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President’s
Message
My Brother and Sister Vincentians,
I hope all your Christmas plans are progressing well; it’s a great feast and a
joyful family celebration. Christmas is the perfect time to celebrate the
love of God and family and to create memories. We who are fortunate to
have the love of family and friends and are able to share the goodwill of
the Christmas spirit, as Vincentians are also aware of those less fortunate
who are in need of our help especially at this time.
The homeless and rough sleepers were the focus recently, with the official Reopening of the Matthew Talbot
Centre and launch of Newcastle Registry Week taking place on 17th October. The opening and launch coincided
with Anti-Poverty week. It is also the launch of the “Right to Home Campaign” in our Central Council area. A
petition to the NSW State Government was also launched that is asking the Government to legislate for a
minimum of 15% of units in new developments be allocated for Affordable Housing. We ask that you please
support this program by circulating the petition within your community and parish. Meetings with our Society’s
Amelie Housing, local councils and the Maitland Newcastle Catholic Diocese, to establish Social and Affordable
Housing in Newcastle and Maitland, is continuing and we have been given encouraging support by all
stakeholders.
Advent is the time to settle down, take a deep breath and concentrate on what’s important. The week of advent
reminds us to set aside some of the hectic business of the season and to quietly reflect on the promise of the
baby Jesus, born over 2000 years ago.
“Thank You” to all our volunteers, members and staff for their dedicated work during 2016. I think we can all
say well done. Please continue your efforts to spread the Word and good works of the Society to all and to pray
that we are able to attract more “labourers for the vineyard”. Our newly appointed Membership, Development
and Support Coordinator, Clare Van Doorn, is currently visiting Conferences and Regions to offer support and
help for our members and the work of the Society. Clare can be contacted at the Diocesan office or mobile
0436449019 and email clarevan.doorn@vinnies.org.au
Gabby and I would like to extend to all of our brother and sister Vincentians the peace and
joy of Christmas for you, your family and also to all our friends in need. Please enjoy the
festivities with family and friends and I look forward to catching up with everyone in
2017.
May the peace of Our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
Have a happy and holy Christmas.
And a quote from Andy Rooney “one of the most glorious messes in the world
is the mess created in the living room on Christmas day. Don’t clean it up to
quickly”.
Peter
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Mini Vinnies

World Changers in Training
St Columba Primary School, Adamstown

Last week many of St Columba’s keen Mini Vinnies members met myself, Lisa Matzanke, and year 5 teacher
Mrs Mansfield at Hamilton Uniting Church to decorate a tree with AMAZING sequined baubles that children
made themselves during lunchtimes. The tree is superbly decorated with blue, gold and silver decorations
to represent our school colours. It is on display at Hamilton Uniting Church (corner of Beaumont St and
Denison St) for 4 weeks. During this time members of the public are asked to go in and PLEASE VOTE FOR OUR TREE!
You place a vote by paying $1 in the box near your favourite tree. At the end of the 4 weeks ALL MONEY RAISED goes
to our designated Charity – St Vincent De Paul – which will immensely assist their Christmas Fundraising this year. You
can vote as many times as you like!
St Columba’s Mini Vinnies students meet every second Thursday during lunchtime with Helene O’Neill and myself to
coordinate fundraisers, participate in social justice initiatives and organise visits to local nursing homes. They
enthusiastically participate in all activities and have thoroughly enjoyed being part of Mini Vinnies this year.
Lisa Matzanke – Religious Education Coordinator at St Columba’s Adamstown

Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School, Tarro
Thankyou Jesus for saving us, you rescued us from darkness and helped us to see the light.
You forgave our sins and you redeemed us.
God you created this world for us and all creatures that inhabit it, you created heaven for us and you gave
us your son.
You hold our world together, and you trust that we can follow in Jesus' footsteps
we thankyou for allowing us the opportunity to be like Jesus and help the world and all those in it as Jesus Did!
Amen
I am thankful for my family and friends, i am thankful for my education and home to feel safe in, Im thankful for my
ability to be able to help others and make them feel good. Amen
Dear God, Thankyou for my family and friends, and my wonderful life. Thankyou for my time and opportunities to help
others Thankyou! Amen
Dear Jesus Thanks for the food I have and the hope I have Amen
Dear God Thankyou for my family and my friends I love them so much! Amen
Prayers written by Mini Vinnies year 5 students
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St Paul’s Primary School, Gateshead
This year we have had a record number of students involved in the Mini Vinnies! It just shows the spirit of generosity
and willingness to help others that we have at St Paul’s.
Earlier in the year we were involved in the Queensland Drought Appeal. We helped ‘The Little Juddies’ by collecting
many boxes of non-perishable food items to be sent to families in drought affected areas of Queensland. It was a
massive effort by our St Paul’s students and we were proud to help out our fellow Aussies!
Our Mini Vinnies have been involved in organising donations for the Seafarers and Women’s Shelter as well as class
money tins to donate to families in need over Christmas. We have bought items to donate to the women at Mum’s
Cottage and are holding a fashion parade later this term with clothes to donate as well.
The Mini Vinnies have also supported and helped organise our weekly lunch clubs. These run on Thursday and Friday
each week and give the students more opportunities during the lunch playtime. Students can participate in Art, Lego
or Outdoor Activities with the help of our Year 6 mini Vinnies.
Thanks Mini Vinnies for all you have done this year!!!
Mini Vinnies - Pyjama Day
This year our Mini Vinnies wanted to organise something special for the “Mission to Seafarers”. This is an
organisation that supports the many men that work on the ships that arrive in Newcastle Harbour. Often these men
have been on the ship and away from their families for 6 to 9 months!
Our students were invited to wear their PJ’s to school in return for an item of mens clothing. Our amazing kids raided
their Dad’s wardrobes and we collected over 20 large bags of donations of warm winter clothes for men in need.
At recess our talented Mini Vinnies performed as buskers around the playground earning lots of coins from our
generous students. We had dancers, magic tricks, instruments and even a band!!!
It was a fabulous day organised by the Mini Vinnies and supported wholeheartedly by our generous St Paul’s family

Holy Cross Primary School, Glendale

Left: Mini Vinnies visit to Mums Cottage, Holmesville (a service offering mentoring, advocacy, counselling and respite to mothers)
5
Right: Mini Vinnies ‘Raid Your Wardrobe’ donation day

AbilityLinks

Celebrating Diversity

What a year it has been for Ability Links in the Hunter and on the Central Coast! We have welcomed twenty-two new
faces to the team and I’m impressed with how well everyone has picked up the values of the program and the Society
and used them to reach outcomes with people and communities.
One of my favorite projects to see happen across the team has been the mapping of accessible toilets. Linkers
partnered with Spinal Cord Injuries Australia to identify and assess accessible toilets in their local areas. The tool is
used by people with disability and/or mobility issues to find accessible toilets. You can learn more about the tool at
www.toiletmap.gov.au . The part I enjoyed most was hearing the interesting conversations that were sparked as
Linkers were caught out in community assessing public toilets.
2016 saw the commencement of the CALD Community Engagement Project. This project seeks to support culturally
and linguistically diverse (CALD) communities identify and access disability supports and to enhance participation and
inclusion in community. The project has worked in partnership with the Hunter CALD Disability Reference Group, to
implement a Community Advisors Strategy. The Strategy works with CALD community members to provide workshops
and activities about the NDIS, whilst providing opportunities for community advisors to share cultural narratives
around topics including disability, inclusion, help seeking and caring roles. The Project has also facilitated training and
internal processes that allow Linkers to collaborate on good practices that will strengthen the relationship between
Ability Links and local CALD communities.
With the creation of two new roles in the areas of Community and Business Engagement Coordination we have been
working hard towards our goal to build the community’s capacity to be welcoming and inclusive. Specific outreach
strategies and key projects are being developed across strategically-identified focus areas and new referral pathways
are being forged on a regular basis, resulting in new referrals across the region. This year also introduced the Ability
Links team to Local Area Coordinators. We are very excited that the LACs have joined up with Vinnies and over the
next year we look forward to strengthening our relationships.

