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Welcome to the summer and 
Christmas Edition of our SACC 
Newsletter and the last edition for 
the year. 
As we approach Christmas we 
have many calls on our time as we 
are also nearing the end of the 
school year and are busy buying 
Christmas presents for family and 

friends. 
 
As Spirituality is the foundation of our St Vincent de Paul 
Society, we hold Festival Masses each year in the    
Central and Regional Council areas throughout the 
State. Here in Sydney Archdiocese, we have celebrated 
three Combined Regional Council Festival Masses in 
September and October as well as Northern Suburbs 
Festival Mass at Lane Cove on 22 November followed 
by our own Festival Mass combined with Sutherland 
Shire and St George Regional Councils at Gymea on 2 
December which will complete all our 2016 Festival 
Masses for our 11 Regional Councils.  

NSW State Council then celebrated their Festival Mass 
at St Patricks, Church Hill on 6 December.   
 
We also have the traditional Christmas Appeal at our 
various Schools and Parishes throughout the Sydney 
Archdiocese and our Schools Liaison Officer, Mary    
Musolino, has also been busy taking the “Vinnies Train” 
around the Mini-Vinnies Schools and having the         
participating schools fill the carriages with hampers and 
gifts to support our many Specialised Services          
consisting of Outreach Services, Respite Care Services, 
Men and Women Refuges and Sydney Vinnies Van  
Services. 
Whilst for many of us Christmas is a time for celebration, 
it is also a time of despair for those who are homeless or 
who are experiencing financial stress. These are the 
people who need our support more at this time of the 
year than any other.   
 
Our Christmas Story this year is of Anna, a single   
mother with two young children who was escaping    
domestic violence and facing the grim reality of being 
homeless and possibly having to give up custody of her 
children unless she could find alternate accommodation.  
In her darkest moments she sought assistance from  
Vinnies and we were able to find her affordable         
accommodation and provide ongoing support for her 
and her family to enable them to start rebuilding their 
lives. There are many people like Anna who we         
endeavour to assist on a regular basis. Please consider 
people like Anna when your local School or Parish holds 
their Vinnies Christmas Appeal so that they too may be 
assisted by your local Conference. 
 
I thank you all, Staff, Members, Volunteers and        
Supporters, for your contribution to Vinnies this year and 
wish you all a Happy and Holy Christmas and a       
Prosperous New Year in 2017. 
 
May God be with you all. 
Tony Corkeron 
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Kaye Palmano is the Communications Officer for Sydney 

Archdiocese Central Council. Please contact her via phone 

or email if you'd like to be featured in this newsletter.        

Phone 02 9532 3125 Email kayep@sydneyvinnies.org 
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The recently established Outreach Conference at 
Sutherland has been kept very busy supporting 
people in the local community .Their work has 
been expanding as membership continues to 
grow, with each meeting being attended by       
potential new members.   
Not only have the dedicated team begun home 
visitation, they have also been organising events 
at Como Social and Leisure Centre and planning is 
in full swing for Christmas Hamper collections and 
packing. The members will also be assisting     
Sydney Archdiocese’s Social Justice and        
Community Engagement team by wrapping      
presents and writing on Christmas cards for their 
Christmas Buddies Day event. 
Huge thanks to the Outreach Conference for all 

they have achieved over the last few months! 

Auburn Community Support Centre has recently relocated 
from the Auburn Business Centre in Harrow Road to Auburn 
Central Shop P7B, located on the corner of Queen Street and 
Park Road, Auburn. 
  
On Wednesday, 9 November the new Centre was officially 
opened and blessed by Fr. Ray Farrell, Parish Priest, St John 
of God Parish, Auburn. The Blessing was attended by  
representatives from Sydney Archdiocesan Central Council 
and the local Liberty Plains Regional Council as well as      
representatives from Trinity Catholic College, Auburn. 
 
Geoff Barrett, Liberty Plains Regional Council President, 
spoke of the Community Support Centre being a place where 
those facing financial difficulties can seek support for their 
immediate needs.  “There are many areas where Vinnies can 
also advocate for our clients on their behalf” said Geoff. 

  

In a recent Winter Appeal, the Mini Vinnies members from St Martha’s Primary School, Strathfield undertook an  
interesting mission. The aim of the Appeal was to collect 5 cent pieces and use the proceeds to purchase rice for 
hostels for those we assist in Sydney Archdiocese. An underlying objective was to show both the collective value of 
a coin often discarded by many and also appreciate how small donations can go a long way.  
 
