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 I am pleased to 
introduce Good Works, our 
new newsletter for 
Members of the St Vincent 
de Paul Society NSW. 
Good Works will showcase 
member achievements. It 
will also be a forum to 
share our thoughts, ideas 
and prayers for each other 
and those we assist.  
The aim of Good Works is 
to communicate with and 
among our Members and 

to let you know about the broader Vinnies family 
that includes retail volunteers, Vinnies Services and 
staff across NSW.  
We all share our commitment to serve people in 
need.  We are all calling for compassion and 
positive social change.  
In recent times we have faced the hardship of 
drought, bushfires, COVID-19 and – most recently – 
floods. For many, the floods are a further blow to 
those only just beginning to recover from the 
devastation of the Black Summer. In the face of 
adversity, our members help with food, clothing and 
household items, and with emotional support so that 
people know they are not alone in their struggles. 
We are so grateful to our members who will go 
above themselves to help people recover from this 
crisis.  They will also be there beyond this crisis, a 
friend in need, and a friend in deed.  
Good Works invites you to send in stories, photos 
and other material showing your works of charity, 
justice and spirituality.  Your work is extraordinary, 
in service of each other and those who show Christ 
to us all. God Bless each of you and your 
inspirational love for others. 
 
– Peter McNamara, State Council President, 
St Vincent de Paul Society NSW. 

 
 

Don Hewitt nominated for  
Australia Day honour 
The 14th of 
February 1966 is 
known as the 
day Australia 
introduced 
decimal 
currency. It also 
marked a 
significant 
moment in the 
life of Don Hewitt 
who began an 
association with 
the St Vincent de 
Paul Society 
NSW that has 
lasted 55 years. 
Joining Vinnies 
as a 27-year-old 
as a means of 
living out his 
faith – “I’m not 
much good at 
prayer, but I’m pretty good at action” – Don was 
recently nominated alongside more than 5,500 
people for an Australian of the Year award in 
recognition of his lifetime of community work. 
Among Don’s greatest achievements during his time 
with the Society was helping to establish Freeman 
House in Armidale, a service designed to support 
regional people struggling with addiction. 
While much has changed during Don’s five decades 
with the Society, the principals laid down by 
Frederic Ozanam and The Rule remain at the core 
of his work. 
 “When we face difficult decisions we go back and 
say ‘ how would Frederic’ or ‘how would St Vincent 
de Paul’ handle this tricky situation?’”  

Welcome aboard…  



 
Page 2 of 10 

The Easter Miracle is a  
Life Giving Moment 
 

 
Cristo crucificado (Christ Crucified) by Diego 
Velázquez, 1632, held by the Museo del Prado, 
Madrid. 
 
It seems like yesterday that we were celebrating the 
birth of Jesus and here we are already, moving 
towards Holy Week and the celebration of Easter. It 
is the most sacred time in our Church’s year and the 
foundation of our Christian belief. 
During that week, he was welcomed as the Messiah 
on Palm Sunday as he entered Jerusalem, before a 
few days of sharing and teaching with his friends 
and all who followed him.  
He celebrated a last supper and instituted the 
Eucharist that we share each time we attend Mass. 
On that night he also taught his disciples about 
leadership, humility and service. He did this not with 
words, but by action, as he washed the feet of his 
friends.  
He then retreated for a period of intense prayer in 
the garden before his arrest, trial, scourging and 
crucifixion. Deserted by his friends who feared for 
their own safety, he died alone.  
But this is only the beginning. An empty tomb, a 
resurrected Christ and a faith filled group of 
disciples who founded the Church and spread his 
message. A message that we continue to share and 
live by, some 2000 years later. The message that 

God is love - God loves us and we are his children. 
By following Jesus and living by his teachings, we 
meet and come to know God. So what does 
following Jesus really mean? The act of washing his 
disciple’s feet provides direction for us, as does 
Pope Francis. 
Since becoming Pope he has broken with Vatican 
tradition and taken the Holy Thursday celebration of 
washing the feet out of the Basilica and to the 
people. And not just to anywhere or for anyone, but 
for those who need acceptance, forgiveness and 
love the most.  
His Holiness has conducted the washing in prisons 
and outdoor venues. The people chosen have been 
prisoners, refugees, asylum seekers, women, the 
elderly and the disabled. The images of him as he 
washes and then kisses their feet in humility are 
among the most powerful Easter images I have 
seen.  
His actions speak so much louder than words and 
mirror Christ’s message:  

