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When you’re facing a huge energy bill, do you turn down the heating or do you go without meals? When you can’t make rent, 

do you fall deeper into debt, or do you confront the frightening risks of homelessness?  

“Every day in Australia, someone faces impossible choices like these,” said St Vincent de Paul Society NSW President Denis 

Walsh, launching the 2018 Vinnies Winter Appeal. “Poverty means making tough decisions every day and every night. Right 

now in Australia, more than 116,427 women, children and men are experiencing or are at risk of homelessness. Sometimes 

our hostels or sleeping rough are the only options they have.”  

St Vincent de Paul Society NSW CEO Jack de Groot added: “From 2016 to 2017, Vinnies members provided over $7 million 

worth of food, in the form of vouchers or parcels, to people in need. Our services are more and more in demand as the costs 

of essential goods and services, including health, education and utilities, are increasing faster than wages for many low-

income earners. Others are forced by unbearable circumstances to make life-changing decisions.”  

People like Jenny, pictured above, who after eight years of experiencing domestic violence, had the impossible choice of leav-

ing home with nothing or living in fear for the rest of her life. 

“Fortunately for Jenny and her young children, Vinnies stepped in after she’d made her brave choice,” said Mr de Groot. “The 

family moved into one of our refuges for women and children, and now with Vinnies’ support, they are back on their feet.”  

This Winter, many more people will confront equally difficult decisions. With the generous contributions of the community, 

when people take that leap of faith, Vinnies can provide them food, shelter and hope for the future. Please donate to the Vin-

nies 2018 Winter Appeal, and help turn the impossible choices facing people experiencing disadvantage into options for a 

brighter future.  

For more information: www.vinnies.org.au or call 13 18 12; Media contact: Philip Sen|philip.sen@vinnies.org.au|0417446430.  



 

Welcome fellow Vin-

centians to the Winter 

2018 Edition of our 

Newsletter.  

Winter is the time to consider those 

we assist especially the homeless as 

cooler weather sets in.  

It is also when we hold our Winter 

Appeals in our local  Parishes and 

Schools, seeking donations of blan-

kets, etc, and funds to enable us to         

continue to provide the basic assis-

tance to families in need. This gives us 

the opportunity to share the works we 

do within Parish communities and 

thereby account for our stewardship. 

Some Regional Councils have experi-

enced a closing of  Conferences where 

Members have been unable to contin-

ue due to age or health issues, so we 

are continually challenged by renewal 

in seeking out new Members. The 

challenge here is to welcome youth 

into the Society, at all levels, not only 

Youth Conferences but in Parish Con-

ferences. This can only be achieved by 

longer serving Members encouraging 

the youth to join a Parish-based Con-

ference and take them on Home Visit-

ation with us as did the first President, 

M. Bailly, along with Frederic Ozanam 

and his Companions.  

The other big challenge we have this 

year is in the area of Safeguarding 

Children and the findings brought 

down by the Royal Commission into 

Institutional Responses to Child Sexual 

Abuse. We currently have some staff 

undergoing ‘Train the Trainer’ courses 

so they can provide the necessary 

training programs for all Members, 

volunteers and employees. We expect 

to commence in June/July. I thank you 

all Members, volunteers, staff and 

supporters for your contributions.  

Yours in Ozanam, 

Tony Corkeron (President- St Vincent 

de Paul Society, Sydney Archdiocese) 

The Matthew Talbot Hostel provides  
accommodation and specialised support 
to people who are homeless or at risk of 
homelessness. The service aims to       
provide immediate support and accom-
modation for people at the time of crisis 
as well as facilitate access to other     
essential services and more permanent 
housing.  

These services range from provision of 
nutritional meals, clothing, showers and 
basic medical to intensive case manage-
ment, legal and housing support, special-
ised health care, advocacy and providing 
a safe, welcoming environment for     
people who are sleeping rough and have 
experienced trauma. The hostel employs 
a multi-disciplinary team, allowing for a 
coordinated and client centred approach 
to care and support. 