The results of the initiative are summarised below: 
 

 Together Mini-Vinnies collected a substantial amount, in fact, $1, 237.35 at the last count; 

 Or, expressed in another way, 24,747 coins you might say. 
 

It was calculated that 15 cents would buy a rice based meal and based on that calculation St Martha’s Mini Vinnies 

members have provided over 8,250 meals. The collection of 5 cent pieces allowed the purchase of almost one 

tonne of rice, which in turn was donated to five services across Sydney Archdiocese. 

A huge thanks goes to both the members of the Mini Vinnies Conference and the members of the St Martha’s     

Conference who worked together to assist so many this past winter.                                                                       

Philip Rogers, President of St Martha’s Conference Strathfield 
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SPECIAL WORKS NEWS 

On Wednesday, 28th September staff and volunteers from Bankstown Community Support Centre represented the 

St Vincent de Paul Society in the Bankstown Homelessness Connect Event.  Prior to this they had also assisted in 

the preparation and planning for the event. 

The Society was one of thirty organisations participating on the day.  The dedicated teams of staff and volunteers 

worked closely with members of the community offering a range of professional services including financial and  

material assistance and emotional support.  The event was aimed at providing early intervention support to prevent 

people becoming homeless in the Canterbury/Bankstown area.  

Throughout the day the Society supported over thirty eight clients with information, clothing, materials and a   

friendly face to encourage people to have a chat. Society volunteer, Romonda Eid, was involved with the          

preparation and distribution of food on the day as well as assisting with the important registration and evaluation 

process.  She also offered “free hugs” throughout the day, wearing a special t-shirt and a friendly smile!  On hand 

to volunteer at the Society’s stall were TAFE and high school students Nadia Bidawid and Margarita Mokrova.  

The Kingsgrove/Bankstown Region’s Client Support Officer, Olga Kochelovskaya, proved to be quite popular and 

well known amongst local organisations and clients alike, and Marvi Mannan, the Region’s Administration          

Assistant, engaged in light and joyous conversations with various welfare organisations and visitors, using her    

exceptional networking skills and friendly nature to gain trust and insight into the areas that need extra attention.  

All in all, this was a pleasurable day filled with success and the team from the Bankstown Community Support   

Centre received positive feedback and recognition for their efforts and contribution to the Bankstown community. 

Well done team! 

George is one of our long 

standing Men's Shed     

volunteers and on 

Wednesday 28th October 

he finally became an    

Australian citizen after  

living in Australia for over 

40 years. George was  

accompanied by a friend from the Men’s Shed at his     

official ceremony to receive his certificate. 

George has been a much loved volunteer at Mary    

MacKillop Outreach, Haberfield since 2007 and attends 

the Men’s Shed three days a week, every week.  

George originally came from Zabbar in Malta and has 

been involved with many projects in the Shed. 

On speaking with George as to why he is a volunteer he 

said, “Staying at home is no good. I love it here. I have 

learnt so much, I have a lot do and the people are nice.” 

Congratulations from all of us here at Haberfield! 

On Thursday 27th October 2016, Sydney         

Archdiocese Disability Services were invited to join 

the Volunteer Expo organised by 3Bridges       

Community to promote volunteer opportunities.  

Both Como Social & Leisure Centre and Mary 

Mackillop Outreach rely on support from volunteers 

and the Volunteer Expo was held at the Hurstville    

Entertainment Centre – a central location. 

During the afternoon staff chatted with many     

people about the volunteer opportunities available 

at both sites and raised awareness of disability  

issues  as well as the Special Works of St Vincent 

de Paul Society.  

We are optimistic that those who attended the Expo 

will pursue volunteering with us. One potential   

volunteer has even said, “I can’t wait to take up the 

offer of a site visit to learn more about the service 

and how I can make a difference.” 
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CENTRE NEWS 

Van and Hoa are husband and wife and volunteer at Sydney Archdiocese’s 

Glebe Vinnies store four days a week. They have been with Vinnies as          

volunteers for a combined total of ten years.  

Van came to Australia 36 years ago on a boat as a refugee. Upon arrival, he 

received assistance from a charity to help him get on his feet and this inspired 

him to volunteer with Vinnies all these years later. Van then began to bring Hoa 

along as they both had free time and wanted to do something for others.   

 

“I volunteer because I want to give back to the community and help people who 

are struggling like I was when I came to Australia” said Van. 

Van is the handyman at Glebe, can fix almost anything and brings a  lot of     

personality and laughter to the store. Hoa is just as much fun, has an incredible 

work ethic and always has a smile on her face.   

Over the years they have both become valued members of the team and both 

work extremely hard. Acting store manager Lauren said, “Van and Hoa bring so much fun to our shop and we are so 

grateful for their contribution to our store!” 