“When he had finished washing their feet, he put 
on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you 
understand what I have done for you?” he asked 
them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and 
rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, 
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 
you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I 
have set you an example that you should do as I 
have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no 
servant is greater than his master, nor is a 
messenger greater than the one who sent him. 
17 Now that you know these things, you will be 
blessed if you do them.” Jn: 13 

As Vincentians, wherever you serve in the Society, 
your service to the disadvantaged in our local 
communities also mirrors Christ’s actions and those 
of Pope Francis. You recognise and acknowledge 
the people you meet and treat them with dignity. 
Your assistance is life giving and affirming to those 
who need it the most.  
– Greg Ryan, Mission, Spirituality & Pastoral 
Care Partner: North East & North West Regions  
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Super news from Supré  
The Society has become a Supré Foundation 
charity partner, following a generous donation of 
$15,000. 
They reached out to us because of their passion for 
empowering women and girls, and wanting to lend 
their support to help our specialised services for 
women and children building new lives and moving 
away from relationship violence. 
All proceeds from Supré Foundation products were 
shared between Vinnies, Food Bank and Beyond Blue 
to help with food, shelter and mental health services for 
vulnerable women during this uncertain time.  
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Young Vincentians have a  
key role to play  

 
 
I have been involved with Vinnies since 2011, when 
I was in Year 11 in high school. During this time I 
have had the privilege of participating in a variety of 
roles across the Society.  
As Vice President, a key part of my role is to 
increase youth membership and engagement 
across the Society. For this first edition of Good 
Works, I’d like to give you a quick overview of our 
youth members around the state.  
We have 1,000 high school members and 6,600 
Mini Vinnies members doing amazing works all 
throughout the school year. I look forward to sharing 
some of their stories with you through this 
newsletter.  
We’ve also got 180 committed young adults who 
give their time in 11 young adult parish, university 
and community based conferences.  
Young Adult Conferences: 
Asquith Youth Conference 
UNSW Vinnies Society 
Sydney Uni Young Vinnies 
St Jerome’s Macarthur  
St Nicholas’ West Wollongong 
St Sebastian’s Wagga Wagga 
Newcastle West 
 
Young Adult Groups:  
University of Notre Dame Vinnies 
UTS Vinnies Group 
Sydney Youth & Young Adults Vinnies 
University of Newcastle Vinnies  
 
In each edition of this newsletter, we will be 
spotlighting different Conferences and young adult 
members. Next issue, our Lismore Youth 
Representative, Ariana Smajstr, will share her 
involvement with her regular conference in Grafton 
even while finishing the HSC.  
Ari’s conference has successfully brought in young 
members for five years now, and been immensely 
beneficial for the Society.   

College students cooked up a  
storm for those in need 
Like many regional stories this begins with the 
bushfires that devastated eastern NSW in late 2019-
2020. Many parts of the Clarence Valley and 
surrounds were badly hit, with properties lost and 
family livelihoods shattered.  
Committed to social justice issues through their 
schooling at McAuley Catholic College in Grafton,  
students in the hospitality program banded together 
to prepare meals for the families of fellow students 
affected by the fires. 
 

 
 
The students, pictured above, many of them 
involved with Vinnies St Mary’s Conference, were 
no strangers to cooking for people in need. They 
had been running a BBQ trailer to serve people 
living on the margins, sometimes actually homeless, 
at The Hub in South Grafton. 
But when COVID-19 put a stop to that, they moved 
to preparing fork-ready meals in the college’s well-
equipped kitchen. Other meals continued to be 
delivered to St. Joseph’s Primary, South Grafton, 
where a number of students come from families 
doing it tough. 
Tom Howard, a teacher at Macaulay Catholic 
College and a Conference member, estimates that 
up to 40 people come along on an average night to 
receive a meal, half of them from the area’s 
Aboriginal population. 
Menus vary from spaghetti bolognese through to 
tasty vegetarian. Meals are hearty, prepared with 
skill, distributed with love and gratefully received. 
On 14 December a work team of student cooks 
gathered for a giant pre-Christmas cook-up, 
preparing a huge array of packaged meals for 
distribution to locals who would need to be properly 
fed over the holiday season.  
The food was mostly frozen so that it could be 
stored safely and then microwaved over the 
Christmas-New Year period. 

