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Dear Friends and Supporters
Welcome to our first edition of ParraMattas-Community Newsletter. Every few months we
want to bring you some updates about our people, our communities, and our work. You
might know us through our Vinnies stores or through the tireless caring work of our members
and volunteers. But we hope this newsletter will interest you in how much more there is to
Vinnies in Western Sydney and Blue Mountains.
We are an organisation with a very proud tradition in Australia dating back more than 130
years. We cherish our legacy and aspire to carry it with us every day in our mission to serve
others with love, respect, justice and compassion. However, the cover of this year’s Annual
Report boldly states: “It’s all about Renewal” and that means that we never stop refreshing
our vision of service with an updated understanding of the needs of those we serve.
As a lay Catholic organisation, we are thrilled to welcome Parramatta Diocese’s newest
Bishop, the Most Reverend Vincent Long, Bishop of Parramatta. Bishop Long’s outstanding
record in the Catholic Social Justice tradition highlights just one of the many areas where
Vinnies is all about renewal as we lead with advocacy and action under our newest strategic
pillar of Social Justice. Our members work in teams called “conferences” to support people
experiencing disadvantage. Every day members hear real stories from real people of
hardship and triumph. Informed by these powerful stories, Vinnies in Western Sydney is
seeding important conversations about housing stress, the cost of living, and refugee and
asylum seeker concerns, and linking with influencers who can help up change the drivers of
disadvantage.
Please join us on this exciting journey as we build on our legacy, embrace change, and
renew and refresh our ways of working.
- Susan Goldie, Executive Officer

On the 4th of June St Vincent de
Paul NSW held its annual Social
Justice Forum. It was a wonderful
opportunity to work together to build
strategies to target our key priorities
of:

housing and homelessness;

energy affordability and cost of
living; and

refugees and asylum seekers.
Our Western Sydney and Blue
Mountains Lead Social Justice
Representative, Jan Speers,
inspired the attendance of a large
contingent of 19 members, staff and
volunteers from across Western
Sydney.
The day resulted in some clear
advocacy messages within each of
our Social Justice priority areas.
We’ll shortly be planning actions
around the outcomes of the day so
keep an eye out for more
information!
To find out more about our social
justice activities, or if you want to
get involved, email
parradio@vinnies.org.au or call 02
8861 9700.

Tell me how you first got involved in
with Vinnies? What was your
motivation?
I got involved with Vinnies in 2003 by
accident. I heard about a programme
called Compeer which was all about the
power of friendship. Volunteers are
matched with someone who is living with a
mental illness and who is isolated. It was
only when I enquired about the programme
that I was told it was one of Vinnies’
"Special Works". My motivation was no
different to many volunteers; I felt so lucky
for the great blessings I had over my life
such as parents, siblings, friends, my very
supportive wife and children, and
employers, that I was motivated to give
something back.

and experiencing significant
challenges, but are always respectful
and appreciative of our non-judgmental
conversation.

“It's an amazing programme,
which has changed my life.”
Then in 2005, Vinnies approached me to
get involved with organising the Annual
Vinnies Western Sydney Doorknock
Appeal in the Hills area. This is by far my
most time-consuming and
challenging Vinnies work. Planning
typically starts in May each year and
concludes in October. For me it's
a leadership & management role, which
helps fund the front line programmes like
Emergency Assistance and the Vinnies
van—and keeps my brain active!

What are your activities and what do
they involve?

What has surprised you most about
working with Vinnies?

My Compeer friend and I have been mates
for 13 years. It's an amazing programme,
which has changed my life. Every
friendship is different of course, but we try
to do something together for an hour or so
every week such as coffee, lunch, or
visiting someone.
After that I became aware of the Vinnies
Van programme in Western Sydney.
which offers "tea, coffee, a sandwich, and
chat" to our less fortunate brothers and
sisters in Mt Druitt and Parramatta. We
love having a chat to our friends on the
streets. They are typically disadvantaged

The incredible number of people in NSW
alone who are Vinnies members or
volunteers—around 15,000 across the
state. Not to mention the wide range of
programmes and services Vinnies runs in
direct support of those people in Sydney
who are doing it tough.

Bring your electricity, gas or water
bills and letters to St Vincent de
Paul Society NSW in Mt Druitt, and
staff from the Energy & Water
Ombudsman NSW will help you
understand them and assist with
billing issues.
What to bring
• Current water, gas and electricity
bills
• Past water, gas and electricity
bills
• Letters from suppliers
• Centrelink Health Card and any
concession cards
Where?
Caroline Chisholm Centre for
Social Justice, 94 Kurrajong Road,
Mt Druitt
When?
Commencing 4 August 2016 and
thereafter first Thursday of each
month from 9.00am - 3.00pm
Need an interpreter?

What motivates you to stay involved?
The love I have not only for my many
friends experiencing disadvantage, but
also the multitude of amazing volunteer
colleagues I work alongside throughout
each year.

Telephone interpreters will be
available on the day.
Bookings are essential.
Please call St Vincent de Paul
Society NSW (02) 8804 3434 and
ask to make an appointment for
this free information session.

www.ewon.com.au

More than 2,000 staff and students
from high schools and primary
schools across Western Sydney
have taken part in Sleepouts,
workshops, and presentations
since May this year as part of the
Vinnies Winter Appeal.

