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Dear Brothers and Sisters 

Pierre Chouard was a past President Gen-

eral of the Society, who developed an in-

depth vision of our organization and its place 

in the world. He saw in a world-wide Society 

six essential characteristics: 

1. Deeply Fraternal            

As Vincentians, we must display a special 

friendliness to each other because we share 

special interests and ideals. We should see 

each other as ófamilyô in order to demon-

strate our inclusiveness, and our respect and 

support for our unique vocation. 

2. Lay, Christian and Familial                                            

Pierre was aware that most members have 

family responsibilities. In order to share in 

Pierreôs vision of the Society, we need to bal-

ance the work we do within the Society with 

our family obligations outside the Society. 

3. Youthful in Spirit                                                                                                                     

The Society was founded by young people. 

Pierre suggested we maintain a óyouthful 

spiritô, no matter what our age. A youthful 

spirit was carefully nurtured by our founders. 

This must remain óan original and permanent 

characteristic of the Society of St Vincent de 

Paulô.  

4. Universal                                                                                                                                    

We can often forget the universality of the 

Society. We must always bear in mind that 

we are not a national body but an interna-

tional organization. When we think locally, 

how often have you heard the term, ómy 

patch!ô At every level of the Society, we can 

be guilty of making too many practical deci-

sions and governance choices in terms of 

óthinking locally, not globallyô.  

 

 

5. United in Diversity, Adapting to Change                                                                   

How relevant this is in the Society today! In 

adopting this part of Pierreôs vision, confer-

ences need to develop new approaches to 

the charitable work that we do. We can do 

this by being adaptable and seeking out dif-

ferent ways of responding to new forms of 

poverty and disadvantage.  

6. Ecumenical within the Universal Church                                                                                

This characteristic of Pierreôs vision requires 

us all to be careful, at the conference level, 

not to act like small and exclusive clubs. 

Conferences should be inviting and encour-

aging. Pierre wrote that we are apostles of 

witness and not proselytizers. We should be 

welcoming to all who wish to share our ide-

als.  

The Rule is our foundation. It guides us, 

shows us how to pass on óthe lightô, make 

good decisions and maintain appropriate 

governance standards. It is important that we 

each have a good understanding of the Rule. 

Please, stay safe. Maintain social distancing 

rules and continue safe practices the Society 

and government have directed us all to fol-

low. On behalf of the Central Council, I thank 

you all for the wonderful works that you do in 

these difficult times. 

Finally, special thanks should go to those 

executive position-holders that support us ï 

Renee Cooper, Philip Riordan, Peter Gormly 

and Kathy Ferrif. The Central Council is very 

fortunate to have these dedicated people to 

guide us and support us to implement Socie-

ty policy.  

Peter Houweling                                                                                                                          

On behalf of the Wollongong Central Council 
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SOUTH REGION 

Regional Director - South 

Renee Cooper 

15 Peter Street 

Wagga Wagga 2650 

02 6923 1905 

renee.cooper@vinnies.org.au 

 

WOLLONGONG CENTRAL COUNCIL 

Wollongong Diocesan Office 

Kathy Ferrif 

PO Box 5259 

Minto BC 2566 

02 9820 8223 

kathy.ferrif@vinnies.org.au 

 

Central Council President 

Peter Houweling 

PO Box 5259 

Minto BC 2566 

0423 339 353 

peter.houweling@vinnies.org.au 

 

Camden/Wollondilly Regional President 

Pat OôFlynn 

0417 463 979 

 

Campbelltown Regional President 

Patrick Jordan 

0425 208 769 

pjo62542@bigpond.net.au 

 

Southern Highlands Regional President 

Peter Doris 

0418 474 099 

peter.doris@vinnies.org.au 

 

Wollongong Regional President 

Ray Thrift 

0400 292 755 

ray.thrift@vinnies.org.au 

 

Central Illawarra Regional President 

Rhonda Maher 

rhonda.maher@vinnies.org.au 

 

Shoalhaven Regional President 

Brian Ritchie (Acting) 

0407 915 037 

brian.ritchie39@bigpond.com 

 

Join a Conference of the Society of St Vincent 

de Paul 

Do you or someone else have an interest in the 

work of the Society and the life of a Vincentian?  

Contact your Regional President to find out more. 
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It may seem like little has happened during 

COVID-19. However, many things have hap-

pened. The Strategic Plan, shops and services 

closing, and changes to the way essential ser-

vices operate. This has raised anxieties and fears 

for many people, but it has also brought new op-

portunities that would not have happened without 

it. Families I have spoken to say they have re-

sponded positively. One 

of the most common 

messages that I have 

heard is that families 

have had more time to 

be with each other, and 

to talk to each other. 

If we stop and reflect on 

what has helped to sus-

tain us during this time, 

maybe your answer 

would be along the lines 

of relationships/friends, 

the love and care you 

have for other people, 

and the love and care 

that they hold for you. 

We all strive to love and 

be loved and feel a 

sense of belonging. 

When we feel secure in 

our lives, we feel joy 

and peace. At times we 

might find we place 

greater importance on 

what other people say and  think. This can give 

meaning to our lives. Other people may put these 

ideas aside and hold on to what is important to 

them personally. 

One cannot help but stop and reflect on the im-

pact on our lives. Maybe you are trying to find 

meaning and purpose in your life. I find it useful to 

óstop and reflectô on what is important in that mo-

ment. This may be done by walking along the 

beach or in the bush. We may find it useful to 

have a candle alight and reflect on the Scriptures, 

or to read poetry. We may choose to use a jour-

nal. We may find it helpful to unpack and under-

stand what has happened. Life is never straight 

forward.  

One complex challenge is to adjust our daily lives. 

What have we been doing with our time? Does it 

give us joy and hope in our lives? Maybe now is 

an opportunity to evaluate our purpose and how 

we want to contribute to 

society into the future. We 

have all been given a gift 

that is unique to us - intui-

tion, compassion, passion 

and energy ï for all the 

people we serve. How we 

do this will be different for 

every person. 

ñWe give thanks to places 

of simplicity and peace. Let 

us find such a place within 

ourselves. We give thanks 

for places of refuge and 

beauty. Let us find such a 

place within ourselves. We 

give thanks for places of 

natureôs truth and freedom, 

of joy, inspiration and re-

newal, places where all 

creatures may find ac-

ceptance and belonging. 

Let us search for these 

places: in the world, in our-

selves and in others. Let us 

restore them. Let us strengthen and protect them 

and let us create them. May we mend this outer 

world according to the truth of our inner life and 

may our souls be shaped and nourished by na-

tureôs eternal wisdom.ò 

Amen**   

Peter Gormly                          

Mission, Spirituality and Pastoral 

Care PartnerðSouth 

                                            

**Michael Leunig, When I Talk to You, p 79                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
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