Youth members 
and Mini Vinnies 
are vital for the 
Society’s work, 
writes Maddie 
Sirris, State Youth 
Rep and VP for 
Youth on the NSW 
State Council.  
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Today Show ‘hero’ donates $10,000 
prize to Society 
Sutherland Shire plumber and longtime Member 
Tony Cranney has donated his $10,000 ‘Local Hero’ 
prize from Channel 9’s Today Show to help the 
Society’s services in his local community.  
He also issued a heartfelt plea for businesses and 
individuals to join him at this “most challenging time 
for our charities”. 
Mr Cranney said, “COVID-19 restrictions have 
resulted in job losses, social isolation and so on, 
and charities such as Vinnies have seen a 
significant reduction in the funds available for their 
vital work.”  
 

 
‘Local hero’ winner Tony Cranney (right) 
donated his $10,000 prize to Vinnies Gymea 
Conference President and Sutherland Regional 
Council Vice President Frank Tierney.  
------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Getting kids ready for school 
Primary school students from families in need were 
helped to prepare for the first term of 2021 through 
the generosity of shoppers at Hawkesbury’s 
Richmond Marketplace and Lismore’s Shopping 
Square.  
The ‘Operation Backpack’ promotion has been 
running for ten years and three years respectively, 
providing school essentials such as backpacks, 
rulers, pens, textas, pencil cases, scissors, drink 
bottles, lunch boxes and coloured pencils. 
Distribution to families with students was based on 
the advice of our Conferences. 
COVID-19 restrictions meant that Lismore’s focus 
was on raising cash to buy the school supplies, and 
the total raised was $2713. 

 
Members Gail Gaudron (Lismore Central Council 
President) and Pauline Buckland (front) and Maria 
Miller (centre) joined Lismore Shopping Square staff 
Steve and Sarah, and Lismore Deputy Mayor Neil 
Marks for the launch of this year’s Operation 
Backpack.  
 
"We would like to acknowledge and thank the 
wonderful St Vincent de Paul Society volunteers 
who will be distributing the donated supplies to local 
families over the coming weeks," said Richmond 
Marketplace’s Tracey Thomas. 
North East Regional Director Clare van Doorn said, 
“So many families are facing financial stress and the 
reduction of the JobSeeker support will make 
matters worse. It’s vital for kids to have the supplies 
they need from day one, and back-to-school 
expenses have a big impact on many families. 
Helping reduce these costs is really helpful.” 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

New bequest booklet launched 
For many years, community members have been 
contacting the Society for information regarding 
Estates or leaving a gift in their Will.  
The Society has just produced a fully explanatory 
booklet to assist families and individuals with the 
often challenging process of planning and executing 
a Will. It also discusses some of the inevitable 
questions that arise. 
We have a group of Honorary Solicitors throughout 
NSW who believe in our work and provide legal 
assistance when the Society is included as a 
beneficiary. Their advice is offered free-of-charge 
and on a fully confidential basis. 
Studies show that nearly half the population has 
made no legal provision for inheritance at the time 
they pass away.  
This means their assets or estate could go to the 
State or Crown, one possible result being stress or 
hardship for their surviving families, or even ill will 
because of what should be unnecessary disputes or 
misunderstandings. 
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Making a Will and knowing our wishes and values 
are documented and will be followed enables us to 
enjoy our life with better peace of mind. 
Our Gifts in Wills team can be contacted on 02 
8622 0387 or email bequests@vinnies.org.au  
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Ballina’s homeless now have a 
place to receive support 
In late November 2020 the doors swung open on 
the Society’s drop-in centre in Ballina, servicing a 
population with one of the highest homelessness 
rates in regional NSW.  
Named Mary’s Place, in honour of Aileen Mary 
Delaney who made a generous bequest to Vinnies, 
the service is well located on the corner of 
Treelands Crescent and Moon Street, Ballina.  
 

 
Opening Mary’s Place, Ballina were (l-r) Fr. Peter 
Padsungay, St Francis Xavier Parish Ballina, 
Beverley Kerr, Vice President, St Vincent de 
Paul Society NSW, Gail Gaudron, Lismore 
Central Council President, and Niamh Mannion, 
Executive Director Vinnies Services. 
 
