National Reconciliation Week 2020
National Reconciliation Week runs from May 27 – June 3. This year the theme is ‘In this Together’. Reconciliation
Australia writes:
“Reconciliation is a journey for all Australians – as individuals, families, communities, organisations and
importantly as a nation. At the heart of this journey are relationships between the broader Australian
community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
We strive towards a more just, equitable nation by championing unity and mutual respect as we come together
and connect with one another.
On this journey, Australians are all In This Together; every one of us has a role to play when it comes to
reconciliation, and in playing our part we collectively build relationships and communities that value Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories and cultures.
This year, due to COVID-19, opportunities to come together to physically participate in National Reconciliation
Week events will likely be limited. However, the Vinnies NSW Reconciliation Action Plan Committee encourages
everyone to take this time to learn about our shared past, and to explore how each of us can contribute to a more
reconciled Australia.
Below are some ideas about how you can get involved as an individual, or as part of a team, Conference or social
justice group. You can combine more than one of these ideas in a single event, depending on what best suits your
team, conference or group.

1

Complete our Acknowledgement of Country Certificate. Invite members of your team,
conference or group to print and/or fill out the certificate at the end of this document (also
available as a separate pdf or as an editable word document) by working out what land they
were born on, live on and work on.
Then, organise a virtual meeting to share what you found and discuss what this means for
you, your work or your community. You can read more about the history of land rights in
Australia on the AIATSIS website, and access a factsheet on current progress towards a
treaty/treaties here.
Take a photo of yourself, or of your team, conference or group with your certificates and
share this via workplace (for employees) or by emailing reconciliation@vinnies.org.au. Where
participants provide media consent we will share these photos via our social media channels.
To support this activity, you could also purchase a poster showing a map of indigenous
Australia from the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies.

2

Unveil a Plaque of Acknowledgement. Many of our services and shops across NSW have begun
ordering Plaques of Acknowledgement to display in each of our sites. Ideally, unveiling a plaque
would be accompanied by a Welcome to Country and/or smoking ceremony. While this may not
be possible during this time, some sites may still choose to hold a virtual unveiling during National
Reconciliation Week, while others may wish to postpone their event. Note that plaques should be
displayed in a prominent location, preferably at the entrance to a building or service.
If you have not already ordered a plaque for your site, order forms are available from
reconciliation@vinnies.org.au

3

Watch a TED Talk
Reconciliation Australia writes that: “The journey towards reconciliation forms a significant part of
Australia’s story, as do the stories of both trauma and triumph told by Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples. TED talks give us privileged access to these stories, told first hand in moving and
motivating ways by diverse Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander individuals.”
The talks below are particularly relevant to the work of the St Vincent de Paul Society:
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Judy Atkinson is an expert in understanding inter-generational healing and recovery from
trauma in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. At the core of this moving talk, she
describes her approach to healing. It’s about listening. In order to heal, the stories behing the
trauma must be heard.



Is reconciliation between Australia’s Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples possible? Cally
Jetta maintains that it is not. Instead, she proposes that to build a harmonious future, we need
to think differently and address our nation’s history honestly.



Jade Kennedy, a Yuin man from the Illawarra and South Coast of New Souther Wales has been
privileged with the intimate knowledges of his people’s customs, culture and Country. He
explains the significance of welcome to country, and its importance to relationships past,
present and future.

Become more familiar with the Uluru Statement, what it calls for and what it means. Share your
support and have conversations with colleagues, friends, family.
To inform these conversations, you could listen to Dean Parkin’s TedX talk individually or as a
group, then use the Uluru Statement from the Heart Toolkit to guide people towards taking action,
such as signing up to 1 Voice Uluru.

Visit Reconciliation Australia’s website to download National Reconciliation Week resources
including posters and social media covers. More downloadable educational and activity resources
will be added to Reconciliation Australia’s website in the coming weeks.

I was born on/in ______________ land/country

I live on _________________ land
I work on ________________ land

