GIVE PEOPLE IN NEED
ANOTHER CHOICE
WINTER APPEAL 2018 INFORMATION KIT

THIS WINTER, PLEASE CHOOSE TO GIVE
Dear President,
It is my pleasure to present you with this year’s Information Kit and provide you with
relevant information regarding the 2018 St Vincent de Paul Society Winter Appeal.
This Winter Appeal will look at the impossible choices people are forced to make every
day, but with the communities support, Vinnies can be there to give people choices
that provide the sanctuary, security and safety they deserve.
I share the story of a young mother and her two children. Jenny had her safety
threatened by abuse. She had her home and security taken away from her. Tonight in
Australia, over 116,427 women, children and men are at risk of homelessness. You
will know all too well that poverty means that they are faced with impossible choices;
sometimes sleeping rough is the only option they have.
Vinnies can only be there for people in need, when the community supports us. It is
only because of their generous support that we can provide counselling, food and even
shelter to families like Jenny’s.
This is why it is so crucial that we have your support in talking to your local parishes
and communities about this year’s Winter Appeal and asking them to make a
difference for people like Jenny by making a donation this winter. We also ask that
you support the Appeal through your Vinnies Shops, by asking customers to make a
generous donation towards the Winter Appeal.
The Winter Appeal will be supported by a number of advertising media running from 3
May – 9 July. Advertising will be placed on TV, radio, outdoor, press and online media.
We are also very happy to support you with any additional media or promotional
support that you may need to make sure it is a successful campaign in your Central
Council area.
If you haven’t already received them, your Winter Appeal resources including posters
and Parish envelopes should arrive shortly. Should you require any further materials or
if you have any questions, please feel free to contact Andrea Andres on (02) 9568 0211
or andrea.andres@vinnies.org.au.
Kind regards,

Yolanda Saiz
Executive Director, Fundraising and Communications
P.S. – don’t forget to stamp Parish envelopes with your local details.
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WINTER APPEAL 2018
Medium

Details

Dates

Parish Materials

• 3,000 Parish, shop and youth posters
• 55,000 Parish envelopes available for use

Materials arrive w/c
24 April

TV

• Placement across metro and regional channels
• Community Service Announcement (CSA) and
bonus placement

From 22 May

Radio

• Paid and CSA placement across national, state and
regional networks. Ads will be made available on
Vintranet for Central Council offices to send to any
local radio or TV contacts

From 3 May

Press Ads

• Filler ads emailed to metro, regional and suburban
papers for free placement
• Selection of ads available on Vintranet for Central
Council offices to send to local press contacts,
including parish, school, business and community
newsletters
• Please contact Fundraising and Communications for
additional sizes

From 3 May

Online and
Social

• Promoted Facebook posts to over 138,000 fans
• Website traffic ads
• Search Engine Marketing (SEM) activities including
Google Grant and Adwords

Ongoing

PR

• State Support Office undertaking general appeal PR
coinciding with the launch

Ongoing

Outdoor
Advertising
and Inserts

• Cross-track placement across metro train stations –
Town Hall, Wynyard and Martin Place
• SMH donation envelope inserts
• Catholic Weekly donation envelope inserts

14 May – 10 June

CONNECT
WITH US
ONLINE

FACEBOOK.COM/VINNIESNSW

TWITTER.COM/VINNIESNSW

INSTAGRAM.COM/VINNIESNSW

YOUTUBE.COM/VINNIESAU
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MEDIA RELEASE
People in need deserve a choice
When you’re facing a huge energy bill, do you turn down the heating or do you go
without meals? When you can’t make rent, do you fall deeper into debt, or do you
confront the frightening risks of homelessness?
“Every day in Australia, someone faces impossible choices like these,” said
St Vincent de Paul Society NSW President Denis Walsh, launching the 2018 Vinnies
Winter Appeal.
“Poverty means making tough decisions every day and every night. Right now in
Australia, more than 116,427 women, children and men are experiencing or at risk
of homelessness. Sometimes our hostels or sleeping rough are the only options they
have.”
St Vincent de Paul Society NSW CEO Jack de Groot added: “From 2016 to 2017,
Vinnies members provided over $7 million worth of food, in the form of vouchers or
parcels, to people in need.”
“Our services are more and more in demand as the costs of essential goods and
services, including health, education and utilities, are increasing faster than wages for
many low-income earners.”
“Others are forced by unbearable circumstances to make life-changing decisions.”
People like Jenny who, after eight years of experiencing domestic violence, had the
impossible choice of leaving home with nothing or living in fear for the rest of her life.
“Fortunately for Jenny and her young children, Vinnies was able to step in after she’d
made her brave choice,” said Mr de Groot. “The family moved into one of our refuges
for women and children, and now, with Vinnies support, they are back on their feet.”
“This winter, many more people will confront equally difficult decisions. With the
generous contributions of the community, when people take that leap of faith, Vinnies
can provide them food, shelter and hope for the future.”
Please donate to the Vinnies 2018 Winter Appeal, and help turn the impossible choices
facing people experiencing disadvantage into options for a brighter future.
To make a donation visit www.vinnies.org.au or call 13 18 12
Media contact: Philip Sen | philip.sen@vinnies.org.au | 0417 446 430
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STATISTICS for your Central Council
For the winter period between June to August 2017.