Key achievements from the Maitland/Muswellbrook workgroup:
The Maitland/ Muswellbrook (MuMa) team have adapted to the changes in the program this year with
little disruption and extreme professionalism while continuing to build relationships with community.
They have continued to identify with community projects that will be sustainable.
Maitland have worked with Maitland City Council on the Accessibility and Inclusive Event tent for the 7 flagship events
over 12 months as a trial and evaluation phase. Also working with Maitland Regional Art Gallery on inclusive spaces
and practice. New connections have been established and Maitland team will be supporting Maitland Park Bowling
Club to commence community consultations.
Muswellbrook have initiated conversations with Muswellbrook council, in regards to access to the stores in Brook
Street Mall, and the council have since installed ramps to all of those premises as well as made adjustments to the
accessible parking so that it is compliant. They have also co-facilitated Disability Awareness training with U3A.
They have already started thinking and working towards projects for 2017 and they are enthusiastic to see change
happen in their communities.
Nicole Wall, Maitland/Muswellbrook Team Leader
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Ability Links Hunter/Central Coast have supported Spinal Cord Injuries Australia during 2016 to update the National Public
Toilet Map. We have had Linkers visiting public toilets across the Hunter and Central Coast assessing them using
assessment tools provided by SCIA. This information has been provided to SCIA and has been used to update the National
Map. This has been an eye opening but fun learning experience for Linkers and has resulted in other conversations being
had with local councils, businesses etc about improving accessibility for all people. Please tell your friends and family
about the map. It can be accessed online at https://toiletmap.gov.au
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MATTHEW TALBOT
HOMELESS SERVICE
Matthew Talbot Homeless Centre
Official reopening
The Matthew Talbot Centre official re-opening, for
anti-poverty week, was held on Monday 17th
October and was a great success. There were close
to 80 people in attendance, including conference
members, staff and VIPs from local community
organisations. It was a lovely morning and we were
privileged to have Uncle Bill Smith come and
perform a Welcome to Country and cleansing
ceremony in the courtyard. Carmel Hanson spoke
about the Right to Home Campaign, Karen Soper
and Michael Fitzpatrick spoke about Newcastle
Registry Week and Father Dom Carrigan moved
through the building performing a blessing in every
room.

Newcastle Registry week
The Matthew Talbot Homeless Service in Wickham
Coordinated the inaugural Newcastle Registry from
the 17th – 21st October using a recognised tool
called, the Vulnerability Index – Service Prioritisation
Decision Assistance Tool (VI-SPDAT). This tool
assesses the needs of individuals and families
experiencing homelessness. Our centre was the
“headquarters” for the 50 volunteers involved.
This was a partnership of 9 collaborating
organisations who were out at 4.30am for three
days in a row finding people sleeping rough. The
area covered was the whole of the Newcastle LGA.
A total of 54 people identified with 2/3rd being
homeless men.
So far we have successfully housed 14 people and
our goal is to house everyone identified in 12
months while providing ongoing support and wrap
around services to assist them to maintain their
housing and to live a better life.
8

A glance over the past year at Matthew Talbot Homeless Service
Total number of people
assisted

787

Other vital statistics
Effort

Off the numbers of people receiving
services …..
107 were documented as high effort
(Our funding target is 31)
91 people were documented as medium
effort. (Our funding target is 56)

Low
Medium
High

72% of people were between

Age

30–54 yrs. 2% were under 16yrs
Between June to July 2016,

Indigenous

12.9% identified as Aboriginal

Status

That figure increased to 18.5% from July to
Oct 2016

Assertive

The Assertive Outreach team has recorded
separate data to document people rough
sleeping which included seeing 82 people

