind ringing goods up under different categories, highlighting the    
greater areas of income for their respective centre.    
 
It is pleasing to see that so many Centre volunteers and Conference members took the time out to reward themselves for the 
wonderful effort and contribution they provide to the Society throughout the year by having wonderful festive season        
celebration together.  The joy of these celebrations is captured in the many photos shared in this Newsletter.   
 
It was pleasing to note that our Central Council was well represented at the final Retail Strategy Workshop held in November 
in Sydney, with 9 representatives in attendance.   
 
On a sad note many of our Vincentian family are experiencing ill health or have lost loved ones.  Always remember you are 
always in our thoughts and may our prayers comfort you during these difficult times.  
 
God Bless 
 
Kay Toohey     Rhonda Keane 
Central Council Centres President   Central Council Retail Manager  
 
As always, Workplace Health and Safety remains a high priority in our Central Council workplaces.  
 
During Christmas/New Year holidays the risk of injury is heightened as our volunteers battle through the huge inundation of 
donations during this time.  This inundation, combined with the excessive heat we are experiencing, places a huge burden on 

our sorters, so we must be mindful to on forward  ‘unsorted’ stock to centres which do not receive as much, however, have 
the sorters to handle same.  
 
As we return to our workplaces after having a short or long break it is essential that we all familiarise ourselves with our   
workplace WHS Emergency Procedures - Abusive or Aggressive Persons; Emergency Response Plan and  subsequent Procedures 
to follow when activated; what to do in a Medical Emergency; Evacuation Procedures in case of an emergency and continue to 
check ‘daily’ our ‘duress alarms’ under our front counters and in our Conference visitation rooms, to ensure that all ‘workers’ 
are aware of what to do when same are activated.    
 
The importance of reporting incidents/hazards or accidents is and has been a priority, such reporting ensures that the correct 
actions can be taken to eliminate or control the risk to ensure the safety of all who enter our workplaces.  
 
Workplace Health and Safety is definitely a team effort, without everyone in the team being responsible, our risk of injury is 
increased and ‘hazards/incidents’ occur.    We thank our ‘workers’ for the diligent way they look after ‘their space’ in their 
respective workplace.  
 
Yours in safety,  
Kelly Morgan, Executive Officer        Rhonda Keane, Safety Officer  

      

               Work Health and Safety News 

 
Parkes Centre Celebrates Annual Elvis Festival 

 

On the 12th January 2017, Parkes Centre was visited by young 
and old “Elvis Presley” impersonators who were only too happy to 
have their pictures taken with the volunteers. They were in town 
enjoying themselves as part of the annual Parkes “Elvis” Festival. 
“Miss Priscilla 2016” also visited the Centre dressed in her festival 
outfit she had purchased from the Parkes Vinnies! 

Liz Jones (Parkes member/volunteer) left, and Barbara Scott 
(Parkes Centre President) right, pictured with visiting Elvis   
Presley impersonators. 
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Spiritual Adviser News  

Happy New Year to one and all. It is amazing how the time flies and the older you get the faster it flies! At the beginning of 
the year, it is usual to make new year’s resolutions, even though, unfortunately, these resolutions do not appear to last very 
long. At the same time, it is beneficial to stop and take stock of ourselves and how we are developing and progressing in what 
is important in our lives. While this is important in our personal lives, we should also reassess what we are doing through our 
community involvements. 

As Vincentians, we have taken on the enormous task of looking after and caring for the needy and poor. In order to do this, we 
must equip ourselves with the armour to help us fulfil this to the best of our ability. But our ability is useless, if we only rely 
on our own resources and not go to the font of grace and help. Without the help and grace of God, our assistance becomes 
arid and soon will dry up and wither to nothing. 

This then makes our spiritual development and relationship with our God, as we know Him, so important. We must be aware 
of His presence in our lives and what we do, to make our work worthwhile and fruitful. Your relationship with your God is your 
own and is between you and Him, develop it and open your minds and hearts to Him so that both your life, and the lives you 
come in contact with, will reap the rewards of His intervention. 