ARMIDALE CENTRAL COUNCIL provided over $132,848 worth of assistance to

people experiencing disadvantage, including over $57,545 in energy and
Energy Accounts Payment Assistance (EAPA) vouchers.

BATHURST CENTRAL COUNCIL provided almost $276,016 worth of assistance to
people experiencing disadvantage, including over $117,514 in energy and
EAPA vouchers.

BROKEN BAY CENTRAL COUNCIL provided over $384,412 worth of assistance
to people experiencing disadvantage, including over $204,858 worth of
assistance for food.
LISMORE CENTRAL COUNCIL provided over $665,763 worth of assistance to people
experiencing disadvantage, including over $166,314 in energy and EAPA
vouchers.
MAITLAND/NEWCASTLE CENTRAL COUNCIL provided over $669,534 worth of
assistance to people experiencing disadvantage, including over $173,074 in
energy and EAPA vouchers.
PARRAMATTA CENTRAL COUNCIL provided over $469,920 worth of assistance to
people experiencing disadvantage, including over $200,812 in energy and
EAPA vouchers.

SYDNEY ARCHDIOCESE CENTRAL COUNCIL provided over $862,967 worth of

assistance to people experiencing disadvantage, including over $192,228 in
energy and EAPA vouchers.

WAGGA WAGGA CENTRAL COUNCIL provided over $295,090 worth of assistance
to people experiencing disadvantage, including over $141,627 in energy and
EAPA vouchers.
WILCANNIA/FORBES CENTRAL COUNCIL provided over $281,038 worth of assistance
to people experiencing disadvantage, including over $138,433 energy and
EAPA vouchers.
WOLLONGONG CENTRAL COUNCIL provided over $331,424 worth of assistance to
people experiencing disadvantage, including over $133,749 in energy and
EAPA vouchers.
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THE FACTS
RISING COSTS OF LIVING
Would you rather feed your children or have a roof over their head? This is the
impossible choice faced by families in our community every day.
Many families are struggling with the rising cost of living. From 2016 to 2017, Vinnies
members provided over $7 million worth of food, in the form of vouchers or parcels, to
people in need. Food costs are simply the tip of the iceberg, as many families face an
impossible choice of buying food or paying rent, energy and other bills.
Our services are in increasingly high demand as the costs of many essential goods
and services, including health, education and utilities, are increasing faster than wages
for many low income earners. These high costs of living are impacting the people that
Vinnies serve – low-income families and individuals – the hardest.
Since 2008, average residential electricity bills in NSW have increased by 45% and the
July 2017 price rise of 14% was another shock for low-income households.1 Even the
cheapest electricity offers available on the market are unaffordable for many people on
low incomes.
Unmanageable bills and the threat of disconnections cause profound distress.
The people Vinnies assist routinely report feeling that they have failed, ashamed and
embarrassed by not being able to provide for their children or having to seek help
from charities.
From 2016 to 2017, Vinnies distributed over $5 million in Energy Accounts Payment
Assistance (EAPA) vouchers in NSW, increasing by $825,000 in just two years.

AN UNFAIR HOUSING MARKET
Housing affordability is one of the biggest drivers of poverty and disadvantage in NSW.
Less than 3% of homes in NSW are affordable for those on very low incomes to buy.2
Accessing social housing is next to impossible in some areas, with waiting periods
exceeding 10 years in major cities.3
Private renting is becoming just as inaccessible. Almost 55% of lower income
households who privately rent in Greater Sydney are in housing stress, which means
that they spend 30% or more of their income on rent.4 These costs put many families
under significant pressure, negatively affecting their physical and mental health,5
employment prospects, the educational development of children6 and relationships
within the family unit and community.
Lack of access to affordable and safe accommodation can increase exposure to
domestic violence. Women are staying in dangerous environments for longer with their
children because they have no other safe and secure place to go.7
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Housing instability can quickly escalate into homelessness. From 2011 to 2016, NSW
saw a 37% increase in the number of people experiencing homelessness.8 Due to a
chronic lack of affordable rental housing options and insufficient funding, homelessness
services in NSW are struggling to cope. Two in five people seeking shelter in NSW are
turned away by homelessness services each day as they are completely full.9