The Hostel caters for men over the age of 
21 who are in need of temporary accom-
modation and/or other support.   

 

In addition to the 98 beds, other services 
offered through the facility are accessed 
by more than 35,000 men each year.  

These include a primary health care   
medical clinic, chapel, pastoral care and 
counselling, and basic facilities.  

The adjoining Ozanam Learning Centre 
has a range of programs and resources 
accessible for men and women aged over 
18 during the day. 

You can help:  

Kiosk -Sundays (which can be shared by a 
parish or Conference or other group) or 
mid-week slots for individuals. 

Dining Room - Mornings 6.45-8.00; Lunch 
11.45-1.30; Dinner 4.30-5.30  

Clothing Pool - Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday 8.45-10.45am. 

Other opportunities are available too. 

For further  information,  please contact 
Marty Nezval, Matthew Talbot Hostel 
Volunteer Manager-  (02) 9358 8142 or 
Marty.nezval@vinnies.org.au  

 

The St Vincent de Paul Society provides services for people who are experiencing or 
are at risk of homelessness. Sydney Archdiocese manages seven crisis accommoda-
tion services – 6 for women and children and 1 for men.  

These provide accommodation for a large number of families each night.  In         
addition, we support people in longer term transitional accommodation and in their 
own homes through our Specialist Homelessness Services and local St. Vincent de 
Paul Conferences.  The last financial year Sydney Archdiocese provided a safe place 
to sleep in its crisis accommodation services and ongoing support for over 890   
people who were experiencing homelessness, many as a result of domestic/family 
violence. 

A major focus of our work is early intervention and prevention through our eleven 
Community Support Centres across the Sydney Metropolitan area.  By developing 
relationships with people in our local communities we aim to support them through 
their crisis and prevent them from becoming homeless. 

Helpful donation ideas for our Crisis Accommodation Centres 

Target/ Kmart/ Westfield vouchers-these can be used for a variety of needs  
Disposable nappies  for newborns to 3 years old 
Disposable pull ups  
Colouring pencils/books 
Play-Doh sets 
DVDs for children  
Books 
New clothing 
Toiletries 
Board games. 
 

For other ideas and enquiries, or information about donating, contact: 
Sydney Communications Officer- kayep@sydneyvinnies.org 

https://www.vinnies.org.au/page/Find_Help/NSW/Housing/Matthew_Talbot_Hostel/
mailto:Marty.nezval@vinnies.org.au


Together we can  ‘rebuild, restore, 
renew’!  
 
In order to meet the material and  
social needs of the people we assist, 
we rely on donations from the       
community: 
 
Toiletries                       Blankets 
Linen                              Swags 
Sleeping bags               Scarves 
Mittens                         Beanies 
Food packs 
 
Donations can be made directly to the 
Society Conference in your area or to 
your local Community Support Centre: 

kayep@sydneyvinnies.org 

 
If you would like to make a monetary 
donation to assist in providing the 
following, please complete the      
Donation Form on page 5: 
  

Strength and support 

Help volunteers to work with people 
living in poverty. 
 
Clothing and essentials 

Help provide basic essentials to re-
solve dignity in times of need. 
 
Food in tough times 

Help provide for groceries and remove 
a major stress for families. 
 

Help when bills are due 

Help provide financial support with 
household expenses to families who  
are struggling to make ends meet. 
 
A place to rest and recoup 

Help people like Jenny and her family  
find a safe  place to sleep when they 
have nowhere else to go. 

Artes Christi is a Catholic association 
based in Sydney with a specific focus on 
expressing faith through the Arts-      
musicals, plays, concerts and festivals. 
The community of artists focus on pro-
moting "the true, the good and the 
beautiful" by presenting works that are 
authentic, transcendent and inspiring for 
people of every age.  

At their Mother's Day ‘Messiah’ concert, 
they partnered with Locantro Fine Foods 
to run ‘Macarons for Mums’ in support 
of the St Vincent De Paul Society,       
Sydney Archdiocese.  

