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Welcome to our Spring Newsletter! 
We are delighted to share news of the wide array of member and volunteer 
activities taking place across the state, many new resources and some wonderful 
events coming up such as: 

The Rosalie Rendu Forum on 19 October 6 – 7:30 pm at the Wesley Centre in 
Sydney has a few places left (more details on page 7). Register now.  

Australian Catholic Youth Festival 7-9 December when young people from 
across Australia will gather to encounter and celebrate the vitality of the Church in 
Australia. The Society will have a lively display at the festival and present festival 
goers with opportunities to reflect on faith and social justice (more details on page 
7). Read more 

It is also the month of the first National Congress of the St Vincent de Paul 
Society in Australia for over 60 years, providing a unique opportunity for Society 
members to reaffirm our core purpose and to collectively imagine a renewed and 
reinvigorated future for the Society. 60 members from NSW attended the 
Congress in Adelaide and we will share some of their reflections on the MAVS site 
soon. 

Information on Congress is available at http://congress2017.svdp.org.au 	
Outcomes and future steps will be posted on that website by the National Council 
as they are collated. The current edition of The Record has several articles about 
Congress	h#ps://www.vinnies.org.au/page/Publica7ons/Na7onal/The_Record/	

https://register.eventarc.com/39048/rosalie-rendu-people-seeking-asylum-a-human-rights-perspective%3Cbr%20/%3E
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/event/australian-catholic-youth-festival/
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/resources/publications/
http://twitter.com/VinniesNSW
http://twitter.com/VinniesNSW
https://register.eventarc.com/39048/rosalie-rendu-people-seeking-asylum-a-human-rights-perspective%3Cbr%20/%3E
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/event/australian-catholic-youth-festival/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClnPSpeYEHLgPlGFAD9QjFg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClnPSpeYEHLgPlGFAD9QjFg
http://facebook.com/VinniesNSW
http://facebook.com/VinniesNSW
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/resources/publications/
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Right to Home NSW Parliament House event
After months of campaigning the 
Society’s affordable housing petition 
was formally tabled and discussed 
by Members of Parliament.  

Our petition, which obtained over 
16,300 signatures, asked for the 
NSW planning laws to be changed 
so that at least 15 per cent of all new 
residential developments are set 
aside for affordable housing. 

Over 180 members, volunteers, staff 
and friends of the Society attended 
the event on Thursday 3  
August 2017. John Mara, member 
from Sydney Arch, expresses the 
feeling of many of the participants, “I 
was so proud of the success of the 
Society's petition. It was inspirational 
and uplifting in the finest tradition of 
the Society and Blessed Frederic 
Ozanam. I was delighted to be part 
of the largest number of petitioners 
in Parliament’s history to ever attend 
the tabling of a petition.” 

Prior to the debate, the Society held 
a celebratory forum. We heard from 
Anna and Kathy, two women who 
had received support from the 
Society, about how the housing crisis 
had hurt their families.  

Mary Yaager, one of the Society 
members who spoke at the event, 
shares her experience, “It was an 
amazing event that highlighted how 
successful our campaign has been. I 
was so proud to be there with all our 
Vincentians who had worked 
tirelessly on our Right to Home 
campaign.  The atmosphere was 
electric and there was a wonderful 

spiritual feeling that we are making 
a difference to the people in our 
society who need us most.”  

We also heard from Tracy, a 
registered nurse, about the struggle 
of finding affordable 
accommodation and long 
commutes to and from work.  

Members, staff, volunteers and 
friends of the Society then watched 
the Parliament debate from the 
Viewing Gallery of the Legislative 
Assembly. 

Key speakers of the debate in 
Parliament included: 
• Damien Tudehope, Member for 

Epping (Liberal), introduced the 
petition and supports affordable 
housing in principle, although he 
cautioned about disrupting the 
market and did not commit to a 
percentage. 

• Luke Foley, Leader of the 
Opposition and Michael Daley, 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition 
(Labor), acknowledged that the 
Society leadership had convinced 
him to adopt our policy in 
recommendation. Labor proposes 
15% on private land and 25% on 
Government land. 

• Anthony Roberts, Minister for 
Planning (Liberal), cautioned 
against feasibility and referred to 
the work of the Greater Sydney 
Commission (argues for 5-10%). 