So everyone, be conscious of God in your life. Treat each day as a new year’s day. A day when you begin again to grow and 
become a better person. Begin the day with a prayer and make all your actions of the day a small prayer and ask God to be 
present to you throughout the day. Unfortunately, if and when we pray, it can become routine. Make your prayer real and 
meaningful. It is much better to say less and listen more. And always be thankful, as we do have much to be thankful for. 

As Vincentians, we pray as we begin our day at our Centres. Make this an important moment of the day. Never let it become 
something we have to do so that we can open up! We pray as we begin and end our Conference meetings. These should not be 
rushed, said slowly so that all can drink in what we are saying. 

The Spiritual Sharing segment of the Conference meeting is that time we learn from one another. We share our faith, poor 
broken as it is. Again, unfortunately, some Vincentians see this as something that they are unable to do. This is where the 
important role of the Spiritual Advisor plays a part. They should encourage and train all Vincentians to participate and share 
their faith journey. This should not be left to the few and just because someone appears to be “good” at presenting the    
spiritual sharing, does not mean that they are any better than anyone else. Remember the story of the mustard seed?    

Again, Happy New Year and may the Christ Child continue to bless you and your families in 2017. 

Michael C. Lynch, Spiritual Adviser to Central Council 

Broken Hill Spiritual Reflection Day 

A Spiritual Reflection Day was held in Broken Hill on 26th October 2016. The day was presented by Fr Troy Bobbin (SVDP     
National Spiritual Director) and was well received by all 16 people present. Fr Troy outlined his involvement with the Society 
since he joined at the age of 17 and said it was because of his activities with the St Vincent de Paul Society that he joined the 
Priesthood.  Fr Troy also spoke about Frederic Ozanam, Rosalie Rendu, St Vincent de Paul and showed a short film “The   
Towel” about the influence of Jesus washing feet. 
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San Jose Youth Conference in La Trinidad Philippines is twinned with St Peter and Paul’s Conference in 
Broken Hill.  For more than 12 months San Jose had not heard from their Australian twin.  They finally 
decided to write instead of email.  During that same time St Peter and Paul’s had been wondering if they 
would ever hear from their newly established twin in the Philippines.  They had emailed and posted     
letters, cards and books. 

Finally they received a letter and photos from La Trinidad.  There had been a slight mistake in the address 
they had been using.  And the email speed was not suitable to use. Many conferences face similar       
problems when communicating with their twins, but persistence pays off. 

In their letter, San Jose told how they have been an active conference for 5 years.  “Helping others for 
them to put their feet back on the ground when they’re lost.  So nice to support other people for their 
studies (Assist-A-Student), though most of us are still studying.  If we have received news that someone 
died near our place we go and visit them, say some prayers, sing them gospel songs, and give sympathy to 
the family.  It is a privilege to help      someone in need.”  Their secretary, Jessel said “we have a member 

that has cerebral palsy but it is not a hindrance for him to join any organisation like this.  He is already in college and still 
fighting to pass his studies.  He is active and jolly mingling with us” 

Christmas also brought mail for Holy Family Conference in Parkes.  Their twin in the Philippines, San Vincente Ferrer Confer-
ence sent a card and photos.  Their correspondent, April, described where they live.  “Our place Gingoog City is waterfalls and 
full of fruit like duran, marang,   lansones, rambotan, mango.  Gingoog City is a rainy place because we have mountains …… 25 
km from Gingoog City proper.” April’s photos showed members on a visit to a youth prison; with a group of “Youth Vincen-
tians” at a prayer meeting; at a team building activity with 45 partici-
pants.  How many of our Wilcannia Forbes conferences would love to 
have 45 participants at any activity! And 45 motivated young workers! 

The news from both of these twins underlines the essence of all our work 
as Vincentians. Their pictures show smiling faces enjoying what they are 
doing. They are just people going out to be with their brothers and    
sisters in the community to interact, pray and bring love and hope. 

