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Greetings Fellow Vincentians,

During the week I was asked if I could inform you all of what is happening at the State Council. This I am content to do, and let me start with an issue that may become essential to us if this lock down situation continues.  
The State Council endorsed the implementation of the online support model during the Covid-19 pandemic. It is designed to operate alongside our current mode of operation. The information it collects is placed on the central data source across all Conferences. It aims to reduce the technology constraints that exist with members working from home and will enable the Society to continue to provide assistance should the decision be made to continue the lock down of the State. Testing of the system is in progress and we are looking for a start in early June. 

I will continue to touch on other State Council issues as the weeks pass.
Now some good news: I received the following email from Renee Cooper today:

I have been informed by Mitch Saddler that the following shops will be reopening on Monday May 25:
· Wagga, Peter St
· Lavington
· Corowa
· Griffith
 
Conferences will be able to refer people to the shops with clothing vouchers however at this point the shops won’t be able to deliver furniture welfare. Retail are aiming to open 20% of shops across the State by the end of May and continue to stagger the opening of shops until the end of July.
I have spoken in the past about the membership of the St Vincent de Paul Society in Wagga Diocese especially in terms of its age, with two thirds of us over 70 and in declining numbers. This is of particular concern to the State Council, where across the State the bulk of us are well into our eighth decade. 
The problem is quite frankly that we have become too comfortable with this structure and have allowed our mission to become one where it is almost impossible to participate within the conference unless the member is retired. It was certainly the case for me, as I was working during my first 2 years of membership and was only able to do home visits during school holidays. How do we change that so we can secure the future of the Society?

The State President, Peter McNamara, a member of more than 30 years, has suggested that we start to reorganise our conferences so that we can involve new members who are not enjoying retirement. Can we meet in the evening when young people are free from school or Uni and workers are home? If we do home visits do we have to do them at 2 o’clock in the afternoon? If we operate a Care and Support Centre could it open Saturday morning so these workers could be involved? 

It is particularly alarming when we recall that Blessed Frederic Ozanam was twenty when he started the Society with a small group of similarly aged men. He was only forty when he died. I was at a meeting one day when the queston was raised “What would Frederic think if he joined the Society now?” It provoked an interesting discussion about the current direction of the Society today. There was general agreement when someone quipped that he probably who not have stayed because he wasn’t old enough. 

A reflection:

I have an elderly aunt who is a Josephite num and every year she sends us the Josephite Calendar. It has a monthly quote from either St Mary MacKillop or Rev Julian Tennison Wood. As I am writing this I looked up and read this month’s quote:

“Look back a little and see what our good God has done for us.”

It is perhaps challenging to do that in this time of pandemic and lockdown, but our lives have been enriched by a loving and merciful God. There are many riches in our lives for which we can thank the Almighty: family, friends, work, nature and even the Society to which we belong. 

God bless you all.  

Peter Burgess  

Reflection This week, 18-24 May is National Volunteer week, a good time to remember all that you have contributed to your local community. I am sure many people you have come across, will remember your words of encouragement to keep on keeping on. I do hope we all remember all those connections with fondness and meaning in your daily life, especially this week. 

This week is the sixth Sunday of Easter. The scriptures this week focus on Jesus praying to the father as the time was coming near. John’s Gospel, speaks about the importance of faith, that is active and real. It can be easy to intellectualise the Christian message of Jesus, what we believe. Jesus is challenging us in our faith to be deeply connected, to feel the words of the scripture with empathy. At the time Jesus held fear, as he knew the crucifixion was near. To understand, know and feel connected to Jesus’s life, and to the human person of Jesus. 
“This is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ who you have sent”. (John 17:3) 
What I find very powerful, is that Jesus’ prayer to his father, was focused on discipleship, we are the hands of Jesus. I have a saying to go forth with Head, Heart and Mind’, to connect all three gives us, the giver, a richer experience, and more importantly the person we are ministering – can see and feel our authentic self.

 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know everything you have given me is from you” (John 17:6)
How do we proclaim the Christian message, in the people we hold as important to us and the people we meet. We all meet and talk to many people in our lives, do we stop, and see the face of Jesus, in the moment, in the people we meet. We may know or come across many vulnerable people in our lives, do we stop and see the face of Jesus. Maybe our first thought is how they look, their odour, behaviour and attitude. Do we stop and look behind the behaviour, and see the beauty, the richness of Jesus, in their lives, and what they have given us, in that brief moment. 
PASTORAL CARE 
Please remember, Pastoral Care is always available for you, to talk about ever is important for you at the time. I am here to listen and be present in the moment with you. Please contact Peter Gormly at any time on 0478 368 169. 
I Hope this week will fill you with “Hope, Love and Joy”. 

Peter Gormly 

Mission, Spirituality and Pastoral Care 

M: 0478 368 169

E: peter.gormley@vinnies.org.au

Every day in NSW the Society helps thousands of people through Home Visitation, Hospital Visitation, Prison Visitation, Homeless Services for Men, Women and families, Migrants & Refugee Assistance, Support for those living with a mental illness, Supported Employment Services for People with an intellectual and other disabilities, Vinnies Centres, Overseas Relief, Disaster Recovery, Budget Counselling and Youth Programs.

