Mini Vinnies News
WILCANNIA FORBES YOUTH/MINI VINNIES CONFERENCES IN 2015

SEE, THINK, DO
The St Vincent de Paul Wilcannia Forbes Central Council says thank you to the members and coordinators of all our
Mini Vinnies and to the Youth at Red Bend Catholic College for the wonderful Vincentian work done in 2015. You
have certainly followed the motto of “See Think Do.”
Congratulations to all for a job well done!
Helen Smith (Coordinator)

Sacred Heart Mini Vinnies Broken Hill: Zahli Finch (6 yrs) and Hazel Symonds (7 yrs) from
Year 1 at Sacred Heart School Broken Hill, were so touched after seeing a film at school about
disadvantaged and needy people that they decided to “Act.”
They convinced the Mini Vinnies coordinator Mrs Annette Denton, that year 1 could create a
“circus” to raise money for the poor and have a performance on 29th November in the Gypsum
Street Park.
So successful was the performance that it was covered by the local media and raised $513.50.
Zahli and Hazel presented the money to Broken Hill Regional President Leo Woodman for the
Vinnies Christmas Appeal.

St John’s Mini Vinnies Cobar: The students met most
fortnights to discuss what they could do as a group and as a
school to help others and make a difference. Food became
the focus of two successful
projects
that
these
children undertook in 2015.
In Term 2 they had a bake
sale fundraiser for the St
Vincent de Paul winter
appeal. The treats were
plentiful and delicious.
All term 3 they worked on their ‘See, Think, Do’ Competition
for Mini
Vinnies. They raised awareness of a social justice
issue in their own town … people going without food. The
whole school got behind Mini Vinnies to support their
community and the Mini Vincentians filled the local Vinnies
Centre with kindness and non perishable goods.

St Joseph’s Mini Vinnies Condobolin: In 2015, Mini
Vinnies have set in place a truly meaningful activity.
They have prepared a
pleasant area in the
playground. If a child in
the school community
feels lonely and has no
one to play with, he or
she can go and sit in this
area.
Mini
Vinnies
members keep an eye on
this area and when they
see someone sitting there, one or two will go over to the
area to include the person in conversation and activity!
In the picture above we see some of the members of
Condobolin Mini Vinnies. They are designing cushion covers
which they plan to use to make this area more attractive
and peaceful!
A true Vincentian action!!!!!!

St Patrick’s Mini Vinnies Trundle: Some highlights of
an extremely busy 2015 were:
*A day to raise money for the SVdP Winter Appeal was lots
of fun with the children dressing up in winter warmers and
eating hot dogs
for lunch!
*Two visits to
the Day Care
facility at the
T r u n d l e
hospital! On the
first
occasion
the
children
performed
poems
to
entertain
the
elderly residents
and
on
the
second occasion played cards and board games, read books
together and had conversations. They made lovely friends
and will visit again in 2016.
*A Mission Mini-Fete in October for Australian Catholic
Missions raising $221.00. A wonderful effort from 20
students. The Mini Vinnies group had a great time planning
and preparing activities for the other students in the school.
All enjoyed raising money for the children of Madagascar.

St Joseph’s Mini Vinnies Peak Hill: During 2015 the
children of Mini Vinnies at worked under the leadership of Mr
Edward Berger. They investigated to find out more about
the St Vincent de Paul Society and its founder, Frederic
Ozanam. They joined the “Wrap With Love” project, knitting
and collecting squares to make blankets for the needy. They
also collected used postage stamps to be sent away to raise
money for the needy overseas.

Holy Family Mini Vinnies Parkes: The children from Mini

St Joseph’s Mini Vinnies Nyngan: A major focus of the

Vinnies are definitely “In Training” as indicated in the photo
taken when they visited the Parkes Vinnies Centre in Term
Two. The visit allowed students to gain a firsthand insight into
the workings of the Centre and Conference.