Helen Woodman, Central Council Twinning Officer 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Twinning News 

Helen Woodman 

Social Justice News 

Last November, following our State Social Justice meeting, I had the pleasure of travelling to the airport and having a cup 
of coffee with Irene Gough. Irene represented the Lismore Diocese since the initial meeting of the State Social Justice 
Committee. We had just formed a Rural Social Justice sub-committee where she willingly put up her hand. Irene spoke of 
her plans in relation to the whole social justice question in NSW. She amazed me with her thoughts and ideas. Even 
though the social justice programme was slow moving and trying to find representatives, this did not deter her enthusiasm 
and aspirations. The “Right to Home” petition was foremost in her mind and how she was going to launch it in her Central 
Council area. Irene was a passionate worker for Social Justice and the ideals of the Society.  Irene was tragically killed in 
a car accident on Christmas Day. May God grant her the justice she worked so tirelessly for others. 

The big push in Social Justice before Christmas was the petition “Right to A Home”. It is the Society’s hope to obtain over 
10,000 signatures in order to present it to State Parliament, which has been achieved. There are 28,000 people awaiting 
affordable housing and 60,000 looking for social housing. The response from our Central Council area has been mixed. 
Some Conferences made a sterling effort while others are yet to present such a response. This is a worry, knowing that 
each of the Regions have indicated that there is a lack of housing concern everywhere. 

The solution lies within our own hands. We all handle some homeless people in our Region and Conference from time to 
time. What do we do? What is our solution? It is important that all Governments address this growing problem and we can 
ask them what are they going to do about it! The Government, and we ourselves, might as well ask also, what are we  
going to do about it? 

We are still short on Social Justice Representatives in two of our Regions. A request was sent out to these Regions to   
appoint one, immediately. We are having a special Social Justice Training Day at our March Central Council Meeting at 
Narromine. It is imperative that all Regions have a Representative at that meeting. Also, we need a Social Justice Deputy 
at Central Council level to continue on the work that has already begun. 

Happy New Year to one and all. 

Michael C. Lynch, Central Council Social Justice Representative 
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Social Justice Competition: See, think, do….. 
Last year we challenged our Mini Vinnies groups to follow the   
Vincentian motto of “See Think Do” by:  
1. SEE: Find and explore a social justice issue that concerns you. 
This could be in your local 
community, in your state or even a nation-wide issue; 
2. THINK: Think about how you can make a difference in this  
area; 
3. DO: Act to make a difference; 
4. PUBLISH: A report of all aspects of your Project in a form that 
suits you: a poster, a book, a PowerPoint presentation, a song or a 
video are just some of the ways you can publish. 
 
Entries were judged by a panel independent of the competing 
schools and we were pleased to announce that the winning entry 
was from St Patrick’s Primary, Trundle for their entry, “The     
Isolated  Elderly Members of Our Community”. Some of the aspects 
of their project included: 
“Now, whenever we plan an event within the school, we      

remember to invite the whole community, including the       
elderly.” 

“Now, whenever we learn a poem, song, dance or any item that 
could entertain other people, we plan how we can take it “on 
the road” to the senior citizens in Trundle and Tullamore.” 

“Now, if we haven’t visited the Senior Day Care Centre for a 
while we ask: “When are we going to see our friends?” 

 
The Trundle Mini Vinnies were awarded with a perpetual trophy at 
their end of year presentation night by Kelly Morgan,     Central 
Council Executive Officer.  
 
We look forward to running this competition again next year and 
encourage all our Mini Vinnies groups to enter. 
 
 
 
 

Youth News 

Narromine Region Mini Vinnies Gathering 
 

On 2nd of November 2016 the Mini Vinnies groups from St Augustine’s Primary School Narromine, St Joseph’s Primary School, 
Nyngan, St Mary’s Primary School Warren and St Joseph’s Primary School, Peak Hill, all met for a Mini Vinnies Gathering at St 
Augustine’s Primary School, Narromine. This involved approximately 85 students and 15 teachers and St Vincent de Paul  
members and staff.  A Mini Vinnies Gathering is a day to meet other MV groups from other schools, to pray together for the 
needs of our community, to hear what other groups are doing and to get new ideas about what their MV group can do in the 
future.  
 

The event included workshops on topics such as homelessness, bullying, migrants and refugees, poverty and mental health. 
Other activities included presentations by the students on the work they have been doing, with an interactive quiz. 
Mrs Cathy Walsh was the keynote speaker and spoke on her involvement with Life Charity Focus, Uganda and the Mini Vinnies  
of St Augustine’s School in Narromine fundraising efforts including the collection of shoes for a School in Uganda. 
 