THE MOST VULNERABLE
Individuals and families dependant on Federal Government income support payments,
particularly single parents on the Parenting Payment, experience the highest rates of
poverty and disadvantage in Australia.10
Older women are at risk of homelessness. Many women who have raised children and
not been in secure paid employment they are with minimal or no superannuation in
later years. This leaves them with reduced capacity to support themselves, particularly
if they have fled family violence.11
People seeking asylum are especially vulnerable as they are at the mercy of an unfair
Federal Government policy, lacking the privilege of choice altogether. Government
policy has led to indefinitely detaining people seeking asylum and refugees in breach
of their fundamental rights and international law. Families and individuals seeking
asylum in our community also face many challenges and hurdles to becoming officially
recognised as refugees.

OUR RESPONSE
Vinnies is committed to giving people choices that provide the sanctuary, security
and safety each person deserves. We work to alleviate immediate need, to empower
those people we serve to regain control of their lives and to challenge the structures
and public policies that create or exacerbate inequalities. We advocate for change at a
structural level with the aim of eliminating the root causes of impossible choices.

1 ACCC 2017, Retail Electricity Pricing Inquiry Preliminary Report, September. Available: https://www.accc.gov.au/system/files/ACCC%20
Retail%20Electricity%20Pricing%20Inquiry%20-%20Preliminary%20Report%20-%2022%20September%202017.pdf
2 Shelter NSW 2016, NSW housing: a factsheet, November.
3 Department of Family and Community Services (FACS), ‘Housing Pathways: Expected waiting times by geographic region’. Available:
http://www.housingpathways.nsw.gov.au/how-to-apply/expected-waiting-times
4 Greater Sydney Commission, private communication of Thursday, 9 November 2017.
5 Bentley, R. J., Pevalin, D., Baker, E., Mason, K., Reeves, A. & Beer, A. 2016, Housing affordability, tenure and mental health in Australia
and the United Kingdom: a comparative panel analysis, Housing Studies, Vol. 31, Iss. 2.
6 Marks, G. 2007, Income poverty, subjective poverty and financial stress, Department of Families, Community Services and Indigenous
Affairs, Social Policy Research Paper.
7 Cox, P. 2016, Violence against women: Additional analysis of the Australian Bureau of Statistics’ Personal Safety Survey, 2012,
ANROWS Horizons: 01.01/2016 Rev. ed., Sydney, ANROWS.
8 Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 2016, 2049.0 - Census of Population and Housing: Estimating Homelessness, 2016, ABS.
Available: http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/PrimaryMainFeatures/2049.0?OpenDocument
9 AIHW 2017, Specialist homelessness services annual report 2016–17.
10 ACOSS 2016, Report on poverty in Australia.
11 Somes, T. 2017, ‘More and more older Australians will be homeless unless we act now’, The Conversation. Available: https://
theconversation.com/more-and-more-older-australians-will-be-homeless-unless-we-act-now-87685
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CASE STUDY – JENNY’S STORY
Escaping domestic violence,
Jenny was faced with
impossible choices at
every turn.
With three small children to think
of, getting out of her situation
was far from easy. Not only was
Jenny’s husband routinely violent
towards her, he even attacked her
while she was pregnant.
Jenny had no illusions as to
what a tough choice it would
be to leave.
“I didn’t have a roof over my
head,” she says, “I didn’t have anything to eat, I didn’t know anyone.”
But she found her courage, and took the impossible choice. “A wife would have
stepped back, but a mother has to step forward,” she says. Despite the risks Jenny
decided to literally fight her way out for the sake of her children.
“It took me a lot of time, she says. “It took me eight years to say ‘no’, but it’s never too
late, as they say. I just hope that no one else has faced the situation that I have: but if
they have, they should say ‘no’ straight away.”
By the time she arrived at Vinnies, Jenny felt like she’d lost her humanity. But the
refuge, supported by Vinnies donors, gave her breathing space to grow as a person. “I
came to know that I was still human when I was in the refuge, because it was a place
where I could focus on myself as well,” says Jenny.
Meanwhile, Vinnies case workers assisted her with Centrelink, Medicare, and bank
applications to help her stand on her own two feet.
“I can say this,” Jenny explains, “that if I am standing and I am strong it’s because
of these people. Because I was scattered, I was hopeless in every way… now I am
starting to go out and see the world, expand and explore more of the world and what it
looks like.”
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PARISH SPEAKING NOTES
The notes that follow are to help you speak to your parish about the 2018
Winter Appeal. It was thought that the following four Sundays in May were
not only consistent with past years but also could tie in with the Mission call
of Easter through the inspiration of the gift and grace of the Holy Spirit of
Pentecost and the celebration of the mystery of God in the Holy Trinity, as
being the most suitable for conducting the appeal. If they do not correspond
with your appeal date, they may still provide a template that is helpful.
You can also refer to the current issue of Spiritual Reflection Guides for
connections with the liturgy of all Sundays after Trinity Sunday.