Mini Vinnies group has been visiting the elderly. On a
Thursday
lunchtime
students in small groups
head to Mick Glennie Hostel
(Retirement Village at the
Nyngan Hospital) to spend
some time with the
residents at the hostel. The
students chat with the
residents and plan different
activities. Some of the
activities involve playing
giant snakes and ladders,
singing and craft activities.
All the children thoroughly
enjoy heading to the hospital
on a Thursday afternoon. All
the residents love Thursday
afternoons and you can really
see the enjoyment and big
smiles on everyone’s faces.

The
Min i
Vin nie s
students regularly take
action to spend time
with the elderly at
Southern Cross Village.
The Parkes Champion
Post featured an article
which presented the
benefits of these visits
for both the young and
the elderly. It was
stated that the visits
reduce the feelings of loneliness and isolation that can be felt
by the residents.
“The program strengthens community
relationships.”

St Joseph’s Primary Balranald: Although St Joseph’s
Balranald does not have a formal Mini Vinnies, it definitely has
a Vincentian presence! During the year some of the children in
Year 3 carried out an investigation on what Mini Vinnies is all
about.
Pictured below are some of their findings.

St Mary’s Mini Vinnies Hay: have worked hard to follow
their Vincentian mission during 2015 and organised some
truly inventive activities. They held a Mufti day where
children were asked to bring in an item of clothing to
donate to the Vinnies Centre.
There was a Book Swap. Everyone in the school brought a
book to swap with someone else. They had to donate a gold
coin to partake in the book swap.
Mini Vinnies organised a day of activities for the end of the
year. These included
different competitions,
stalls, activities and a
disco. Each station was
run by a Mini Vincentian
and the rest of the school
had to pay a small charge
to participate.
The children in Mini
Vinnies created posters,
Google presentations and
photo slides to inform the
school about the current
St Vincent de Paul
Christmas appeal.

St Augustine's Mini Vinnies Narromine: The Mini Vinnies group has had a great
year with a number of different initiatives.
Regularly on Friday afternoons, Mini Vinnies have been visiting the local aged care
facility, Timbrebongie House. While there, the children get to chat, read, play ipads
and other games with the residents.
Earlier in the year the Mini-Vinnies group held a very successful PJ's Day to raise
money for the St Vincent De Paul Winter Appeal. Not only did they raise some much
needed funds but loads of fun was had by all involved.
Just before the holidays the Mini-Vinnies group purchased, wrapped and delivered a
range of presents to the local St Vincent De Paul Conference for those families in
our community that are less fortunate. The presents were purchased with funds
raised by the Year 6 Mini Vinnies group from stalls they held at school throughout the year.
Well done St Augustine's Mini Vinnies for a fabulous year!!!

St Laurence’s Mini Vinnies Forbes: 2015 has been a very
eventful year for Mini Vinnies. They said “Goodbye” to long
time coordinator Mrs Kerry Turner and welcomed Mrs Deb
Wright and Mrs Alison Nunn to the role. There have been lots
of activities including a dress up day to raise money for our
local Mater Aged Care Home. There was a Mission Fete to
raise money for the people in Madagascar. Some of the stalls
run were: Movie cinema, drinks, water balloon throwing,
stump bowling, toss the coin, disco and lots more! $1,900
raised in total. In just one day they changed a whole
community’s way of life! Everyone was very proud of what was
achieved and all had fun!
They also prepared an iMovie for the Mini Vinnies See, Think,
Do! competition. In the movie they tackled the problem of
Bullying!
The Mini Vinnies year was finished off with the children
collecting food and donations for St Vincent de Paul Christmas
Appeal.
They also published Christmas cards to be given with the
Society Christmas Hampers.