Sydney	Mini	Vinnies	
Gathering	

The annual gathering of Mini Vinnies 
from Sydney Archdiocese was a huge 
success this year, according to 
Schools Liaison Officer Mary Musolino. 

“The children came together in June to 
learn from Sydney Vinnies staff about 
what the Society does,” says Mary. 

”They learnt about the popular Night 
Patrol program and how our 
distribution centre copes with the tons 
of clothing it receives. 

“At lunchtime they all had a chance to 
pack into the Night Patrol Truck for 
photos.” 

Several Regional Council Presidents 
and Conference Members from across 
the Central Council were there to 
support and encourage the students. 
Sydney Central Council Executive 
Officer Graeme Roche spoke of the 
importance of young people following 
through their commitment to social 
justice well into their adulthood. 

“Our Mini Vinnies Gathering is an 
encouragement and a reminder of the 
passion and enthusiasm of our 
youngest members across the state. 
Some of their questions and remarks 
showed incredible insight about issues 
such as homelessness and poverty. It 
gave us all a sense of hope for the 
future.” said Graeme.

• Jenny Leong, Member for Newtown 
(the Greens), supports a 30% policy 
and applauded the Society for its 
campaign, which led to a debate 
about percentages among the major 
parties who now accept the principle 
that affordable housing needs to be 
mandated. 

The debate can be re-watched online at 
http://bit.ly/petitiondebate and the full 
transcript of the debate is also available 
at http://bit.ly/2xHNJpT 

http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/right-to-home-nsw-parliament-house-event/
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/sydney-mini-vinnies-gathering/
http://bit.ly/petitiondebate
http://bit.ly/2xHNJpT
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/right-to-home-nsw-parliament-house-event/
http://bit.ly/petitiondebate
http://bit.ly/2xHNJpT
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/sydney-mini-vinnies-gathering/


The Valuing Youth Welcoming and 
Pathways Circle members have 
been finely tuned to find effective 
ways to welcome people and 
ensure people are supported and 
developed from their first encounter 
with the Society. 

The Circle has created a checklist to 
assist Centres, Conferences, and 
Services welcome all new people to 
their new roles. 

Click here to view Welcoming 
Checklist 

Here are some effective welcoming 
actions the Welcoming Circle 
members have come up with. What 
would you add? How can we 
encourage a more welcoming and 
hospitable culture across the state? 

1. In addition to being made to feel 
welcome, new people need 
knowledge to feel comfortable. 
E.g. Procedures, expectations, 
‘hidden rules’, who they might 
encounter in their work, etc… 

2. Having a ‘buddy’ is an effective 
way to help people gain 
confidence and capability in their 
role in Centres and Conferences. 
It may also be appropriate for 
new employees. 

3. Most of our volunteer positions 
(including membership) require 
‘on the job’ training and the 
manner and attitude of the 
people training the new person 
impacts the experience. 

4. Be encouraging and affirming for 
people as they learn new tasks, 
roles and settle in. 

5. Personally welcoming people on 
an individual basis is great for 
both the welcomer and the 
welcomed! 

6. A ‘welcoming culture’ amongst 
the whole workplace is 
important. 

7.  It is helpful to for the group to 
remember what it was like for 
them when they were new, i.e. 
what they didn’t understand, how 
they felt when we didn’t know 
what was expected, who to ask, 
etc…

Valuing Youth Welcoming Circle

The St Vincent de Paul Society NSW is 
currently reviewing its Social Justice 
Statement and we would like to hear 
from you. 

If you have not already done so, have 
your say on our next campaigns for 
social justice, please complete the short 
survey here

Parramatta Central Council has 
recently launched a new Youth Social 
Justice Group, open to 16-30 year 
olds who live, work or study in the 
Western Sydney region and are 
passionate about social justice within 
their local communities. 

“We know that young people are 
passionate about creating meaningful 
change on issues that they and their 
communities face every day. We’re 
excited to be able to support them to 
be that change through this new 
group, and look forward to some great 
successes,” says Courtney Deighton, 
Parramatta Central Council’s Social 
Justice and Youth Coordinator. 

The group focuses on our Social 
Justice priorities of Housing and 
Homelessness, Energy Affordability 
and Cost of Living, and Refugees and 
Asylum Seekers, and aims to support 
and address these issues through 
taking action in the local community 
through advocacy, events and 
fundraising. 