SPEAKERS NOTES FOR MAY 6, SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
The letter and gospel from John expresses a profound gift of the Spirit as the ever
present and intimate love of God. This love, also expresses for Jesus’ listeners and
for us today, a new relationship with God. This “love” is not one of a romantic novel
but a love which transcends and permeates all aspects of life.
An aspect of the Vincentian spirit is that of “serving Christ in the poor”; certainly a
challenge to us all. However I think these words in today’s readings from St Peter and
the works of the Holy Spirit in the readings of John may help our prayerful yearnings.
Jesus asks us to respond to God’s love by loving one another as he loves us. His
example of loving draws us into uncomfortable places as well as the comfortable. To
love someone who has wronged us, to love someone who continually disappoints
us, to love someone who is very different to us calls us to our true Christian and
Vincentian vocation. Yes, we are only a human with our own faults and mistakes;
however it is through these faults and mistakes that the Holy Spirit works best.
St Paul also reminds us that “when I am weak then I am strong”.
SEE CONCLUSION

SPEAKERS NOTES FOR MAY 13, THE ASCENSION
Today, we reflect on the significant feast of the Ascension. Sadly this feast sometimes
loses out as an “in-between” event, bookended by the “greater” feasts of Easter and
next week, Pentecost. However the significance of this feast is important to reflect on
as it provides the foundation of our new relationship as a people with our God. Forty
days ago Jesus rose from the dead and over this time appeared to many people
including his apostles. These appearances were not in some spiritual or “ghostly”
sense but importantly in a gloried, human, physical sense. This physical appearance
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PARISH SPEAKING NOTES
was attested to a doubting Thomas and numerous occasions when Jesus ate with
his apostles. So when time came for Jesus to be “carried up to heaven”, into the
spiritual realm of the Trinity, Jesus comes to his Father transformed in a perfected
human body. In this way the realms of the spiritual and the physical converged and a
new covenant or relationship begins.
Jesus’ legacy of the Ascension is not absence but new life. Pope Francis points this
out in that the Ascension “does not point to Jesus’ absence, but tells us that he is
alive in our midst in a new way.” Jesus’ legacy to us is a new relationship, and for
Pope Francis this legacy is the heart of the Joy of the Gospel.
SEE CONCLUSION

SPEAKERS NOTES FOR MAY 20, PENTECOST SUNDAY
Today’s reading from the Acts of the Apostles in many ways celebrates the “birth of
the Church”. Interestingly this Church of Jesus is not a Church locked up in an upper
room but a Church that goes out to meet the needs of the people and to tell the
good news.
The account of this moment begins simply with: “When the day of Pentecost had
come, they were all together in one place.” From this profoundly simple ordinary
moment came an extraordinary event not just in the lives of the apostles but in the life
of the Church and Christians throughout time. The Pentecost event calls Christians
to be inspired and passionate in the mission of the good news. This fire of passion
carries on in each of us as we are called to respond in love to those we serve in
our communities. In this way the Holy Spirit continues to be present in Pentecost
moments changing the ordinary into extraordinary.
SEE CONCLUSION

TIPS WHEN YOU MAKE YOUR APPEAL IN CHURCH:
• Begin the appeal by introducing yourself, your connection with the Society
and with the Winter Appeal
• If appropriate, refer to the local Conference or activities of the Society
• Conclude by thanking the parishioners for the opportunity to speak with
them and for their anticipated generous response
• Repeat details of how to donate – both at Mass and later. Plan to be
available to answer questions after Mass
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CONCLUSION: CONTEXT AROUND THE WINTER APPEAL
The Winter Appeal this year continues to promote the idea that ordinary
people are able to make an extraordinary difference in the communities they
live. The inspiration to do what matters is all around us. It is a question of first
being convinced that our individual efforts are worthwhile and of practically
identifying what inspires, motivates, or challenges us. The Spirit to feed, heal,
shelter, nurture, inspire - the power to change lives – is in everyone.
When the St Vincent de Paul Society requests your help with its appeals, it
hopes that it enables you to also do something about issues that are too big
for individuals. Issues of homelessness, costs of living, refugees and asylum
seekers are overwhelming issues however these are areas of focus for the
Society in coming to you with this Winter Appeal.
This winter, your commitment to helping those experiencing disadvantage,
poverty and homelessness is still very much needed and appreciated. And
may we continue to be open to that same Spirit, responding in love to those
we serve, living in hope of providing ordinary things of life extraordinarily well!