St Joseph’s Mini Vinnies Hillston: Years 5 and 6
primary students have really enjoyed being part of the Mini
Vinnies in 2015. They organised a fantastic and creative
Talent Quest. All of the students from St Joseph’s
participated in the quest by using their talents in a variety
of ways such as singing, funny skits, gymnastic/dancing,
Indian dancing, piano playing, bull-riding rodeo event,
country music and funny
jokes.
The
parents,
grandparents and friends
were invited to watch this
fantastic event. They did
not try to raise money but
the students and family
members donated clothes
to go to the Society. All
the students, teachers
and family members
thoroughly enjoyed the
event especially the children!
This event is to become an annual event for Mini Vinnies
members and students.
The students also participated in the Mini Vinnies Social
Justice Competition where they chose the issue of “Fair
Wear”. There are clothing companies in Australia that trade
in unfair conditions which are monetary and working
conditions.
The students enjoyed researching this project and gaining
more ideas about injustices in the world today and how they
can try to work out strategies to eliminate or prevent
injustices.

St Michael’s Mini Vinnies Deniliquin: What a year Mini Vinnies have had. It
started with a disco organised by the children which raised over $300. The money
was used at the Principal’s discretion to help families struggling in our school. Mini
Vinnies took part in a discussion group on social justice in our lives and how it may
look- focusing on the work of Nelson Mandela.
There was also the Pyjama breakfast for the St Vincent de Paul winter sleep out
involving students, parents and the wider community. Items were donated, money
raised through donations for egg and bacon rolls and lots of crazy hair dos!!
Mini Vinnies entered the Social Justice competition in which they were asked to
think and act on an issue that was important to them. The students looked at
images of refugees, in particular children their own ages, fleeing Syria. The
students researched and discussed openly and honestly, challenging each other with
misconceived ideas about refugees being 'terrorists' or 'taking our jobs'. The
group decided their action would be to draw posters to display around the school
and town, to write stories to read to the younger students, invite the local
newspaper to help spread the word and to go home and discuss with their
friends and families. The local newspaper did a great article about the Mini
Vinnies in our school. The headline was:

The group’s actions were put together through photos and music into a beautiful
short film for the competition - a competition that THEY WON!!!! In Term 4 the
school hosted a mission day fete and all the Mini Vinnies kids took turns in
manning stalls. A representative group of year 6 Mini Vinnies children visit Orana every week to play bingo with the residents
and get to know them. The children have planned a Christmas Morning Tea for these older people.

St Mary’s Mini Vinnies
Warren: This year Mini Vinnies
has been busy at St Mary's
Warren. During Term 2 a mufti
day was held with the students
coming dressed in their favourite
footy gear. The money raised was
used to purchase wool so the Mini
Vinnies team could knit scarves
for the needy.
Knitting the
scarves took longer than was
thought but when they are
completed they will be donated
to the local St Vincent de Paul
Conference. During Term Four
Mini Vinnies focused on the
Christmas Appeal. The team
decided to hold another Mufti
day but this time the students
needed to bring in a contribution of a gift or non-perishable
item to be donated to the Vinnies Christmas Appeal. The school
was overwhelmed with the response of the families who
donated generously on the day.

Red Bend Catholic College
Forbes: There continues to be an
active Vincentian presence among the
youth at RBCC with lots of fund
raising activities taking place over the
year. An Easter Raffle, a coin trail, a
Plain Clothes Day with Teachers in
Uniform and a great donation for the
Winter Appeal! Term 4 found the
junior students designing and making
Christmas cards for Forbes Conference
to distribute, with
C h r i s t m a s
Hampers to those
in
need
and
collecting a HUGE
amount of food to
be given as a
donation towards
the hampers.

Our Gatherings in 2016!
Two shining highlights of our Mini Vinnies year have been our gatherings! On October 13 th at Wilcannia the children from
Broken Hill and Cobar came together for our long anticipated gathering day! We were joined for lunch by the teachers and
children from Years 1 and 2 at Wilcannia. It was a great experience for all! Our second gathering took place in Parkes with Mini
Vinnies from St Laurence’s Forbes, St Joseph’s Condobolin and Holy Family Parkes. Both occasions were great days. The
children came together, shared ideas on Social Justice, reported on their Vincentian activities, participated in liturgy and had
fun!!!! Thanks must go to all who contributed to our gatherings.