Mr Michael Lynch led the liturgy, with wonderful participation by all of the students. 
 

Presentation of Perpetual Trophy to 
St Patrick’s Primary School Trundle 

For Social Justice Competition 

Back: Julie Jones (Conference Member), Kelly   
Morgan (Central Council Executive Officer), Karen 
Quade (Conference Vice President) 

Front: Mini Vinnies members Sophie Wright and 
Isabel Aveyard 

Left: Kelly Morgan (Central Council Executive Officer) Right: Elizabeth 
Haynes (Central Council Secretary) with Mini Vinnies members. 

Social Justice workshops. 
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Forbes Christmas Hampers 
After an enormous amount of planning, gathering, shopping, packing, checking and delivering, the 150 hampers at the Forbes 
Vinnies were safely delivered just in time for Christmas. Many keen young people with their cars and utes were lined up like 
taxis before 7.00 am on the Friday morning ready to do their deliveries. The many stages of the operation worked like     
clockwork as did the countless volunteers and people donating their time, their goods and their money. A big thank you goes 
to all those people. 

More than four hundred and eighty people enjoyed some little Christmas joy from 
the hampers being delivered to them.  

Vinnies wish to thank again all 
those generous people who     
supported the hampers. The   
students and staff of the schools 
were right into it again and were 
so generous. Bernardi’s           
Supermarket were again very 
supportive and remarkably     
generous. The Forbes Vinnies are 
very lucky to have such wonderful 
supporters who help us all       
remember baby Jesus on his  
birthday. 

Each hamper contained lots of 
food and drink and some little 
goodies to make it more Christ-
massy. There was Christmas cake 
and puddings galore and each one  
received at least one tin of the 
real leg ham. The school children 

made beautiful Christmas cards for each hamper and inside each card were vouch-
ers for fresh fruit and veggies as well as vouchers for a cooked chicken.  

Many other organisations helped with the numbers of people they would like to   
deliver hampers to. Vinnies gathered those hampers together as well and they were 
delivered by organisations such as Centacare. The Salvation Army were in charge of 
the distribution of toys for the children, they did a fantastic job too.   

 
 
 
 

 
 

Broken Hill Christmas Pageant 
The Sts Peter & Paul Conference Broken Hill decided this year to do the 
Wiggles Big Red Car theme for their float in the annual Christmas Pageant.    
After obtaining permission from the Wiggles to do the theme it was all go.  
Much organisation and work was put into the float and instead of building 
the car Ride-On Entertainment generously donated the use of their Big Red 
Car. The backdrop was outlined by Bob Groves and then it was coloured and 
decorated magnificently.  CMC provided the big red truck for the float. We 
had students from Sacred Heart Parish Primary School on the float and our 
members walked and danced along with the float.  The fun and effort in 
pulling this off was incredible. 

 

The 3rd December arrived - the day of the parade.   We assembled and 
awaited our turn to commence our journey 3 kms along the main streets of 
Broken Hill lined by approximately three thousand people (in 37 degrees 
heat).  The truck was spectacular and rocking with Wiggles music booming, 
people tapping their feet and dancing as we passed.  Not only did the kids 
love it but the adults young and old were remembering their days of the 
Wiggles with their movements. 

 

Our conference hoped that we would have something special for the people 
to promote Vinnies in Broken Hill at Christmas but the reaction we received 
was indescribable. The rewards (unbelievable) gained from smiling, happy 
and excited people, was truly inspiring to us in our Vinnies roles – making      
Christmas all the more special. 

 

Pictured L to R: Martin Cunningham, Sue    
Cunningham, Vince Toohey, Janet Blowes, Anne 
Miller, Jenny Drabsch, Rob Priest and helper, 
Billy Reid  

The students and Staff from Red Bend 
Catholic College were very generous    
donating many baskets full of goodies.  

