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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
In our last edition of ‘ParraMattas’ I wrote about the challenge of change and the need
for Conference members to be aware of ‘change issues’ and to be prepared to accept the
challenge to improve the way in which we approach home visitation for better outcomes
for the people seeking our assistance.
Catholic Care Social Services (CCSS) Clothing Bins
One change that was not on my radar was the decision taken by the Parramatta Diocese
to establish a Catholic Care Social Services (CCSS) system for collection of clothing
donations through a network of bins located in school and parish grounds to raise funds
for CCSS. Since April, 2015 when we first became aware of the decision a number of meetings have been held with
Diocesan representatives to seek a reversal of the decision or a possible working partnership with CCSS.
Unfortunately, we were unsuccessful and the Diocese will now proceed to implement a ‘bins program’ which will
directly impact the traditional SVDP model for raising revenue and diminish the Society’s capacity to generate funds for
the most vulnerable in our community.
I have been very grateful for messages from Parish priests promising their ongoing support for the Society and
continuation of SVDP bins on parish grounds.
I am now asking that each Conference consider and adopt alternative donation arrangements through the distribution
of special purpose SVDP donation bags. If each Conference can manage the distribution and collection of 10-15 bags
on a continuing basis this will greatly assist in meeting the challenge we face to maintain the financial resources
needed to fund our assistance program for our most disadvantaged brothers and sisters. More details shortly.
Charles O’Neill Memorial Walkway
Charles O’Neill founded the SVDP Society in NSW by establishing a
Conference at St Patrick’s Church Hill, The Rocks on 24 July, 1881.
Message from the Executive Officer….…………...2
Charles is buried at Rookwood Cemetery. Building work is underway at
Loaves & Fishes…………………………………..3 Rookwood for a memorial walkway in recognition of his outstanding
contribution to the Society. The walkway, which will incorporate
National Op Shop Week Launch……….…………3 interpretation panels on his life, will be officially opened and blessed on
Wednesday 18th November, 2015 by Bishop Terry Brady.
Honours, Awards & Blessings…………………….4
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Rosalie Rendu Lecture……………………………5 Annual Festival Mass
The Mass will be held at St Patrick’s Catholic Church, Grosvenor Street,
Festival Mass at Penrith…………………………...5 Church Hill, Sydney (site of first Conference meeting) on Thursday 10
December, 2015 at 10.30am. All are invited and welcome. Mass will be
Penrith Vinnies Shop 1st Birthday Invitation……...5 followed by a light lunch.
Margaret Druitt Day Care Centre’s New Garden….6

Personnel Changes
Celmente Australia– Mt Druitt…………………….7 Michael Perusco, CEO has resigned to take up a senior position in
community housing in Melbourne.
Visitation Toolkit………………………………….8 Dianne Lucas is acting CEO.
Matt Cleary, Executive Officer, NSW Support Services has tendered his
Budget Counselling Success……………………….8 resignation to take up an overseas position.
Ray Reynolds, State President has announced that he will stand down
in December, 2015. An election will be held on 9th December, 2015.
Best wishes,
Alan Ruff,
President, PDCC
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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER
The past months since our last ParraMattas have been full and productive. I
managed a fortnight’s leave in July, meeting two of my 3 adult children in Paris
for a precious week’s family holiday. Closer to home I have also had the great
pleasure of hosting two wonderful events on behalf of Parramatta Diocese
Central Council:
• The national launch of Op Shop Week which was held at our North
Parramatta store with our guest of honour, Mrs Margie Abbott
• The Opening of the TAFE NSW garden at the entrance to the Margaret
Druitt Daycare Centre in Emerton.
For the full and fabulous details, please see elsewhere in Parra Matters.
There has been number of changes to ways in which conferences work and I want to acknowledge the
challenge of absorbing so much change in a short period of time. I also want to thank conferences for
working with the PDCC Office in helping us to implement so many new systems so quickly. It is worth
noting how much conferences have achieved.
• National Police Checks for conference members
• New A and B forms in line with Department of Social Services requirements
• Privacy consent forms for the people we support
• New procedures for the Department of Social Services ERF grant funds
• Centralised ordering of store cards and new paperwork for recording store cards
We’ve also invited you to consider:
• The Escape from Poverty fundraising pack
• The challenges facing our supply of donations and new ways of supporting our stores through
the Vinnies donation bags
• Moving from washing baskets to recycle bags for Christmas hamper time
And in the pipeline we still have:
• The Conference Toolkit including training and support
• Centralised system for ordering emergency furniture (commencing November 2015)
The importance of these changes can sometimes get lost in either the details of each change or the
feelings of discomfort which change can engender for all of us. So I’ll close with a few words about why I
think that each of these changes is important for us in Parra Dio. The changes I have listed all have the
following in common:
•
•
•

We can use our available resources more efficiently
We better understand how to assist the people we support
We can grow our capacity to tackle disadvantage right across the Dio.