Almost 50 per cent of funding for Vinnies’

and retail supply chain for Vinnies across

works in local communities is generated
by the sale of donations through our

Western Sydney.

shops. Unfortunately though, many of the
donations are unfit for sale or reuse, and
must be disposed of.
This costs the St Vincent De Paul
Society NSW more than $1.5 million to
have it removed each year—money that

The group developed a “Reduce the
Waste” proposal aimed at improving the
quality of donations received by Vinnies,
and also looking at cost-effective
solutions to the waste disposal.
The students were part of Western

would otherwise be helping people

Sydney University’s Social Engagement

experiencing severe disadvantage in the
local community.

multidisciplinary program designed to

Between February and May, we were
host to four students from Western
Sydney University. Working closely with
Retail Manager Phil Basti, they spent
four months learning about the donations

and Leadership Program (SELP), a
promote leadership and community
engagement for high achieving students.
Thanks to Chelsea, Andrew, Sebastian,
and Kok for your efforts!

The Winter Appeal asks the
community to ‘Rethink
Homelessness’, while raising vital
funds to support people
experiencing disadvantage and
homelessness in their
communities.
These schools and communities
also ran blanket and warm clothing
drives, and collected toiletries, nonperishable food , and other
essentials to provide essential
support.
On behalf of Vinnies and our whole
community, we’d like to say thank
you to everyone who participated in
the 2016 Winter Appeal!

“It was an amazing experience
and we now realise that we are
very lucky to have what we
have.”
- Year 5 student,
St Margaret Mary's School

St Vincent de Paul Society (NSW) Western Sydney, and the Institute of Advancing Community Engagement (IACE) at the Australian Catholic
University (ACU) are working together to create opportunities to help people make a fresh start through university education.
The Clemente Programme offers at no cost, supported, tertiary level education in the humanities for people experiencing disadvantage. This
Programme is a proven success, having run internationally for over a decade. Clemente imparts a sense of empowerment to get back on track
in other aspects of life.
The course comprises a 13 week unit of study per semester. The unit is a first year humanities subject with university standard assessments.
Participation is the key goal. Successful completion of the four units qualifies students for a non-award Certificate in Liberal Studies from ACU
and then students may choose to go onto further study in an undergraduate degree at university.
Students attend a weekly lecture at the Caroline Chisholm Centre in Mt Druitt, followed by the Learning Partner/tutorial session. The next semester will be commencing on 10th August 2016 and students will be studying Australian Indigenous Peoples Past and Present.
Each student is matched with a volunteer Learning Partner, who provide support, encouragement and assistance to help students undertake
research, study effectively, structure assignments and develop critical thinking.
For more information about this amazing opportunity, please do not hesitate to contact Edna Milag on 8804 3434 or edna.milag@vinnies.org.au

CEO Sleepout
350 CEOs and community leaders
from across Sydney slept outside
at Carriageworks in June as part of
another successful Vinnies CEO
Sleepout.

UPCOMING EVENTS
This year’s theme is Homelessness Counts. Through this Homelessness Australia is
encouraging all to recognise that those experiencing homelessness are a valuable part of
our society and must be supported.

Friday 5th August, Blacktown ● Monday 8th August, Parramatta

National Op Shop Week 2016 will take place from Sunday Aug 21st to Aug 27th 2016,
promoting the great work charity op shops do in our community.

They were among 1500 CEOs
nationally whom together raised
close to $5.7 million to ensure
Vinnies can continue to support the
thousands of men, women and
children who access our services
on a daily basis. For more
information, go to
www.ceosleepout.org.au.

Vinnies Western Sydney welcomes
the following staff members to our
team:
Anna Ashenden, Social Justice
and Community Engagement
Manager
Ben Lawson, Distribution Centre
Manager

The Doorknock Appeal will be conducted on the 21st and 22nd of August, and raises funds
for the work of the St Vincent de Paul Society in the Parramatta Diocese. If you'd like to
volunteer, please call 8861 9700 or email parradio@vinnies.org.au

Free training run by leep for volunteers living or working in The Blue Mountains, Blacktown,
Penrith, Hawkesbury, Parramatta, The Hills, Auburn or Holroyd. Thursday 11th August,
9.30am—4.30pm. To find out more or to register, call 02 9891 4522 or email
volunteer@leep.ngo

Vinnies Van Support, near Wentworthville
WHAT: Clean and tidy of Van and donations storage base
WHEN: Once a month, dates/times flexible
REQUIREMENTS: Teams of approximately 6-8
MORE INFORMATION: 02 8861 9740
Learning Partners, Mt Druitt
WHAT: Support for students undertaking university education through the
Clemente Program
WHEN: 2 hours per week for 13 weeks, commencing in August
REQUIREMENTS: Completed university degree or in final year
MORE INFORMATION: 02 8804 3434

Western Sydney and Blue Mountains
PO Box 573
Wentworthville NSW 2145
02 8861 9700 ph
02 9636 8171 fax
parradio@vinnies.org.au
www.vinnies.org.au