“Parramatta Central Council believes 
that a Youth Social Justice Group will 
enable younger people to explore the 
wide range of issues facing their local 
community and be supported to 
address social justice inequalities, 
speak up, and create change,” says 
Courtney.  

Stay tuned for more updates as the 
group gets underway!

Youth Social Justice 
Group 
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Social Justice Statement

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SJS2000
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/valuing-youth-welcoming-circle/
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/youth-social-justice-group/
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/valuing-youth-welcoming-circle/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SJS2000
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/youth-social-justice-group/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SJS2000
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SJS2000
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Welcoming-Checklist.docx
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Welcoming-Checklist.docx
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EAPA	use	soars	with	
new	digital	system	

The St Vincent de Paul Society 
aspires for an Australia transformed 
by compassion and built on justice. 
We welcome all those who come to 
us, wherever and however they 
come to us, with compassion and 
respect for their dignity. 

We have a long and proud history of 
giving a hand-up and speaking up for 
refugees and people seeking 
protection. 

Today more than ever, it is vital that 
we stand with our vulnerable 
brothers and sisters who need 
protection. 

Four things you can do: 

1. Donate to our Protection Appeal 
so that we can provide vital financial 
support and accommodation to 
people seeking protection who are at 
risk of becoming homeless. 

Donate here 

2. Show that you stand with people 
seeking protection by displaying our 
stickers and posters and speaking to 
people in your local community. 
Download our A3 posters here or 
contact social.justice@vinnies.org.au 
to order your stickers and posters. 

3. Write to your Federal Member of 
Parliament (MP) to ask the 
Government to immediately bring 
people held on Manus Island and 
Nauru to Australia.  

To help you write to your MP, we 
have prepared a template letter. 
Download the template letter 
here. Make sure you personalise 
your letter and tell your MP why you 
care.  

Contact 
social.justice@vinnies.org.au or 
call (02) 4032 3545 for any 
assistance with the letter and to let 
us know you have written to your 
MP. 

Click here for further information 
about the situation on Manus Island 
and Nauru, and why we are 
concerned. 

4. Attend our Rosalie Rendu Forum 
on Thursday 19 October 6pm – 
People seeking asylum in our 
community: A human rights 
perspective with keynote speaker 
Emeritus Professor Gillian Triggs, 
Former President of the Australian 
Human Rights Commission. 

Register your attendance here 

Vinnies NSW Stands with People Seeking 
Protection and Refugees

The EAPA scheme is backed by $17 
million in NSW Government funding 
and provides critical support to around 
55,000 energy customers in NSW 
facing a financial crisis each year, with 
more than half coming from regional 
and rural areas. 

We are the largest provider of EAPAs in 
NSW, because it allows us to assist our 
clients more efficiently – and, most 
importantly for those in desperate need, 
faster. The new system means that 
once a payment is entered in the 
system is sent directly to the 
customer’s supplier who can process 
the payment and the credit their 
account within a couple of days. 

Our Conference members, volunteers 
and employees who assist people with 
their energy bills have really embraced 
the new digital EAPA system to the tune 
of over two million dollars since 1 July! 

Our members have had very positive 
things to say about the new system:- 

“It’s very good, simple, takes less time 
than the vouchers and you have a 
result straight way.” – Neil from 
Gilgandra 

“It’s working very well, I give it a big 
thumbs up.” – Dan from Dubbo 

“Customer friendly, user friendly, time 
saving. The implementation of digital 
vouchers has worked well making a 
much more efficient and workable 
model of service.” – Gail Gaudron, 
Orara Regional President. 

As part of the Society’s EAPA delivery 
we have developed a set of EAPA 
FAQs to help answer questions for new 
users or those that need to check 
something quickly. 

Our EAPA Champions in each Central 
Council are also available to assist with 
any issues. 

A huge thank you to everyone for their 
enthusiasm and support. 

Please do not hesitate to contact Marte 
Tagle, Manager of New Initiatives and 
Policy team at 
marte.tagle@vinnies.org.au or Simon 
Wheble at 
simon.wheble@vinnies.org.au if you 
have any questions on any aspects of 
EAPA.