These are 3 compelling reasons for me to continue leading change in my role as EO. Thank you for
being willing to walk that journey with me.
Warm regards
Susan Goldie
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LOAVES & FISHES
St Vincent de Paul Society, Parramatta Diocese is pleased to be working in partnership with Mary Queen of the
Family Church, Blacktown, as of June 2015, in support of Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry. Loaves and Fishes
provides conversation and emergency food parcels to locals who are experiencing rough times, struggling to keep
food on the table and generally unable to make ends meet. Food parcels include pantry staples which can allow
families to feed their children and focuses on healthy breakfasts and meals that can feed small to large families.
Loaves and Fishes is open to all residents of the Parramatta Diocese. Volunteers work in pairs on a roster and aim
to engage clients in friendly conversation, share information about other assistance services, and of course, provide
critical care through food parcels.
Loaves and Fishes is situated at the Mary Queen of the Family Church, 51-59 Allawah St Blacktown, adjacent to the
main carpark entrance. It operates between 10am – 2pm Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) and is closed
for 4 weeks over the Christmas/ New Year period.
To find out more please contact us on 02 8861 9700.

Vinnies North Parramatta store hosts National Op Shop Week Launch 2015
St Vincent de Paul Society NSW had the great honour of hosting the nationwide launch for the 2015 National Op
Shop Week at our North Parramatta store in August. The week-long event is run annually by Do Something, an
organisation that encourages the public to get actively involved in and give back to their local community.
A gala affair was held in store on Sunday 23rd August with a VIP list of guests including the former Prime Minister’s
wife, Margie Abbott, ambassador for National Op Shop Week. Mrs Abbott encouraged the audience and onlooking
media to take up her ‘2 year challenge’, to donate any clothing from your wardrobe if it hasn’t been worn in two
years, echoing beautifully the week’s theme, “Op Until You Drop”. The audience was treated to a sustainable fashion
parade full of recycled clothing found in store at Vinnies. Students from St Patrick’s Marist College selected and
modelled the outfits with gusto while the school band entertained the large crowd during morning tea.
National Op Shop Week is a great initiative encouraging people to both donate to and shop in charity op shops to
achieve a more sustainable fashion and retail outcome as well as supporting the good works that charity retail stores
help fund. The Vinnies launch was covered in local newspapers and appeared on Channel Nine News.
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HONOURS, AWARDS AND BLESSINGS
Pat O’Flynn pictured right, receiving his 50th
year blessings as a member of the St Vincent
de Paul Society. Pat was a member of St
Monica’s Conference, North Parramatta &
Sacred Heart Conference, Westmead. He also
held various positions within Parramatta
Diocesan Council and NSW Sate Council. Pat
now lives with his wife Patricia in the
Wollongong Diocese were he continues to
assist the Society.