ADVICE ON HOW TO DONATE:
• An envelope is on your seat – fill out and return to your Vinnies member
• Alternatively, return your envelope and enclosed donation by post
• You can donate online at www.vinnies.org.au or by phone at 13 18 12
• Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible
• Members are available to answer questions after mass.

TIPS WHEN YOU MAKE YOUR APPEAL IN CHURCH:
• If it is possible, especially if the Mass celebrant is someone you don’t know,
try to introduce yourself to him ahead of the Mass at which you are to speak
• If you are not used to speaking in public or in the context of a Church
ceremony, write out the text in full
• Find out where in the Mass you will be asked to address the congregation.
Most times that will be after communion, before the final prayer and
blessing, but some priests replace the homily with the appeal
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Please complete this coupon, tear off and return with your donation
in the envelope attached, making sure it is securely sealed.
Thank you for your support.
I/We would like to donate:

 $63  $86  $217  $541  $1,219
 My choice $
 Please send a receipt to the address below.

Title: DR / MR / MRS / MS / MISS / OTHER
Name:

 My cash donation is enclosed in the envelope attached.
OR
 My cheque or money order is enclosed, crossed Not Negotiable
and made payable to ‘St Vincent de Paul Society’.
OR
Please debit my:  Visa
 MasterCard
 Amex
 Diners

SVW18PEN


Name on card:

Expiry date on card:

Signature:

For enquiries about the Winter Appeal please contact Andrea Andres
on (02) 9568 0211 or andrea.andres@vinnies.org.au
Address:
Suburb:
State:

Postcode:

All donations over $2 are tax deductible. For donations of cash, cheque or credit
card, please complete this form detach and deposit in this envelope and place in the
Collection Box of any Catholic Church, or over the counter at any Vinnies Shop, or post
it in this envelope.

 Please send me more information about the St Vincent de Paul Society.
 I have already included a gift to the Society in my Will.

Email:

 Please send me information about remembering the Society in my Will.

Phone No:

The St Vincent de Paul Society follows the Australian Privacy Principles and keeps donors’ information private. To read our complete Privacy Policy, please visit vinnies.org.au
If you do not wish for your details to be used for future fundraising activities, please tick this box. 

Before distributing Parish envelopes,
please stamp with your local details.
Good luck with your campaign and please
feel welcome to reach out to us if needed.
WE APPRECIATE YOUR GENEROSITY.

PLEASE CHOOSE TO GIVE THIS WINTER.

To donate, please complete the attached
coupon and return it by mail, using the
envelope supplied, or place the envelope
in the Collection Box at your local Catholic
Church or Vinnies Shop.

DON’T FORGET!
Or donate by calling 13 18 12 or give
online at vinnies.org.au/winterappeal

St Vincent de Paul Society NSW
ABN: 91 161 127 340

$63

Can provide
a child with a
set of clothes.

PO Box 19, Petersham NSW 2049
Phone: 02 9568 0262
Email: vinnies@vinnies.org.au

$86

Can buy a
week’s worth
of essential
groceries for
a struggling
family.

$217

Can help pay
a family’s
utility bill.

$541

Can provide a
safe haven for
a woman and
child escaping
domestic
violence.

$1,219

Can prevent
a family from
being evicted
from their
home.

Please place this envelope in the St Vincent de Paul Society’s Collection Box of any Catholic Church, drop off at any Vinnies Shop or send to the address above.

PLEASE GIVE PEOPLE IN
NEED ANOTHER CHOICE.
9/3/18 5:12 pm
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PLEASE DONATE GENEROUSLY THIS WINTER.
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VINNIES WINTER APPEAL

Jenny’s life is full of impossible choices
. Her children have had to face hunger,
cold and insecurity. She didn’t think
she had another option.
You can give Jenny another choice.

BETWEEN VIOLENCE AT HOME, OR SLEEPING ON

THE STREE T.

SHE SHOULDN’T HAVE TO CHOOSE
to protect the privacy of the people
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