New Visitation Resource for 
supporting Asylum Seekers 

The Asylum Seeker Program (ASP) 
is one of a wide range of support 
services that the Society runs to 
assist these vulnerable groups such 
as migrants, refugees and people 
seeking asylum. 

mailto:marte.tagle@vinnies.org.au
mailto:simon.wheble@vinnies.org.au
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Asylum-Seeker-Program-Information.pdf
https://www.vinnies.org.au/donate#!state=nsw&appeal=132
http://www.vinnies.org.au/helppeople
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/POSTERS_FINAL.pdf
mailto:social.justice@vinnies.org.au
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Template-Letter-to-send-to-MP.docx
mailto:social.justice@vinnies.org.au
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Background_info_on_ManusNauru.pdf
https://register.eventarc.com/39048/rosalie-rendu-people-seeking-asylum-a-human-rights-perspective
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Asylum-Seeker-Program-Information.pdf
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/vinnies-nsw-stands-with-people-seeking-protection-and-refugees/
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/vinnies-nsw-stands-with-people-seeking-protection-and-refugees/
mailto:marte.tagle@vinnies.org.au
mailto:simon.wheble@vinnies.org.au
https://www.vinnies.org.au/donate#!state=nsw&appeal=132
http://www.vinnies.org.au/helppeople
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/POSTERS_FINAL.pdf
mailto:social.justice@vinnies.org.au
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Template-Letter-to-send-to-MP.docx
mailto:social.justice@vinnies.org.au
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Background_info_on_ManusNauru.pdf
https://register.eventarc.com/39048/rosalie-rendu-people-seeking-asylum-a-human-rights-perspective
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/eapa-use-soars-with-new-digital-system/
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/eapa-use-soars-with-new-digital-system/
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Our Lady of Dolours parish in the 
heart of Chatswood played host to the 
Society’s first ever ‘Conversations 
BBQ’, a Valuing Youth initiative.  

The BBQ held on Sunday 11 June 
brought together the vibrant parish 
and their youth group, members and 
staff of the Society, the wider 
community, focussing on connecting 
with those who speak a language 
other than English. 

Championing this initiative is 
Forestville Conference member, Reg 
Wong, and member of the Valuing 
Youth New Conference Models circle 

Reg was joined on the day by Broken 
Bay President Barry ‘the BBQ King’ 
Finch OAM and Acting- President for 
Sydney Archdiocese Kathleen Thickitt 
alongside a number of State Support 
Office staff. 

The Chatswood Parish Youth Group 
led by Adrian Brennan and youth from 
the community are enthusiastic about 
the project and keen to be involved to 
form a Conference for this purpose. 

Father Paul and Father Andrew are 
also very supportive of this new 
initiative. The BBQ brought together 
close to 200 people.  

The Conference had their first 
Conversation club on Thursday 5th 
October. Reg Wong, Conference 
President enthusiastically tells us, 
“Tonight we have had our inaugural 
Conversations Club. It’s a very friendly 
atmosphere.  

Please pass the message on to your 
friends that we have a Conversations 
club in Our Lady of Dolours Parish, 
Chatswood every Thursday night from 
6:30 – 8 pm.  

We welcome many new people.” 

A brief video of Reg sharing about the 
group is on the microsite here. 

If you would like to know more about 
the project, please contact Reg Wong: 
regwong99@gmail.com or Dom 
Bondar: dom.bondar@vinnies.org.au 

Senior High School Students assisting with 
Conference Visitation

Youth members in Lismore Diocese 
have stepped up to ensure that 
those in need of food assistance 
don’t miss out on receiving help and 
in the process have also found that 
the experience has given them new 
insight into the lives of others in their 
community. 

Barry Whalley, St Mary’s Conference 
President, attended a meeting in 
2014 with other welfare agencies in 
the Grafton where he heard that the 
highest demand for people seeking 
food assistance is on Friday 
afternoon.  

“There was no welfare agency open 
in Grafton after the Conference 
closed on Thursday until Monday. 
Clearly there was a need for a 
Saturday opening of the Conference 
but I wanted a solution that didn’t 
impose on the existing members,” 
Barry says. 

Soon after in December 2014 a Year 
10 student, Chrisma, approached 
him after Mass about doing 
volunteer work. Chrisma said she 
knew other students who would also 
like to become involved. “I told 
Chrisma about the idea for Saturday 
opening and invited her to sound out 
like minded senior students,” Barry 
continues. 

