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Hi Fellow Vincentians,
Yesterday the State Council, in general meeting approved a revised Constitution for St Vincent de Paul Society NSW. These changes aim to ensure that the Company Directors have the range of skills required to effectively manage a company of this size. The changes also reflect that the members and volunteers are in control of the Society through their representatives on State Council.

The Preamble of the constitution starts with the statement: “St Vincent de Paul Society is a lay Catholic organization that aspires to live the goapel message by serving Christ in the poor with ove, respect, justice, hope and joy and by working to shape a more just and compassionate society”. It is worth at times to reflect on why we are here and what we are striving towards. 
I see every day how we live the gospel values by serving Christ in the poor, and I am sometimes in awe of the work some people do. Perhaps we can take time in the future to reflect on how we work “to shape a more compassionate society”.
Today (Thursday) is the 207th anniversary of birth of Blessed Frederic Ozanam and the 187th anniversary of the birth of the St Vincent de Paul Society. Fr Gerard Ward tried to start the Society up in Melbourne in 1854, with little success, In 1881 Charles O’Niell started the Society, from experience he had in his native Scotland, at St Patrick’s in Sydney. In less than 50 years it had spread from Paris across the world to Sydney, and eventually across Australia.

At State Council yesterday there was a discussion to establish an “Online delivery of care and assistance during COVID-19”. I will update you about this as time goes by. It is designed to work in parallel with what we do at present and recognizes that the Conferences are the backbone of the Society. 

Hopefully I can use this newsletter to keep you informed of what is happening at a State level, but I would really appreciate any contributions from the conferences that I could also include in this paper.

Finally I want conferences to start to consider how they can continue to meet in a constructive and prayerful manner. Blessed Frederic Ozanam always insisted that the coming together of members is a most important idea. 

May the Good Lord bless you All,

 Peter Burgess
 We are hearing so much about the COVID 19 and know there are no borders that will stop the spread of the virus.

I am finding, it raises many questions for me. I notice the change in my family, my son is spending more time with us and engages in conversation. (As Bill Gates would say “our true work is to look after each other”) As Pope Francis says, “Take care of brothers and sisters who are weaker….the elderly, the sick, the hungry, the homeless and strangers, because we will be judged on this”.   When I think what Vinnies tries to do, and particularly conferences, it is about enabling families to build a ‘home’. The building of a home comes from all Vincentians, a time to stop and listen to each person’s story, nothing could be more powerful.

This was clearly demonstrated for me, when I heard many Vincentians listening to the stories of pain, loss, and trauma during the bush fires. We now barely hear anything about the bush fires, yet we know the trauma, loss and grief; is very present every day, in the communities impacted by the bush fires. 

What is remarkable is the human spirit, the strength and determination to return or adjust to a similar way of life. To be able to chat about the regular ‘aspects of life’, our families and challenges in our relationships.  The times we now live in is about patience, change, adjustment, and the care of each other. We know what people value more than anything is for someone to stop, listen and be present to their story and value them as a person. How do we find ways to build and keep connection with our families; friends and other people in our lives, when there is social distancing. We have to be creative and find new and different ways to keep our connections. 

In these times, Vincentians, you maybe stopping reflecting and asking yourself how important is your vocation to Vinnies, and what does it mean to you now, and into the future.

“With all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:2-4)

The rule says, “Vincentians are called to journey together towards holiness, because true holiness is the perfect union with Christ and the perfection of Love” The spiritual life of prayer, is the foundation of a Vincentian. The most important part of our lives is a life of prayer and reflection. Sometimes we may think it is what we do, though what we do is important, no question about it, but without prayer, we can lose the meaning and value of the service we provide. 

We can start to think if I am not engaged in active service, I am not living out my vocation. However, if we think about the rule, and the spirit of the rule, our vocation is based on our prayer life. The active service bounces out of our prayer life. Our prayer and spiritual life is important not only for our own spiritual development but for the catholic and broader community. Our active service is our daily commitment to our prayer. 

Peter Gormly

Mission, Spirituality and Pastoral Care

Every day in NSW the Society helps thousands of people through Home Visitation, Hospital Visitation, Prison Visitation, Homeless Services for Men, Women and families, Migrants & Refugee Assistance, Support for those living with a mental illness, Supported Employment Services for People with an intellectual and other disabilities, Vinnies Centres, Overseas Relief, Disaster Recovery, Budget Counselling and Youth Programs.