Macarons were sold at the Devonshire 
Tea intermission with all funds raised 
going to the Society to support mums 
and their children living in refuges.   

 

Artes Christi has previously donated 
funds raised from their events and also 
provided free tickets to a concert for a 
Buddies Day. 

 

Over recent months, the Social Justice and Community Engagement Team has 

hosted two events to encourage young Vincentians’ engagement in Social Justice 

initiatives in line with campaigns currently being run by the Society:   

20 March-Affordable Housing; 15 May-

Refugees and People Seeking Asylum.                                                                                                                  

Mary Yaager, Social Justice Representative, 

has been instrumental in the  organisation 

and vision around these gatherings.          

Participants were encouraged to share what 

they knew and question and seek insights 

into what they do not know.  Speakers have included Society Members, guests 

with first hand experience of the issues and young adult advocates.  

These evening events will continue to be held at The Two Wolves Community    

Cantina at Broadway, a social enterprise run by the Jesuits:  

21 August- Energy and Sustainability 

9 October- Mental Health, Drugs and Alcohol.  

For more information or how to register, email: youth@sydneyvinnies.org 

 

Order your stickers and posters:  

social.justice@vinnies.org.au   

 

Young adult volunteers aged over 18 

are also very active in our programs. 

For more information about ways to get 

involved including Buddies and Teen 

Days, Homework Help, Green Team, 

Van Services and other opportunities, email: youth@sydneyvinnies.org 

mailto:social.justice@vinnies.org.au


* To protect the privacy of the people in some stories, we have changed their names 
and used  models in some photography. 
 
This newsletter is produced with the generous support of Cosmo Print (print). 

Here at Sydney Archdiocese we are   
always looking for members to join the 
St Vincent de Paul Society in offering a 
hand up to those in need. 
 
If you are aged between 18-35 years we 
encourage you to join our young adults 
in a variety of programs and activities, or 
join a Young Adults Conference.  
 
Or we encourage everyone over 18 to 
join your local Vinnies Conference which 
supports people in the local community 
who are experiencing hardship. 
 
For further information or to get       
involved, email: 
juliat@sydneyvinnies.org 
 

 
A Vinnies Shop is the number one desti-
nation for affordable and pre-loved 
items. Everything bought or donated 
inspires change in the local community. 
 
Join us in offering a hand up to those in 
need. 
 
Some of our shops are currently looking 
for volunteers so if you are interested in 
becoming a volunteer please call your 
local Vinnies shop by finding them on 
the website:  
 

https://www.vinnies.org.au/shops.  
 

Alternatively, you can call 02 9350 9660 

The local Vinnies Shop is the well-loved face of the St Vincent de Paul Society.    

Vinnies Shops are run by dedicated volunteers and employees and offer a range of 

quality clothing, furniture, books, toys and other household items at affordable 

prices. Each shop is a treasure trove for bargain hunting fashionistas and for      

people who enjoy reusing and recycling. 

Profits from the sale of goods stay in the local community, going directly towards 

funding 47% of the funding needed for our services and programs to assist people 

experiencing disadvantage and homelessness.  

Recently the ABC filmed a report on the disposable nature of fashion in the world 

of today. This report highlighted Vinnies and the work we do in protecting the en-

vironment: http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2016/s4643587.htm  

 

Store Manager, Nona Crawley, loves her 
work and shares with great pride, what the 
shop means to locals, and other regulars. 
Nona speaks with passion about her staff 
and the volunteers who provide so much 
enthusiasm each day.  
 

Engadine Vinnies is popular with many    
families who we have come to know very 
well over time as well as new families who 
visit, often coming on the recommendation 
of others. The staff and volunteers work 
hard to create a welcoming atmosphere and 

a shop that is fun and interesting, aiming to achieve a ‘feel good’ experienced for 
shoppers.  Clothing displays and stocks are colour and style-themed for easy shop-
ping. And it looks good too! Bric-a-brac items are also popular with many shoppers 
(both local and those travelling from far afield including from Wollongong, regional 
NSW and even interstate), choosing Engadine Vinnies as a regular destination or a 
stop on their travels.  
 