“I could see that in order to do this 
we needed a minimum of 4 working 
age adults and eight Senior 
Students – plus reserves – and a 
mix of male and female. I put notices 
in the Parish Bulletin seeking new 
members – especially working age 
adults. In addition I made a number 
of visits to McAuley Catholic College 
and spoke to groups of Year 11 & 
Year 12 students, outlining the 
history and work of the Society, and 

explaining what he hoped to 
achieve.” 

“The response was amazing. Before 
long we had five working age adults 
and twelve students and also gained 
a number of retired/semi-retired 
weekday members.” 

Barry conducted a Welcome Friend 
session at the school and provided 
the new recruits with all of the 
information that they needed. 

“The first Saturday we opened three 
people presented for assistance. 
Now the Saturday visits at the 
Centre vary from three to as high as 
eleven during our 1.5 hour open 
time. Each member works within 
their own comfort level. We now 
have students who can do interviews 
alongside adult members and some 
very capable of taking the role as 
lead interviewer.” 

“They are competent & comfortable 
taking calls and making 
appointments and handling files. And 
to the delight of our older members 
they are well versed in data entry for 
the Conference assistance records 
into the spreadsheet and regularly 
enter files left from the previous 
week.” 

Barry concludes, “There are many 
positive outcomes of this initiative. 
The people we assist find it 
refreshing to have young people 
giving their time to assist others. Our 
senior students and adults working 
on Saturday get great satisfaction 
working face to face helping others 
in our community and as interest 
continues to grow from senior 
students our Conference has 
increased from 16 members to 39.”

Conversations BBQ 
Success

http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/conversations-bbq-a-success/
mailto:regwong99@gmail.com
mailto:dom.bondar@vinnies.org.au?subject=
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/senior-high-school-students-assisting-with-conference-visitation/
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/senior-high-school-students-assisting-with-conference-visitation/
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/conversations-bbq-a-success/
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/conversations-bbq-a-success/
mailto:regwong99@gmail.com
mailto:dom.bondar@vinnies.org.au?subject=
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/conversations-bbq-a-success/
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Leadership Program for Conference Presidents 
now available
Leading Conference Life is a brand 
new 6 hour session for Conference 
Presidents. Kate Scholl is taking 
bookings to facilitate this in your 
Central or Regional Council. 

Kate Scholl explains, “This is the 
next step in our Unlocking 
Leadership Potential program.  

The sessions are similar in style to 
the ‘Conversation’ sessions that 
Janice Jones and I led in 2016 with 
Regional Council Presidents but the 
content is completely different. Each 
participant receives a Resource Kit 
that has been designed with the 
particular needs of Conference 
Presidents.” 

“We can offer a series of workshops 
in your Central Council or just one 
(noting the participant numbers 
below). The target group for this 
workshop is Conference Presidents, 
but other members are welcome to 
attend. The hope is that Regional 
Council presidents will also 
participate, as a major part of their 
role is supporting Conference 
presidents,” says Kate. 

See the sample flyer for more 
information. 

Kate Scholl is available to lead a 
session or sessions in a Central or 
Regional Council (or combined 
Regions). 

Logistics 
A variety of time frames are possible: 
• A single 6 hour session (including 
breaks), during the week or a 
weekend day. 

• 2- 3 shorter sessions held over a 
time span that will suit your 
presidents, to total 5 hours of contact 
time. 

Numbers 
• Ideally a minimum of 8 and 
maximum of 30 participants for a 
session. 

Contact Kate to set up a time to 
come to your Central Council or with 
any other queries you may have, on 
(02) 9568 0209 or email: 
kate.scholl@vinnies.org.au  

Testimonials from the pilot 
workshop in Maitland Newcastle:  

• I appreciated the networking 
with other Presidents, the 
information kit and the flow of 
ideas. 

• I especially liked exchanging 
ideas and discussing the various 
ways our Conferences operate. 
The Resource Kit is very helpful. 

• It was a really worthwhile day. 
The information and discussions 
were excellent. 

• It provided a good opportunity to 
better understand the role of the 
Conference president and 
members. 

• Great presentation—very clear 
and covered so many topics 
well! 

Regional	Council	
Presidents	Breakfast	

The Regional Council Presidents 
Breakfast was held on 5 August, the 
day of the Social Justice Forum. 

