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Dear Volunteers,
 
I hope this newsletter finds you and
your family well.  We are so grateful
for your loyalty and hard work and
we hope through this newsletter, you
will feel that appreciation and
connection to the excellent work you
do within your community.  
 
The Society has our volunteers at
the forefront of our thinking. Although
we are separated by physical
location, we hope the
commencement of this newsletter
will help you to stay connected.  You
will receive this newsletter on a
regular basis, to help you keep in
touch with any changes in our retail
shops and activities across the
Society, that help to support the most
vulnerable within our
community.  Although we have had
to close our retail doors, we are still
working hard within our communities.
 
We are also launching a closed
group on Facebook, where we want
to facilitate connection within our
retail volunteer group.  You can see
further information of how to connect
to that group later in the newsletter.  

Additionally, we are in the process of
developing a series of Volunteer
Morning tea events hosted online, to
be held for National Volunteer Week
– Monday 18 May – Sunday

24th May.  Please stay tuned for
further information.  
 

 

We are working hard to ensure that
there are plenty of donations
available when our retail shops
reopen.  You can read more about
that in our Vinnies News section,
Hotels Have Hearts.  
 
We look forward to the day when we
can re-open our retail shops and
would like to ensure you, that your
health and safety is an important part
of our thinking.     
 
Please get involved in letting us
know what is happening in your
region, share some recipes ideas or
content suggestions.  This is your
newsletter and we encourage and
welcome your feedback.  Please
send content suggestions
to shoptalk@vinnies.org.au
 
Thank you for your commitment and
contribution to supporting the
Society.  
 
Kind regards
 
Yolanda
 

ROUND THE REGIONS - RETAIL WRAP

North West Region
Area Covered – Walgett in the far west,
Tenterfield to the north, Quirindi in the south
Armidale/Tamworth in Central East with the area
going far south down to Orange to 
How many Shops – 37 
How many Volunteers – 950
How many Area Managers – 4 
Distribution Centres – 2 
Handling Donations – DC sorting  & shop site
collection and sorting 

On Anzac Day, a video of the service at the
Dangarsleigh War Memorial near Armidale was
posted online.

The small service was conducted on Friday
morning, and filmed. It included drone footage of
the area as well as ususal elements of the annual
Anzac Day ceremony.

North East Region

Area Covered – Our geographical area is
roughly 700km north to south and 100km inland
from the coast 
How many Shops – 57
How many Volunteers – 1850
How many Area Managers – 4
Distribution Centres – 1
Handling Donations – DC sorting & shop
site collection & sorting

RSL national president Greg Melick is hopeful
that some facets of this year's commemorations
might continue in the future alongside traditional
services, ceremonies and marches.

It has been a tradition for the Shop Volunteers to
dress up the windows at key times of year. This is
another way for the shop to part of the wider
community in celebrating and remembrance of
ANZAC day. Merchandising the shop windows in
themes not only help us display some of the
fantastic donations, but also show the community
passing by what Vinnies is all about.

South Region 
Area Covered –Wagga Wagga, Griffith, Albury,
to the coast Wollongong/Shoalhaven -  Ulladulla
up to Macquarie Fields – inland to Moss Vale and
Mittagong   
How many Shops – 36
How many Volunteers – 1417
Area Managers – 4 
Distribution Centres – 2 
Distribution Hub - 3
Handling Donations – DC/Hub  sorting  & some
shop site collection and sorting 
 
COVID-19 might have put a dampener on Anzac
Day but local veterans groups across the
Shoalhaven came up with different ways to
commemorate 2020.

The Nowra RSL marked the occasion with both
the Australian and New Zealand flags being
raised and wreaths being laid at both the Nowra
Memorial Gates at the Nowra Showground and at
Anzac Park at Greenwell Point.

 

West Region
Area Covered -  52% of the State, as far north
as Lightning Ridge, far west to Broken Hill, south
west to Deniliquin and throughout  the Central
west of NSW.  
How many Shops – 15 
How many Volunteers - 460 volunteers.
Area Managers – 0 
Distribution Centres – 0 
Handling Donations – all shop site collection
and sorting 

For the past 48 years I have attended both the
Dawn Service and Mid Morning Service with with
my Dad (WWII) until he passed away in 1996 and
my brother Terry (Vietnam).

No one really had any idea how the day would
play out but the people of Forbes and district rose
to the occasion and made the day a most
memorable day.  I looked down the street and
couldn't believe my eyes, candles, torches, lights
on phones all the way down the street.

What a wonderful gesture from the people of
Forbes and district to honour and remember the
153 men from Forbes and district who lost their
lives, and the other 1439 men and women who
gave service to our country, and also to those
who are still serving. - Michael Walker, President,
Forbes RSL sub branch
 

Metro Region
Area Covered – Central Coast, Sydney - North West, North, East, Central, South, South West and West
How many Shops - 88
How many Volunteers – 1205
How many Area Managers – 8 
Distribution Centres – 3 for all shops 

From the steps of the Sydney Opera House where a lone bugler played to cul-de-sacs and streets in
suburban Sydney, young and old have paid tribute in private, quiet ways to veterans past and present.

 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Volunteer Rita Calabria has volunteered for almost two years, every Friday and Sunday at the Brookvale
store.  Rita reached out requesting to help at our donation station in Brookvale, with the temporary
closure of the retail shop due to the pandemic.