Diocesan Honour Awards
We are happy to acknowledge and thank these members and volunteers for their contribution to the St Vincent de
Paul Society, and celebrate their award at the Diocesan level.
2015 Citation for Merit for Youth
Mr Troy Gordon: St Finbar’s Parish, Glenbrook: For his dedication to parish Youth and Music Ministries, from his
early days as a member to being leader of these groups.
Miss Julia Hoban: Christ the King Parish, North Rocks: She continues to set an example for the youth through her
Music Ministry and charitable activities.
Miss Lisa Hoban: Christ the King Parish, North Rocks: For her tireless involvement in Youth and Young Adults
groups, Music Ministry and SRE classes.
Mr Michael Constantine Setefano: Good Shepherd Parish: For his commitment to youth though his work in the
Parramatta Young Christian Workers and Students movements. While at Loyola Sense High, Mt Druitt, he created
the Dei Gratia Group with Walker Falemoata Aloiai.
2015 Diocesan Medal of Honour recipients
Mr Brian Arthur Flynn (deceased): Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Wentworthville: For nearly 60 years, he was
active in parish life; as a member of various committees and charities, his quiet mentorship is a wonder legacy.
Mr Peter Gardner: St Anthony of Padua Parish, Toongabbie: For his contributions to the parish for more than 30
years; assisting in various areas from technological to charitable and the Men’s Breakfasts.
Mr John Knight: St Anthony of Padua Parish, Toongabbie: For his dedication for more than 50 years with his wife,
Maureen, helping to maintain the school and church grounds and as a football coach.
Mrs Maureen Knight: St Anthony of Padua Parish, Toongabbie: For her many and varied efforts spanning more
than 50 years; actively volunteering on both parish and school committees.
Mr Raymond Samonte: St John XXIII Parish, Glenwood-Stanhope Gardens: For his dedication and leadership of
the Music Ministry since the earliest days of the parish when the church services were held in Holy Cross Primary
School library.
Mrs Manel Viswasam: St Nicholas of Myra Parish, Penrith: For her enthusiastic participation in the parish and local
community for 40 years; a dedicated Catechist who ensures those most in need are remembered.
Mr Leo Weekes: Holy Spirit Parish, St Clair: For his active participation on various committees, especially his work
on behalf of the St Vincent de Paul Society.
Text from Catholic Outlook September 2015
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ROSALIE RENDU LECTURE
On Wednesday 14th October during Anti-Poverty Week both staff and conference members from Parra Dio were in
the audience for the 4th annual Rosalie Rendu lecture. This year’s topic was “Investing in Children to break the
Cycle of Poverty”. Our keynote speaker was the much lauded Dorothy Hoddinott, principal of one of the most
successful schools in our Dio, Holroyd High School. Dorothy made some powerful observations about the
imperative to support children out of disadvantage:
•
•
•
•

•

Disadvantage is a human rights issue
We can do much more in Australia to facilitate the
human rights of children living in poverty
Access to education is key to enacting the human rights
of children
Resourcing our education system properly to support
disadvantaged children empowers them to strive for, and
attain, something different than intergenerational
disadvantage
Supporting one child through school and into
employment opportunity can lift a whole family out of
poverty.

There is much work to be done within Parra Dio to partner
with our schools communities in supporting their work.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL FESTIVAL 2015 AT PENRITH
The Penrith Conference graciously hosted the St Vincent de Paul Diocesan
Festival Mass at St. Nicholas of Myra, Penrith at 9am on Saturday 26th
September, 2015. The Principal Celebrant was Fr. Joe Manjaly (MS).
Over seventy members from many Conferences attended the Mass. This
provided a welcome opportunity to share our Vincentian spirituality and
thank God and St Vincent de Paul for the many blessings bestowed on our
attempts to live out the gospel message of providing help to our brothers
and sisters in need.
I would like to sincerely thank Fr. Joe, Brian Brainwood, Joe Tabone and
the members of the Penrith Conference for their work in organising the
Mass and for their hospitality in providing a very welcome morning tea in
the Parish Centre after Mass. A special thank you to Derdrie D’Lima for her
work in design of the mass book and visual material.
A spiritual occasion for which we are very thankful.
Alan Ruff
President, PDCC

VINNIES PENRITH INVITES YOU TO CELEBRATE ITS
1st BIRTHDAY BASH!
Visit Vinnies Penrith as we celebrate our 1st birthday with a fun-filled family celebration including sausage sizzle,
jumping castle, lucky dips and a special appearance of comic stars. Many treasures and vintage finds will be on
offer, so come along and support your local Vinnies Shop!
Event details:
Where: Vinnies Penrith, 2/120 Batt Street, Jamisontown
When: Saturday 7th November, 10.00am-3.00pm
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MARGARET DRUITT DAY CARE CENTRE’S RAINBOW ADDITION
In April this year, The Western Sydney Institute of TAFE ‘s Horticultural students won the People’s
Choice award at the Sydney Royal Easter Show landscape design competition. The much coveted
prize was to deliver a $10,000 garden make over to the charity of their choosing, and they chose
Vinnies’ own Margaret Druitt Day Care Centre.
In August, students studying 1st, 2nd and 3rd year apprenticeships spent two weeks preparing and
landscaping a new garden entrance for the Luxford Rd child care centre, much to the delight of the
children watching on daily. The work has expanded the child safety fencing to create a broader open
area at the entrance of the centre where families can meet before and after pick up and drop off. The
garden layout, by TAFE student designer Kirstin Abrahall, features a rainbow serpent spiralling through
the space and creating a gathering place beside the front entrance and is populated with native
Australian plants that will attract native wildlife to visit the garden.
A small official opening ceremony was held on Friday 28 August on site with Minister for Skills, John
Barilaro, and a number of distinguished guests witnessing the opening and being the first to experience
the new garden. An indigenous smoking ceremony was conducted by local Elder Greg Simms who
cleansed the new garden space for all visitors to the centre. An afternoon tea saw guests enjoy the
sunshine and wander through the new garden.