The State President Denis Walsh 
(pictured below) and CEO Jack de 
Groot gave a presentation on 
changes to our constitution and 
provided information about the 
impact of these changes. 

Please take some time to view the 
recording in full here. We encourage 
you to leave any comments or 
questions on this page. 

Annual	and	Review	and	Plan

A reminder that the Annual Review 
and Plan for Regional Councils 
resource is available to enable 
Regional Council members to reflect 
on how they are working as a 
Regional Council and consider how 
they might be more effective in: 

A. Living our Mission 
B. Relationships 
C. Learning and Development 

(including Spirituality and 
Resources) 

D. Member Growth and Expansion 
E. Regional Council Meetings

http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/leadership-program-for-conference-presidents-now-available/
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/regional-council-presidents-breakfast/
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/SAMPLE-Conference-Presidents-Conversation-FLYER-II-to-go-with-Leading-Conference-LIfe.docx
mailto:kate.scholl@vinnies.org.au
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/leadership-program-for-conference-presidents-now-available/
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/regional-council-presidents-breakfast/
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/SAMPLE-Conference-Presidents-Conversation-FLYER-II-to-go-with-Leading-Conference-LIfe.docx
mailto:kate.scholl@vinnies.org.au
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/regional-council-presidents-breakfast/
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/resources/annual-review-and-plan-for-regional-councils/
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/resources/annual-review-and-plan-for-regional-councils/
http://mavs.vinnies.org.au/regional-council-presidents-breakfast/
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Contact	us	
If	you	would	like	to	contribute	to	an	
upcoming	newsle$er	or	have	any	
quesIons,	please	contact	Kate	Scholl	
on	the	details.	

2C West Street
Lewisham NSW 2049
Tel (02) 9568 0209
Email kate.scholl@vinnies.org.au 

Spirituality Resources 

Spiritual Reflection Guide 

The September - December 2017 
Spiritual Reflection guide is 
available to download in the 
electronic version on the internet 
and can be easily accessed and 
printed. 

Prayers  
There are also a range of prayers 
and reflections (such as the one 
below) that are available for 
download on our resources site. 

Prayer of 
Acknowledgement of 
Traditional Owners 

Holy Spirit, 

We invoke your blessing on 
this country and on us as we 

gather today.  We 
acknowledge the Indigenous 

elders of this place, the 
Gadigal People of the Eora 

Nation, those who once lived 
here and into whose sacred 
space our forbearers came, 
changing forever an older 

way of life. 

Bless us and bless their 
descendants. Help us to join 

our hands and hearts 
together. Help us to heal one 
another and the land, so that 

our lives may flow with 
harmony and that we may 

live with love and deep 
respect. 

Amen 

6th Annual Rosalie Rendu Event: People Seeking 
Asylum in our Community - 19 October   
Join us for the Rosalie Rendu Forum where we will discuss the issues 
affecting people seeking asylum. 

There will be an empowering and knowledgeable panel including keynote 
speaker Professor Gillian Triggs former President of the Australian Human 
Rights Commission. The general public and St. Vincent de Paul Society 
members, volunteers, employees are invited! 

Creating Your Purpose Webinar  - 24 October  
Members are encouraged to consider if there are women that they assist who 
might appreciate participating in a free webinar on Creating your Purpose: 
Goal Setting for Women that they can join on 24th October at 10-11am from 
any computer, laptop, tablet or phone with internet connection.  

How does it work? 
1. You need to let us know you are interested. Send an email to 
olc@vinnies.org.au indicating your interest. 
2. We will send you an email back with the information you need to register / 
access the webinar. 

Australian Catholic Youth Festival - 7-9 December 
The Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF) from December 7th-9th 2017 
is a national gathering to provide Catholic young people opportunities to 
deepen their relationship with Jesus, be empowered to be disciples in the 
world today and encounter and celebrate the vitality of the Church in 
Australia. The Festival will launch the Year of Youth, celebrating ten years on 
from hosting World Youth Day 2008. 

There will be many young people from the St Vincent de Paul Society across 
Australia participating in the event. Vinnies will have a strong presence at the 
event. Registrations are still open and encouraged. See the festival 
website for full details http://www.youthfestival.catholic.org.au/  
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