Gordon Darcy Moore 

started with the Society 

as a volunteer at our first 

store in Liverpool. He 

volunteered at Liverpool 

until 1987 when he  

transferred to the new Mt 

Pritchard centre where he 

became an employee 

and still works today.  

 

Gordon originally lived in 

the suburb of Miller in the 

Liverpool region and worked six days a week. In 2005 he 

moved to Woy Woy on the central coast, yet despite this 

move he still works at the centre one day per week,   

rising at 3:30am just to make the journey! 

 

When staff ask Gordon why he travels so far to work, his 

answer is, “good job good people”. Gordon is now 67 

years young, never misses a week and shows no signs 

of slowing down. 

Judy Redman retired on the 10
th
 October 2016 after 

thirty eight years with the St Vincent de Paul Society 

as both a volunteer and an employee. 

She commenced as a volunteer at the Liverpool shop 

in 1978 where she took on the responsibility of   

opening and closing the store.  She later moved to 

the Mt Pritchard centre before returning to the new 

Liverpool store in a permanent part time role from 

which she recently retired. 

Judy was an inspiration to the Society and all who 

knew her and will be sorely missed by customers and 

the team. Thank you Judy for all that you have done 

for Vinnies.  
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SYDNEY VINNIES VAN SERVICES 

 

We were delighted to learn recently that we were successful in our application to DOOLEYS Lidcombe Catholic 
Club for funding to purchase a new vehicle for our Sydney Night Patrol and Brekky Van services.  

The application to DOOLEYS was made through the ClubGRANTS scheme which is a shared State Government-
Club Industry program, funded by a 2.25% gaming machine tax rebate provided by the State Government to those 
registered clubs with gaming machine profits in excess of $1 million per annum. 

Sydney Night Patrol operates every night of the year (except New Year’s Eve) with two vehicles visiting            

designated areas within the inner city of Sydney providing a meal, blankets, toiletries, snacks, hot beverages and, 

most importantly, companionship to people experiencing, or at risk of, homelessness. Brekky Van provides a 

cooked breakfast, cereal and hot drinks at Prince Alfred Park, Surry Hills, on the weekend. 

One of the current Vinnies Van Services vehicles is over 17 years old and is having an increasing number of         

mechanical problems which impacts on the service.  “Replacing the vehicle will mean that we are able to continue 

the service with fewer interruptions” said Jessica Wishart, Sydney Vinnies Van Coordinator.  “Having a more  

reliable vehicle will ensure that we are 

able to continue meeting the needs of the 

people we assist, and providing a point of 

stability in people’s lives.” 

We are very grateful for the generosity 

and support of DOOLEYS Lidcombe  

Catholic Club which has enabled us to 

purchase a new vehicle to meet the      

operational needs of  Sydney Vinnies Van 

Services!  What a great difference this 

vehicle will make to the thousands of   

people who volunteer for Sydney Night 

Patrol and Brekky Van.   

Volunteers will         

always have a 

good chat! The service is  

reliable & there 

for me! 
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SYDNEY VINNIES YOUNG ADULTS 

St Therese Catholic Primary 

School at Sadleir-Miller recently 

held a Pyjama Day to raise 

funds to purchase items for the 

newly renovated Marian Centre, 

a crisis accommodation and 

case management service for 

women with children.  

The school raised an            

impressive $520 to be used to 

purchase bed linen and towels 

for families at the service.  

Many schools launch their Mini Vinnies group with a commissioning ceremony at 
a school assembly or liturgy.  

At a commissioning ceremony, the students in the Mini Vinnies group are        
recognised for being part 
of the group and for    
wanting to help people. 

Schools Liaison Officer, 
Mary Musolino attended 
the first ever               
Commissioning ceremony 
for brand new Mini Vinnies 
school, Sacred Heart at 
Cabramatta on Monday, 
1st November. 

Claire Johnson’s term as Sydney Youth Rep has come to an end. It’s 
now time for Claire to pursue the next 
phase of life having completed her 
university studies and qualifying as a 
Primary School teacher. Wherever 
this next phase takes her, in Claire’s 
words, it’s “exciting times!”    
Claire has been an incredible        
support and source of energy and  
initiative to us in all aspects of Sydney 
Youth and at a NSW/National level as 
well- such a wonderful presence in the 
world of Sydney Youth and such a fine     
advertisement and representative for 
young adult Vincentians.   
A new Youth Representative will be       
appointed in the near future. 