Outreach

Innovative Approach
The service has developed an innovative approach to finding and reporting ‘rough sleepers’ with an
online 'report a rough sleeper' and ‘I am a rough sleeper’ form. The community or individual can
complete the form and submit directly to the service. Once received the assertive outreach team then
follows up and visits the location to engage the rough sleeper. This tool has seen positive results with
the general public making direct online reports. https://www.vinnies.org.au/page/Find_Help/NSW/
Housing/The_Matthew_Talbot_Homeless_Service/
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Compeer Hunter has had a massive couple of months in the lead up
to Christmas. In October, we hosted a Barefoot Bowls Event to ‘bowl
out stigma’ surrounding mental illness. While the weather was a bit
touch and go during the week, we were blessed with clouds and
some sunshine… NO RAIN! We hosted the event during Mental
Health Month (October), and were lucky enough to have Marcela Del
Sol contact us about being a part of the day. Marcela’s story was
shared on 60 Minutes and The Project earlier this year – she is living
with dissociative identity disorder (DID). Marcela talked about the
struggles that she has had in her life due to her diagnosis, and how
programs such as Compeer are so beneficial to the community. I had
the pleasure of catching up with Marcela one on one prior to the
event. She is such a strong woman! If you would like more
information about Marcela’s story, please give me a call on 40 323 573 or shoot me an email on
sarah.adams@vinnies.org.au.

Compeer
We have also been working on adapting our Compeer training and forms. This has proven to be a big task,
but a worthwhile one! We have had a lot of success in creating new friendships within the community
over the past months, and are aiming to continue this process up until we break for Christmas.
As always, if you have any questions about Compeer, or would like to volunteer,
PLEASE call us on 40 323 582 or email compeernewcastle@vinnies.org.au.
We are currently in need of volunteers over 55, both male and female.
Have a fantastic break, and we will see you in the new year!
Kind regards,

Sarah Adams
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Youth

World Changers in Action
Christmas is a hard time for families all over our central council yet many still donate generously to their school’s
appeal collection for the Society every year showing great Christian spirit.
A very big thank you to St Joseph’s Primary Charlestown and Merewether, Holy Cross Glendale, St Benedict’s
Edgeworth, Rosary Park Primary Branxton, St john’s Primary New Lambton, St Paul’s High Booragul, St
Columban’s Primary Mayfield and many more schools that are still making and collecting Christmas hampers as
this goes to print up until the end of term, to help rebuild strength in those we will assist this Christmas and
beyond.
We had a successful Teen Buddies Day 8th October at Revolution Park (trampolining, bubble soccer and more),
Maryville.
On 25th November 30 children from across
the central council went off on the bus to
our last Kids Camp for the year at Great
Aussie Bush Camp Tea Gardens. 14 leaders
went with them to enjoy time together
building friendships and everyone had a
great weekend. Thank you to all our youth
volunteers and members that have given so
much love and time into our youth
programs, we truly are blessed by your gifts.

Next year in January we get ready to kick it all off again with a Teen Leadership Camp at the same campsite on
20th-22nd January. This weekend aims to build confidence and important life skills for teens aged 12 and
starting high school up to 15 years of age. Many of these participants have gone on to become Vinnies Youth
volunteers once they turn 16 and really enjoy giving back to the Society. If you have a young person that you
would like to refer to this program or would like more information please contact me in the new year as I will be
on leave for all of December away in the USA.
Thank you very much for all the conferences that referred kids to the programs this year,
members and centres staff who collected donation hampers and distributed to those in need,
our dedicated young people who give their weekends and lots of their rare spare time to give
young kids a chance at breaking the cycle of poverty.
Michelle Kot
Michelle.Kot@vinnies.org.au
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Social Justice
THE VINNIES WAY
Background to Petition for Affordable Housing.
The cost of Rental Accommodation has been sky rocketing
This has meant that employed people particularly in the Service IndustriesParamedics, nurses, firemen, police and indeed all those who work with the
Public -have been unable to rent affordable property close to their place of work.
Forced to live in outer suburbs these workers are
 Forced to travel long distances.
 Spend many extra hours away for their families.
 Faced with personal/family stress because of their exhaustion and long hours
of travel.
Carmel Hanson rsj
Psychologist, Solicitor,
Migration Agent,
Social Justice Rep
Maitland/Newcastle

In trying to live close to work the huge rents result in workers getting into debt,
facing eviction, losing employment and some falling down into dependence on
charity.