It is set up to provide light refreshments, showering 
facilities, outdoor space for socialising, computer 
access, medical and nursing care, Centrelink 

engagement service, legal and housing support, 
and psychological and counselling services.  
The free service is open on weekdays between 
8.30am and 12.30pm, with outreach services 
visiting to help those who drop by.  
 

 
Ballina’s long-serving Mayor David Wright has 
supported the development of Mary’s Place 
since its inception two years ago. 
 
Adjacent to Mary’s Place but independently 
accessed is Harmony House, owned by, and leased 
from, the Parish, a three-bedroom service providing 
accommodation for residents transitioning back into 
community living after facing major challenges that 
may have included homelessness.  
 

 
Mary’s Place staff members Leanne Gilchrist 
and Bryan Jamison with SAE installers Mitch 
Lucas and Aiata Noema. SAE, one of the local 
business supporters of the project, donated the 
16-panel, 6.48kW rooftop system.   
 
“Research shows that Ballina experiences 
significant levels of disadvantage compared to NSW 
generally in terms of income, education and 
employment opportunities,” said Niamh Mannion, 
Executive Director Vinnies Services. 
 “The latest Census revealed more than 500 people 
in the Ballina LGA were either homeless or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. Mary’s Place is the first 
and only such service in this fast growing town.”  
Members of St Francis Xavier Conference Ballina 
were active supporters of the project, and helped 
generate community backing for its development. 
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Enter into Our Sacred Space  
An initiative of 
the Mission, 
Spirituality and 
Pastoral Care 
team, Our 
Sacred Space 
is an online 
prayer space 
for the St 
Vincent de Paul 
Society in 
NSW.  
It is a place 
where we can 
remember and 
pray for our 
Vincentian 
members, staff, 
volunteers, 
families and the 
people we 
serve who have 
died, and those 
currently sick.  
Our Sacred Space is also a place to remember the 
anniversaries of those no longer with us, and whom 
we miss. This space is located on the MAVS 
website as part of the Spirituality section and can be 
found by clicking on the Spirituality tab or by using 
this direct link - 
https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/conferences/spiritualit
y/sacred-space/ 
Please support and share information about Our 
Sacred Space with our Councils, Conferences, 
Retail shops, Vinnies Services and special works 
and invite all in the Society to submit names of 
those recently deceased and those who are on the 
sick list.  
The lists will be updated monthly and names can be 
submitted for inclusion by emailing – 
sacredspace@vinnies.org.au 
 
Praying for those who are sick and those who have 
died is an important link to our faith-based heritage 
and traditions as a lay Catholic organisation. 
Importantly, if you are struggling with grief and loss 
our team is also there to talk, listen and pray with 
you. 
For care and support in uncertain times, please feel 
free to connect with these members of the Mission 
Team - 
Leo Tucker (Executive Director) – 0416 144 223 

 Joy Bowen (Metro Region) - 0447 636 619  
Peter Gormly (Southern Region) - 0478 368 169 
Greg Ryan (Northern Region) – 0447 123 109 

‘Sr Kath’ is a recognised ‘lifer’ 
A much-loved member of the Parkes community in 
central western NSW, Sr Kathleen Barker has 
volunteered in the local Vinnies shop for 35 years. 
At a recent Mass ‘Sr Kath’ was surprised to receive 
a Life Service Award for her long and selfless 
dedication to the Society.  
Sr Kath started off her shop volunteering at the 
retail front counter, recently taking on the important 
task of sorting donated clothes and other goods, 
although she has been unable to do so for the last 
few months due to COVID-19 restrictions.  
Sr Kath is a stickler for neatness, often found at 
quiet moments on her rostered day circling the front  
of the shop, picking up fallen clothes and replacing 
them on their hangers and generally keeping 
everything in order.  
While on these missions, Sr Kath often picks out 
and purchases an item of clothing for herself and 
according to her fellow volunteers, she is always 
beautifully turned out.  
Sr Kath is also known for her beautiful smile and the 
genuine way that she greets her Vinnies colleagues 
and visitors to the shop.  
Colleagues report that Sr Kath is a great cook and 
in earlier years loved to dance and attended many 
of the local Catholic balls.  
The Society thanks and congratulates Sr Kath on 
her 35 golden years of service. 
 