Volunteers feel a real sense of ownership, valued input and pride in the shop.   
Engadine Conference Members, 
Helen Gurney and Fran Postill (and 
others over time) volunteer        
regularly. Some volunteers have 
gone onto be    employed at the 
shop and then there are the likes of 
other loyal and generous volunteers 
like Nicole (pictured) who has vol-
unteered since the store opened! 
 

Over the years, clergy call in to help 
and offer assistance through the 
Parish. St John Bosco College has 
always supported through their bi-
annual clothing drives which are 
also valued promotions of the shop 
and that of the local work and    
presence of Conference Members.                                                                                                                   
                                     Eana (Shop Assistant),  Nicole and Gary                                                                                      
         (regular volunteers), Nona (Manager)  

mailto:kayep@sydneyvinnies.org
https://www.vinnies.org.au/shops
http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2016/s4643587.htm
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(All donations are tax deductible) 
 

Title:                          First name: 

Surname: 

Address: 

 

Suburb: 

State:                              Post code: 

Phone (home/work/mobile): 

 

Email: 

 

$50 $80 $200 $1,000 Other $ 

Cheque 

(Made payable to St Vincent de Paul Society NSW, Sydney Central Council) 
 

MasterCard Visa 

Card No: 

 

Name on Card: 

Expiry Date: 

Signature: 
 
 
Please send to: 
Sydney Communications Officer 
St Vincent de Paul Society NSW 
Sydney Archdiocese Central Council 
PO Box 266 
Auburn NSW 1835 
 

T: 02 9350 9600 

F: 02 9748 1676 

E: kayep@sydneyvinnies.org  

W: vinnies.org.au 

ABN: 91 161 127 340 
 
 
 

Staff from St Mary’s Catholic Primary, Hurstville, packed 

food hampers and laundry packs for Rozelle Region’s Confer-

ences as one of the activities during their Special Works 

Awareness Program (SWAP) Retreat Day.                             

The morning session was an introduction to Vincentian Spir-

ituality followed by a visit from Geoff O’Loughlan, St. George 

Regional Council President who explained the purpose of a 

Conference and the role of Members and their ongoing 

commitment. Following a tour of the Distribution Ware-

house at Auburn, the staff then learnt about our Special 

Works and the important 

role of volunteers in the 

daily running of these and 

many other programs.  

Mary MacKillop Outreach (MMO) had the pleasure of     
hosting nine vibrant corporate volunteers from TOM        
Executive (a financial services recruitment firm). 

On arrival, Craig Satterly (Disability Services Coordinator) 
took the group on a tour of 
the site and explained the 
programs offered and this 
was followed by an induc-
tion which included back-
ground information on the 
St Vincent de Paul Society’s 
Disability Services, our participants and the NDIS. The volun-
teers were keen and excited for the rest of the day. They 
were split into groups– one went on a bus trip with MMO 
staff, participants and other volunteers to Bondi Beach; the 
other two groups remained at MMO, assisting with cooking 
and the art program as well as administration tasks and re-
search for upcoming programs. The day concluded, with a 
disco where all staff, participants and volunteers dressed up 
and busted out their hip dance moves.  

Everyone at MMO enjoyed the new faces, social interactions 
and support given by the volunteers who also expressed that 
meeting the participants and learning about their history 
was an eye-opener. They applauded the daily work of staff 
and those in the industry in general. A huge thank you is ex-
tended to TOM Executive for choosing to volunteer with 
MMO and to gain an insight  into our Disability Services.  

Enormous gratitude is extended to many schools for the   

generous donations over the Easter period. Most of the   

donated Easter Eggs went to our young families in crisis    

accommodation and our visitors to Brekky Van and Night 

Patrol who are always so thankful for such reminders of how 

people really do care and think of them during special times. 

For more information on any stories within this Newsletter, contact:      

Sydney Communications Officer- kayep@sydneyvinnies.org 