The Society has a vision that everyone has a home they can thrive in. This means
a home that they can afford without undergoing housing stress ( over 30% of their income spent on rent.)
Housing stress means families are reneging on essential expenses for food, utilities, health and education.
The Society has decided that something needs to be done to address the issue of affordable housing.
At the National Level the Society has asked the Commonwealth to establish a 10 billion social and affordable
housing fund. This means that high rents can be subsidised from this Fund, enabling workers to live close to
their place of work.
At the State Level the Society has recommended changes to the planning laws so that they include a
requirement for large residential developments to include at least 15% of Affordable Housing. Such a change is
best practice overseas and is already implemented in South Australia where, in 2013, one thousand, two
hundred and twenty three affordable homes were delivered.
The petition is to put pressure on the State
Government to follow the lead of South Australia and
legislate for 15% of all new developments to be
dedicated to Affordable Housing.
Today, 24th November 2016, Peter Fishlock and myself
met with the Member for Newcastle, Tim Crackanthorp
MP to speak to our Affordable Housing Campaign
(Pictured Left). Tim was enthusiastic in his support and
encouraged the Society to approach all State and
Federal members.
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Migrant, Refugee &
Asylum Seeker Conference
2016
Summary
Throughout the year we
have welcomed many new
families into our region,
with

the

latest

arrivals

originating from Syria.

January
Members attended a Citizenship Ceremony on Australia Day at Newcastle City Hall. This is always a very
moving ceremony, especially if it includes a family that we have assisted. They are so proud and are all
happy to say “I’m an Aussie now”.

March
Members volunteered at Harmony Day Celebrations in Cessnock, Singleton and Lake Macquarie.

May
Members volunteered at the Multicultural EXPO held at the Multicultural Neighborhood Centre at
Lambton.

June
Members participated in Refugee Week Celebrations.

September
Members began attending working party
meetings for Lake Macquarie Harmony Day
Celebrations to be held on the 21st March 2017.

October
Members volunteered at the River Lights Festival
in Maitland. We highly recommend attending this
festival, if possible, you can see our
Multicultural
Community at its best with
entertainment and foods from all over the world
and best of all you can make new friends and
learn about a their culture.
13

Centres

Tanilba Bay Centre
Celebrates 20 year anniversary
The original Tanilba Bay Vinnies opened in July 1992 and was situated in the Kooindah Centre, where the Real Estate
Office is today. This was a small shop with the work area only being 10’ x 3’. This small area was used for sorting and
ironing, as well as being the lunch room for volunteers.
There was no shortage of willing workers - there being over forty volunteers. Goods were collected from Branxton,
Medowie and Stockton and were of the highest quality. There was no dumping of rubbish as we experience today.
Working hours were from 8.30am – 4.00pm.
Des Randell was the Regional President during this period.
It was evident as time passed that a larger shop was
needed to provide for the Tilligerry Peninsular.
On 9th September 1996 the new Centre located at
President Wilson Walk was completed and the official
opening and blessing of the building took place on 23rd
November 1996.
Ross & Bev Hill, Frank Morrisey, Peggy & Reg Pettit and
Jack & Cath Carmody built and installed all the fittings in
the back workshop.
VOLUNTEERS
Nell Arundell

Jenny Bailey

Margaret Balaam

Fay Beveridge (Vice Pres) New Shop

Betty Burke

Pauline Brown

Kath Carmody

Jack Carmody (furniture help)

Sue Cook

Joy Davis

Mavis Dixon

Errol Dolan

Cath Dolan

Margaret Edwards

Velma Fitzpatrick

Vicki Ford

Helen Gibson

Pam Ford

Helen Goodworth
Cath Playford (President)

Paula Smythe
Perry McNeal

Maureen Sharne
Joan McNeal

Margaret Morrisey
May MacVean

Frank Morrisey
Elaine Lees (Presidrnt/Conference)