The KidzWish Foundation kindly donated a range of 

many gifts for our Buddies and Teen Day Christmas 

party this year. The donation was organised by one of 

the ambassadors of KidzWish who had for many 

years heard positive stories about the work of Vinnies 

Youth programs.  

One of our new young volunteers is also organising a 

group of mums from her area to donate gifts for those 

attending the celebration.  As a young mum herself 

she wants to bring some Christmas joy to children 

who may not be as fortunate as her own.   

With the help of volunteers like this and donations 

received from Kidzwish 

and other generous      

donors, each child will   

receive a very special      

present from Santa on the 

day. 

Special thanks must go to 

the Sutherland Outreach 

Conference members who 

spent a morning wrapping 

all of these presents.   

Santa was thrilled he had 

such great helpers! 
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FEATURES 

 
Have you ever wondered how some people always manage to   

uncover stylish and affordable clothing, shoes and accessories  

every time they op-shop? Well, recently some of our shoppers were 

lucky enough to find out the secrets. 

 

Our Vinnies Shop at Waverley hosted one of two free styling      

sessions in November and stylist Tara Castella shared all her trade 

secrets and unlocked the mysteries of inspired op-shopping at   

Vinnies. 

 

“The aim of the evening was to show the audience–mainly women–

how they can put together fashionable and stylish outfits at an    

affordable price,” says Jacqui Dropulic, NSW Retail Development 

Manager. “We wanted to make the styling session a fun, informa-

tive and   valuable shopping experience. “We know that shoppers 

can get overwhelmed by the range and so we thought we could 

show them how to construct their wardrobe, starting with a good set 

of basics and building up from there with colourful and unique 

touches.” 

 

Tara grew up with a love for op-shopping and knows Vinnies well. 

“I’ve been shopping at Vinnies since I was 15 years old,” she said. 

The ‘head to toe’ Vinnies look was modelled by three Vinnies     

employees. Tara dressed them in three distinct looks and talked 

through their outfits, highlighting just how easy it is to have all of 

your fashion needs met and, at the same time, supporting a good 

cause and sustainable and ethical shopping habits - all at a great 

bargain price!  

 

Before they began their shopping the guests had the opportunity to 

ask Tara for her advice.  “All you need for shoes in summer is one 

great tan pair of sandals and a black pair of sandals,” said Tara. 

“It’s all about finding that staple piece and working around it.” Tara 

divulged the trade secrets of how to successfully shop at an op 

shop, how to get the most value from each and every visit and how 

to put an outfit together that embodied individual style.  

 

Tara’s knowledge and passion for fashion was the key to creating 

an event that will be remembered and talked about for months to 

come. Many thanks to all for organising and supporting the event. 

We look forward to hosting more Stylist Sessions in 2017. 
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NEWS 

 Julia Torrisi – Membership     

Development Officer 

 Alana Rose Triulcio – Disability 

Services 

 Alastair Colin Colgrave –

Disability Services 

 Sonya Judd - Retail 

 Timothy Boughton – Disability 

Services 

 Wayde Martin – Disability     

Services 

 Roxanne Gonzalez Lopez –  

Homeless Services 

 Penny Bugden – Homeless  

Services 

 Philip Berridge - Retail 

 Cooper Brundu - Retail 

 Wei Tuan - Retail 

 Vivienne Steward – Retail 

 All Regions have celebrated 

their Festival Masses and it was 

inspiring to see the number of 

people who attended. We look 

forward to celebrating with you 

all again next year. 

 The Auburn office will be closed 

between Christmas and New 

Year, re-opening in January. For 

anything urgent during this time 

please be sure to liaise with your 

manager. 

 We are always looking for good 

news stories for this newsletter. 

If you have a story you’d like to 

share please contact the     

Communications Officer on 02 

9532 3125 or at 

kayep@sydneyvinnies.org. 

Galit Hendricks, retail employee, celebrated 5 years on the 8th      

October 

Geoffrey Tir, retail employee, celebrated 5 years on the 15th October 

Priyanka Rathore, retail employee, celebrated 5 years on the 7th   

November 

Joanne Morgan, support worker, celebrated 5 years on the 28th    

November 

Heather Parker, retail employee, celebrated 5 years on the 28th    

November 

Serika Ollinkoski, retail employee, celebrated 10 years on the 24th 

October 

Bedros Kerakosian, warehouse employee, celebrates 10 years on the 

4th December 

 

 
Thanks to your passion and enthusiasm during 2016, we 
have been able to help the community’s most vulnerable  
people to rebuild their lives.  
 
Your generosity and compassion is truly appreciated and 
doesn’t go unnoticed.  
 
Best wishes for 2017! 
Graeme Roche 