Pictured left is before and below
is after
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CLEMENTE AUSTRALIA- Mt Druitt Thrives
The Caroline Chisholm Centre for Social Justice - Mt. Druitt and the Australian Catholic University (ACU)
are working in partnership to offer the Clemente Australia Program. This is a free university course to
people, who would like a chance to learn more about themselves and the world in which they live.
The Mt Druitt Thrives Initiative (Clemente Australia Program) is a community project of the broader Mt
Druitt area, which offers university studies to people who may not otherwise be able to undertake them.
Such study is presented in a way that is tailored to their individual needs and offers them hope, greater
self-confidence and renewed belief.
We currently have 12 Clemente students who are approaching the end of their second semester. They
are currently undertaking the Introduction to Sociology module. This module covers many topics that
impact our society things such as: gender, wealth and inequality, ethnicity and race and health
inequalities. Some of these topics can be very confronting but our students are thriving and rising to the
challenge of being University students.
This exciting program will be continuing to be offered at the Caroline Chisholm Centre for Social Justice
in 2016, where the students will be undertaking Introduction to Australian Literature.
If you have anyone that would be interested in participating in this amazing opportunity, please contact
Danielle Budge on 8804 3434 or danielle.budge@vinnies.org.au
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VISITATION TOOLKIT
On Monday evening, 12th October 2015, I had the opportunity to attend a
gathering of members from the Parramatta Diocesan Social Justice Committee
and Recruitment and Learning team, along with our Central Council President,
Alan Ruff, our Executive Officer, Susan Goldie and Alison Bryett from the
Wentworthville office.
Kate Scholl (Senior Coordinator for Member Engagement at our NSW State
Office) skilfully facilitated the evening as she introduced each of us to a new
and rather fantastic resource that I believe, will significantly enhance the
knowledge and skills of all Conference members, and ultimately greatly assist
those we serve.
The new resource is called the Conference Visitation Toolkit and contains
all the necessary information one would need to prepare and conduct both
basic and complex home visitations. However, the greatest benefit doesn’t
come from just reading the Toolkit at your own leisure. To really get the most
out of this resource you really need to attend a Toolkit Conversations Session
like the one I attended on the 12th October.
Now if you’re thinking, “this would be good for new people with limited or no
experience” then you are wrong! I know because I initially thought the same
thing, and I wasn’t alone in that view. Most of the people gathered on that
Monday evening were very experienced Vincentians and each one of us came
away better informed and we even learned a few things.
The Toolkit Conversation Session provides you with an opportunity to explore the Conference Visitation Toolkit and
its potential to enhance your work as a Conference member in assisting others. It provides time to share strategies
and knowledge about how to best support others in need and reflect on how we can become more effective in our
service.
So, after attending this session, everyone present was in agreement that we should give all our Conference members
the opportunity to experience what we did. We are putting together a rollout schedule for both the distribution of the
Conference Visitation Toolkits to all Conferences and several Toolkit Conversation Sessions. So stay tuned and
make sure you book yourself on a session when the schedule is announced.
Steve Harrison
PDCC Vice President

BUDGET COUNSELLING SUCCESS
Congratulations to the 27 members from 20 conferences throughout the Parramatta Diocese who have successfully
completed stage 3 Budget Counselling training during 2015.
An information day is planned for early 2016 for budget counselling graduates to share ideas and build their skills.
Budget counselling is integral to conference work and strengthens the capacity of people we support to take full
control of their circumstances.
We hope to run more Stage 1 budget counselling courses in 2016 which are open to all conference members.
Participation in further training requires a nomination from your Regional President. Please do look out for information
about upcoming courses in 2016. We encourage every conference to have members trained in budget counselling so
we can offer a hand up as well as a hand out to the people we support.
Many thanks to Anthony Ruzgas, Nepean Regional President, who has tirelessly supported our Parramatta Diocese
Budget Counselling initiative.
If you would like to submit an entry or notice into the next PARRAMATTAS newsletter, or if you have any feedback or
questions regarding PARRAMATTAS, please email parradio@vinnies.org.au or contact the Parramatta Diocesan
Central Council Office.
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