Jan Lanesbury
Pam Lowe

Olive Hanson

Bev Hill

Ross Hill

Cath Jefferies

Bridgette Jenkinson

Pat Kelly

Beryl Lanesberry

Joan Laverick

Olive Huntley

Bonnie Voysey
Peggy Pettit

Anna Vindahoed
Sandra Mills *

Valma Speirs

*Sandra Mills is the longest serving volunteer still with us.
Carol Archer
President
Tanilba Bay Centre
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New ‘Flagship’ Centre at Dungog opened on Monday 2nd May 2016 and
the volunteers are doing a wonderful job with the sales being up 35% on the
same time last year. Very well done and congratulations to the Centre President
Marie Sharp and the Dungog Vinnies Volunteers.


East Maitland re-opened following the storms last April. The Centre is like
a new pin and the feedback from customers is very positive. Well done to Area
Centre President Judi Stokes and the volunteers at East Maitland and Kurri Kurri
for their hard work leading up to and during the re-opening on 8th February.


Forster has received a re-vamp, with new racks, book & shoe shelves, display cabinets, mannequins and the
retail area also has the Marketing/Merchandising Campaign and Treasure Hunt now in place. Well done to
the Area Centre President Liz Royal for supporting the Forster volunteers through this transition.



Wingham Centre was closed during November for building works, to
erect a false ceiling in the sorting area to hopefully improve the
temperatures during both summer and winter, which gave volunteers
the opportunity to re-vamp the retail area. Thank you to the Newly
appointed Centre President, Bev Riach, and the team of volunteers, for
their hard work and dedication during the busy period of the re-vamp.
The customers certainly missed their visits to Wingham and have given
great feedback on the new look. The Wingham Christmas Window
display, as always is a huge hit with everyone.



Mini refurbishments have been completed in Morisset, Cessnock, Toronto, Murrurundi, Tea Gardens and
Belmont Centres.



We are in urgent need of new volunteers and are planning a Volunteer drive for Vinnies Centres across the
Central Council in the New Year.



Sadly, due to us not being able to renew the lease, Edgeworth Centre will be closing mid-January, but we are
busy looking for new premises in the area. Thank you to Karen Simpson who will be leaving her role when
the centre closes. Thank you to the volunteers who have said that they will be re-joining the new Edgeworth
Centre once it is found.

I would like to expr
ess my sincere than
ks to Rosemary Tu
Presidents, Judi St
cker, Vice Presiden
okes, Liz Royal, Ca
t Centres. The Area
thy Hearn, Tracie
and relentless hard
Centre
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er for their dedica
year and my sincere
Centres
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thanks to all the Vo
lunteers across al
l 29
I wish everyone A Ve
ry Merry Christmas
and A Happy, health
y and prosperous 20
17!
Karen, Centres (Ret
ail) Coordinator
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Centre

Jim Timbs, President of Nelson Bay
conference, at the Mass for the Feast
Day of St Vincent de Paul 27 September
2016 at St Michael’s Nelson Bay.
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Staff Spot

Melbourne Cup at
Central Council
Office
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What role do you fulfil with the SVdP Society?
Membership Development and Support
Coordinator..commenced in October 2016
Tell us a bit about yourself?
I’m a recent resident to NSW from Victoria and I am blessed to
be living in the Paradise that is call Port Stephens. The weather
and the water is just sensational!
What do you love to do outside of work?
RUN COOK READ! Sounds like a good name for a book!
I’m an avid traveller with too many destinations to name on
my bucket list but Machu Picchu Peru would be No. 1 choice

Happy Birthday!
Happy birthday to Narelle Carter, our wonderful
Account Assistant, who celebrated her 40th
birthday in November.
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It is hard to believe that 2016 is almost over. At this time of the year, so
many people want to help make Christmas meaningful for those most
vulnerable in our community. We have been blessed with donations from schools, parishes,
workplaces, clubs and groups, such as the residents of an Over 55s village who chose the Matthew Talbot
Centre to be the recipient of a collection among the residents over recent months. The generosity of people is
truly heartening.
Our Conference stats for the first quarter, July to September 2016, have been collated and a few interesting
facts are noted below:
Active members 459
Visits 5,246 – a 3% reduction in visits from the April – June 2016 quarter.
People assisted 3,528 – 28.1% for the first time, 71.9% had been assisted in the past
The postcode where the highest number of people assisted resides is 2320.
Women make up 61.3%, men 38.7% of people assisted.
The total $ value of assistance is $666,652 spread over the Regions:
Eastlakes 16%, Lower Hunter 16%, Lake Macquarie 15%, Newcastle 14%, Manning 12%, Vineyard 9%, Port Stephens
8%, Upper Hunter 7%, Migrant & Refugee 2%.

