
Term 1, 2017 

WELCOME BACK! 

 

Happy New Year from the St Vincent de Paul So-

ciety! We hope you all had a relaxing break and 

are feeling refreshed for the year ahead. The 

team has been hard at work this summer on 

some brand new initiatives for our schools, and 

we’re very excited to work with you this year!  

 

THE ST VINCENT DE 

PAUL SOCIETY FAMILY 

 

Do you know who else is a 
Society Member in your 
town? There’s a Confer-
ence in most towns which 
is made up of volunteers 
who offer direct financial 
and emotional support to 
those who need it most in 
our communities.  

There’s also High School Vinnies groups, who are often keen to come and 
speak to Mini Vinnies about what they do, or to just hang out, supervise, or help 
with a project. Linking with these groups is a 
great reminder of how the Society is a local, 
national and even international family! If you 
don’t know the best contacts for these 
groups, get in touch.  

 

CHRISTMAS APPEAL THANKYOU 

We would like to extend a massive thankyou 

to everyone who donated presents for our 

Christmas appeal. We appreciate that it can 

always be a bit of a scramble to get everything organised in term 4. There are 

assignments to correct, units to wrap up and piles of reports to write. Yet every 

year our schools are among our most generous donors. Nev-

er underestimate the lasting effects of your generosity. Be-

cause of you, hundreds of children didn’t have to miss out at 

Christmas.  



MINI VINNIES LOGO DESIGN COMPETITION 

 

Calling all creative types! We are always looking 

for great ways to share what Mini Vinnies is all 

about, so we’re excited to announce the Mini 

Vinnies Logo Design Competition; an opportunity 

for students (and teachers) to use a range of 

artistic mediums (drawing, painting, photog-

raphy, design) to explore what Mini Vinnies 

means to them and their community.  The top 

entries will be included in our next newsletter 

and will be shared with the rest of the Society’s 

members and volunteers!  

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE WORKSHOPS 

 

In a time when it is very easy to feel disheart-
ened by all the pain and suffering in the world, 
our greatest strength lies in the education of 
young people. Our Social Justice Workshops 
present the facts and debunk the myths on a 
range of topics in a relaxed and interactive 
manner. We have pre-made workshops that 
you can present to your group on issues such 
as: Catholic Social Teachings; Migrants and Ref-
ugees; Homelessness, etc. Or - get in touch with 
your local Conference to ask for a visit to pre-
sent on one of these topics.  

 

COMMISSIONING 

This is a friendly reminder to organise your commissioning ceremonies for the year. Dur-

ing the commissioning, students pledge to do their 

bit to make the world a better place. 
 

Their commitment is recognised and the goals of 

the group are made clear. Please keep us in the 

loop when organising your commissioning service so 

that we can do our best to 

organise for a representative 

from your local conference 

to attend! If you require 

badges, please email us. 



FOCUS FOR MINI VINNIES THIS YEAR 

 

Those of you who are responsible for a Mini Vinnies group have probably start-

ed planning out your year. One possible way that you could go about this 

could be to explore a different theme/ social justice topic each term and pair 

it with an event or project.  We’ll give more details for each term as it arrives, 

but here’s a calendar of events to get you started: 

TERM 1 

Learning about: the Society history and the rest of the Society family in your 

community (your local Conference and High School Vinnies Group). New to 

Mini Vinnies? Here’s a great clip to show what schools can do with their 

Mini Vinnies groups. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2S9y9Alt_UQ  

The Society family spans the whole world. Here’s some information and re-

sources on the founders and history of the Society from our fellow Mini Vinnies in the UK. http://

www.minivinnies.org.uk/activities/findingout/index.php 

 You can also learn more about the Society history  

Event: Commissioning ceremony—check page 2 of this newsletter for more information. 

Project: Mini Vinnies Logo Design Competition —check page 2 of this newsletter for more information. 

TERM 2 

Learn about: Homelessness 

Event: Winter Appeal — Our appeal raises aware-

ness and funds for people in need through the 

colder months. You can help by donating winter 

woollies, canned food, fundraising or raising 

awareness. With the support of a Vinnies repre-

sentative your school and students can support 

our local community by participating in the appeal.  

Project:  create posters to help us raise awareness 

about a social justice issue of your choice. Create it 

individually or as teams, to be promoted around 

your school and in the community. 

TERM 4 

Learn about: Migrants and Refugees 

Event: organise a ‘Detention for Detention’ 

where your whole year or school sit in silence and 

do not eat during lunch in order to raise aware-

ness and protest the detention of refugees. Let 

the local newspaper and radio know!  

TERM 3 

Learn about: Poverty 

Event: School Sleepout— An awareness building 

and educational experience for students about 

homelessness with the support of a Vinnies rep-

resentative. students can sleep in the gym, library 

or classroom for one night and learn about the 

struggles of homelessness while having enjoying 

their time.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2S9y9Alt_UQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2S9y9Alt_UQ


REFLECTION 

This powerful video centres around 

Deng Thiak Adut, a former child soldier 

who escaped from Sudan and went 

on to become a lawyer in Western 

Sydney. It demonstrates the power of 

education and the human spirit. 

https://youtu.be/buA3tsGnp2s 

“If we are really called to carry the love of God far and 
wide, if we are to inflame the nations with this fire, if we 
have the vocation of setting the whole world on fire, if it 
is so, then how much I must myself burn with this fire.” 

-St Vincent de Paul 

 

 

SOCIAL ENTERPRISES 

There are some pretty cool people doing some great things for our community. 

Here are a couple of examples of some social enterprises you might like to con-

nect with for your school. We’ll include some new ones each term! 

 

                                           

 
 

KEEP IN TOUCH 

We love hearing about what you’ve been up to and your 

ideas! Best of luck with term 1! 

 

OZHARVEST WHO GIVES A CRAP 

Rescues perishable foods  Toilet paper that builds 

from supermarkets, cafes, toilets! 50% of profits are 

hotels, stadiums, etc and donated to WaterAid to 

delivers it to charities (free build toilets and improve 

 of charge) to help sanitation in the 

vulnerable people across developing world. 

Australia.  Can your school give a  

  crap? 

https://au.whogivesacrap.org/
https://youtu.be/buA3tsGnp2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=buA3tsGnp2s&feature=youtu.be
http://www.ozharvest.org/