Rita has an Italian heritage and when not volunteering at the store looks after her elderly mother.  She is
considered a valued team member at Brookvale retail team (not just because she treats the team to Italian
cookies on a regular basis)  but also because she is an experienced pricer and sorter and has a keen eye
for fashion.

On behalf of the Northern Beaches team for Vinnies we want to thank Rita for her ongoing commitment.

 

VINNIES NEWS

Hotels Have Hearts
Every two years, NSW hoteliers’ band together to

fundraise for Vinnies’ homelessness services
through a gala dinner. This year, those plans
have been dashed by coronavirus – but our

supporters at Hotels Have Heart, have pulled
through with a new way to help people in need.

Ten hotels and pubs across the state will become
drop-off points for members of the public to

donate quality clothes, blankets and accessories.
Our Vinnies team will then collect the items,
before distributing them to be sold at Vinnies

Shops when they can re-open, raising vital funds
for our many services helping people through

homelessness and poverty.  Complete details of
our drop off locations can be found on

our website.  Regional areas include Coffs
Harbour, Willow Tree and Wagga Wagga. 

Vinnies Partnership with IGA
To ensure those who are most vulnerable have
access to essential items, Vinnies Corporate

Partner IGA is now offering a Priority Shop Home
Delivery service.  Offering a choice of four
different grocery package options, these

deliveries are designed to help vulnerable people
in our local community who are in isolation to

minimise possible Covid-19 exposure.

The IGA Priority Shop is available for:

✔

Those with COVID-19

✔

Those in mandatory isolation due to exposure
to COVID-19

✔

The elderly aged 70+

✔

Indigenous people 50+

✔

Those with chronic illness 60+ 

✔

Those with respiratory issues

✔

Those who are immunosuppressed

✔

Those who are disabled in isolation

If you know someone who may be eligible and
interested in this delivery service

visit igashop.com.au/
 

News from the Southern Highlands
Southern Highlands Homelessness Service & Youth Enhancement have started delivering some great

resources for their younger community.  

‘Hello! I’m COVID-19’ is an activity booklet for kids which explains the virus in simple terms, with some
activities and hygiene steps.  Additionally, ‘Birdie & the Bushfire’ is a lovely story of a bird who experiences

the loss of his home in a bushfire and his friends who help him rebuild and recover. 

Our community is still recovering from the fires and now with COVID-19 restrictions, we hope that these
books will help our little people through these challenging times.

We are here to support you and help you to connect with all our retail volunteers across the Society.
 Please connect with us on at our closed facebook group search  - Vinnies Shop Talk - and join the

conversation 

We are in the process of developing an online morning tea to celebrate International Volunteers Week -
18th May to 24th May.  Please register your interest here.  Thank you for everything you do, we can't wait

to connect with you and celebrate all our wonderful volunteers in this new way.  

ADVOCACY NEWS

Join our new Wednesday Webinars!

Vinnies is pleased to launch our new series of Wednesday Webinars to support members, volunteers,
employees and supporters to come together online to engage on key social justice issues.
  
Our Wednesday Webinars will kick off from 12pm to 1.30pm on 6 May with Advocacy: Speaking out
against injustice where we’ll share advocacy skills and techniques and our approach to shaping a more
just society. At the same time the following week you can learn more about our Build Homes, Build
Hope campaign for more about our campaign, including how you can get involved.
 
Over the Wednesdays that follow we’ll host webinars on The Uluru Statement: Time to be heard, Drug
Law Reform, People seeking asylum: Protection and the pandemic, and Raise the Rate: Towards a
stronger social security system. 
 
Click on the links above to reserve your space. To allow for a participatory experience, the numbers for
each webinar will be capped. Where there is strong demand, we will seek to repeat webinars over the
mont

LEMON MERINGUE SLICE 

INGREDIENTS
1 1/2 cups plain flour
1/2 cup icing sugar
150g butter cold
1 tsp cold water
395g condensed milk
2 eggs separated
2 tsp lemon rind grated
1/2 cup lemon juice
1/3 cup caster sugar
1/2 cup coconut flakes

METHOD
1. Preheat oven to 180C.
2. Grease and line a 20cm x 30cm lamington tray.
3. Process the flour, icing sugar, butter and water until the ingredients cling

together.
4. Ball mixture together with hands and press evenly (using the curved side of a

spoon) over base of prepared pan.
5. Bake at 180C for 15-20 minutes, or until browned.
6. Combine egg yolks, condensed milk, lemon rind and juice in a bowl
7. Pour over cooked base and bake for a further 10 minutes.
8. Beat egg whites in a small bowl until soft peaks form. Slowly add caster sugar,

beating until the sugar is dissolved.
9. Pour meringue over lemon filling. Sprinkle with coconut.

10. Bake for an extra 10 minutes, or until browned.
11. Cool in the pan.
12. Cut into medium-sized pieces to serve.

EQUIPMENT
1 lamington pan

1 bowl
 

NOTES
Keeps for 3-4 days in an airtight container.

 
HAVE A RECIPE TO SHARE?

We would love to know what you have been making or baking in your kitchen.
 Please share your recipes with us at shoptalk@vinnies.org.au

Do you know someone in your retail team that may not be on our mailing list?
 Please share this with them and let us know of any email updates to

shoptalk@vinnies.org.au
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