Transformed by Easter
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Christian history reaches its crescendo point in the Resurrection of Jesus.
The risen Jesus is the final revelation of the heart of God—a God who
teaches love rather than hate, forgiveness rather than blame, nonviolence
rather than violence.

Recall Jesus' encounters with his disciples following his Resurrection. He
comes to the circle of followers with whom he had spent three years, the
people closest to him who had nevertheless rejected, betrayed and
abandoned him. Following his Resurrection Jesus has the opportunity to
chastise them. And yet, in all four Gospel accounts of the risen Christ we
see that Jesus neither berates nor blames his disciples. Indeed, Peter, the
disciple who had betrayed him three times, is given three chances to say, "I
love you" to his Master.

The Resurrection of Jesus tells us that there is no victory through
domination. There is no such thing as triumph by force. By his life, death
and resurrection Jesus stops the cycle of violence and challenges the notion
of dominating power. This is a power that seeks to change things from the
top down, from the outside in.
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