Some of the helpers included Martin 
Cunningham, Ray Dunstan, Bruce Dean 
and Rob Priest 
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Trangie  

December 17th saw Trangie volunteers and members celebrate the end of another year with lunch at the local Imperial Hotel. 
The meal was enjoyed by all those who attended and Parish Administrator, Fr Jordan Perry expressed his delight at being able 
to attend and wished the Vinnies members and volunteers all the very best in their role. 

Condobolin  
Condobolin members and volunteers 

gathered together for a  festive    
Christmas lunch. 

Above: The Finished Trees: Anthony Smith, 
Vince Toohey, Bruce Dean, Laurie Wicks, and 
Lionel Redfern.  

Forbes  

"Decorate the Christmas 
Tree Competition"  
brought lots of fun and 
laughter to the 2016 
Forbes Christmas Party.  
There were five teams 
of Centre workers, one 
for each day and each 
team decorated a male 
volunteer as a Christmas 
tree. 

Barham  
The Barham members and volunteers 
enjoyed a lovely lunch together at the 

Royal Hotel in Barham. 

Narromine  
Members and volunteers enjoyed a    
Christmas dinner together at the          

Narromine Golf Club. 

Lightning Ridge 
Lightning Ridge held it’s annual Seniors Christmas Party at the Centre and was assisted by local school students with packing 

of hampers and wrapping of Mystery Gifts, with Year 12 assisting in preparing & serving meals plus calling Bingo. 

 

Balranald  
Christmas lunch at Lake Paika for members and 

volunteers. 



 

 

Summer 2017 

Please pray for… 
Those who are sick: 
Maureen Mertz 
Anne Burns 
Bev Cleary 
Wayne Platt 
Des Smith 
Trish Dunn 
Sr Tricia Vagg 
Sally Robertson 
Sheila Noone 
Frank Walsh 
Jan Fuller 
Ron McKeough 
Rhonda Donnelly 
Harry Dixon 
Lyn Schofield 
Mary Brain 
Verna Heraghty 
Paul Fitzgerald 
Neil Cox 
Recently deceased: 
Kathy McMahon 
Jackie Haynes 
Ann-Marie Rogers 
Roy Manns 
Terry Saddler 
Pat Holmes 
Kevin Hawthorne 
Brian Coates 
Helen Thorpe 
Carl Jacka 
John Fitzgerald 
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Central Council Newsletter 
We are always looking for articles to include in the  

Central Council Newsletter. If you have anything you would like to 
include in the next edition please forward it to: 

Wilcannia Forbes Central Council Office 
PO Box 997, PARKES NSW 2870 

Fax: 02 6862 5450 
Or email us at wcfsvdp@vinnies.org.au 

(If sending in Newspaper articles etc, please include what       
newspaper, date that its taken from) 

Happy 94th Birthday  

Agnes Burns 
Agnes Burns, 
Condobolin member 
and volunteer,       
celebrated her 94th 
birthday on 24th      
November 2016. Agnes 
is pictured cutting her 
cake at the Condobolin 
Centre.  Agnes has over 
43 years of service 
with the St Vincent de 
Paul Society and remains a greatly valued, and very active 
member/volunteer of both the Conference and the Centre.  
Agnes has been awarded life membership with the Society. 

Love and Best wishes Agnes from all Vincentians.  

Happy birthday Agnes. 

Happy 80th Birthday John Toohey 

John Toohey celebrated his 80th 
Birthday at the Forbes St      
Vincent De Paul Society     
Christmas  Party. 

John is pictured with his wife 
Margaret as he thanks his     
Vinnies friends for the        
beautiful cake, gift and birthday 
wishes.  

Happy Birthday John. 

Happy 70th Birthday  

Rob Priest 

Rob Priest is pictured cutting his 70th 
Birthday cake as he celebrated with 

fellow Forbes Vinnies workers.   

Happy Birthday Rob!  

Antonia Francis  
Peak Hill Citizen of the Year 

Congratulations to Peak Hill member 
Antonia Francis on being awarded 
Peak Hill Citizen of the Year on    

Australia Day. 

Central Council Staff Christmas Lunch 
The Central Council staff enjoyed a lovely Christmas lunch 
together. Here they are pictured calling into the Cudal  
Royal Hotel site (burnt down 2 years ago). It is a tradition 
for travellers to call in here on their way through the town. 