With much appreciation and gratitude for the wonderful work achieved by members, volunteers and staff, may I
wish everyone a happy and holy Christmas and many blessings for 2017.

Denise Lucas

Stats

A big Thank You to all the
wonderful Conference Statisticians
for your continued fantastic efforts
and time spent preparing, processing and inputting the
your Conference then emailing direct to our
Central Office.
May you all be blessed with a beautiful,
relaxed, healthy and safe Christmas and a
Happy and Prosperous New Year
With love, thoughts, appreciation and
thanks

Maree
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‘From little things, big things grow.’
Last September Pope Francis canonised a saint whom many people regarded as a saint while she was still
alive – and for many of us it was in our life time. Of course, it was Mother Teresa of Kolkatta (Calcutta).
After dispensation from her vows as a Loretto Sister, she founded the Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta,
India, in 1950. She died on 5 September 1997. From her very simple and poor beginning, her Missionaries
numbered over 4000 when she died. They operated 610 missions in 123 countries. Over 1,000,000 coworkers aided the Missionaries of Charity in the 1990s. Truly ‘From little things, big things grow!’
In a recent editorial in the British international Catholic Weekly THE TABLET (10 September 2016), the
editor, writing about Mother Teresa’s legacy, wrote,

‘One comparison to her life’s work could be even nearer at hand, for instance in the work done by
ordinary volunteer members of the Society of St Vincent de Paul. It is a work of mercy well known,
though often too little appreciated, in almost every Catholic parish. (Bold print mine).

Again, as we know, this work of the Society began with Blessed Frederic Ozanam and companions –
University students in Paris. What began as small acts of mercy and compassion over 170 years ago has
spread all around the world. As Fr Richard Leonard SJ told us at this year’s Damascus Day, the St Vincent
de Paul Society in Australia is 2 ½ times the size of the Salvation Army.
Of course, all of the above has a precedent which we celebrate each year – at Christmas. It’s the birth of a
baby who has transformed the world. Christians believe that Jesus of Nazareth, born of Mary, is God
incarnate, God-made-man. According to the Scriptures, He was born in a stable and laid in a manger. The
country in which he was born was under the control of a foreign occupation – the Romans. His parents
were so poor they could only afford the poor offering in the Temple when he was presented there. Yet He
changed the world.
May the Spirit of Jesus who inspired Frederic Ozanam and Mother Teresa continue to inspire all of us this
Christmas season and in the New Year. We now know again that ‘from little things, big things grow.’
Dom Carrigan CSSR
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Local Buzz

10
11
Dec

Dec

Compeer Christmas BBQ
Hamilton North Bowling Club
Email Sarah.Adams@vinnies.org.au for details or to RSVP

Newcastle Permanent Carols by candlelight
Speers Point Park: 12pm –9pm

11

Sanctuary Carols by Candlelight

11

Multicultural Christmas Choral Concert

Kurraka Dr, Fletcher : 5pm-9pm

Dec

Sacred Heart Cathedral, Hunter Street: 7pm (Free)

Dec

23- 3
Dec

Christmas closure

Jan

4-26
Nov

Central Council Office

Christmas Lights Spectacular
Hunter Valley Gardens , 6:30pm-10pm
2090 Broke Road, Pokolbin

Jan

31

Maitland New Years Eve Celebration
Central Maitland Riverfront, Maitland: 5pm-9pm

Dec

18

Mental Health Wellness Walk
Pacific Park, Newcastle 10am

Feb

20