 
 
On hand to share congratulations were (l-r) Kelly 
Morgan, Regional Director-West, Holy Family 
Parish priest Fr Barry Dwyer, Sr Kath Barker and 
Barbara Scott, Shop Day Organiser (former 
Retail Team Leader). 
 

  



 
Page 7 of 10 

Filming Tenterfield arts revival 
Bushfires came to Tenterfield early in 2019, 
decimating national parks, and then returned in 
September, taking lives and destroying homes and 
businesses. The region had long been suffering 
from drought, and now the fires, which continued to 
year’s end, were devastating the economy. 
Hard-hit sectors included tourism and the 
performing arts, both of which had been flourishing 
– and not just due to the town’s connection with 
Peter (Tenterfield Saddler) Allen, in whose memory 
a festival is held in the town each September. 
“This is a great arts and crafts community,” says 
performer and film maker Peter Harris, pictured 
below, tickling the ivories.  
“We have a host of talented musos, actors, dancers, 
videomakers etc, and a great performance space in 
the Sir Henry Parkes Memorial School of Arts.”  
 

 
 
Members of the Mary Mother of the Church 
Conference in Tenterfield (l-r) Dalma Scharre, 
Marlene Feltis Vice President, Julie Hampson 
President, Joe Marney Secretary, Dorothy Taylor 
and Rhonda Rovera, with arts promoter and 
musician Peter Harris. 
 
In January 2020, as the fires died down, the COVID-
19 scare began, causing Tenterfield’s performing 
arts scene to close down, as happened throughout 
Australia.  
“Performance art is unsteady work at the best of 
times,” Peter points out, “but when people can’t 
share their work with live audiences they start to 
lose confidence. The broader community suffers 
through no longer sharing the joys of performance.  
“This can have a real impact on collective 
wellbeing.” 
The local arts scene is now on the road to recovery, 
thanks to a $15,280 grant from the Vinnies Bushfire 
Recovery Fund to purchase video and sound 
equipment to film and record a series of 
performances by diverse local talent over the 
coming weeks and months.  

On stage at the historical Council-owned theatre will 
be musicians of all styles, from cabaret to classical, 
dancers, poets, high-schoolers doing Shakespeare 
and stand-up comics.  
At least one performance will be outdoors – 
members of the Moombahlene Local Aboriginal 
Land Council will be filmed doing traditional dance 
and playing didge in a bush setting. 
All performances were uploaded to YouTube from 
mid-January 2021 and offered to viewers free of 
charge. 
 

 
 
As part of the process Peter’s team is running free 
tutorials for interested locals, developing a core 
group with multimedia skills who can mentor others. 
Direct beneficiaries of the project number at least 
22. The whole community will also benefit, not least 
the hospitality and tourism industries. 
Skills taught will include photo editing, filming 
techniques, lighting, editing video for 
online/TV/Cinema, audio recording, multi-track 
studio recording and mixing, plus live performance 
technology. Participants are able to watch live 
editing of the performances on a big screen. These 
workshops ran over the holidays to enable 
attendance by young people. 
Active in the grant process was St Vincent de Paul 
Society’s Mary Mother of the Church Conference in 
Tenterfield.  
Members say they are delighted to see Bushfire 
Appeal funds helping the town’s performers provide 
joy to a community where, in 1889, Henry Parkes 
delivered his famous oration about the need for the 
Australian colonies to federate into one nation. The 
rest in history…  
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Building a foundation for hope  
Over the last year, members of the St Vincent de 
Paul Society’s social justice network have been 
advocating for more government investment in 
social housing - at least 5,000 dwellings annually for 
the next ten years – as part of our Build Homes, 
Build Hope campaign.  
Even before the pandemic, we were in the midst of 
an acute housing crisis. Almost 38,000 people were 
homeless in NSW alone, while some 53,000 eligible 
applicants (over 110,000 people) were on the 
waitlist for social housing. Some had been waiting 
more than ten years.  
As part of the campaign, members, volunteers, 
employees and supporters of the Society have held 
thousands of conversations with friends, family 
members, fellow parishioners and colleagues as 
they’ve collected signatures on our social housing 
petition.  
Amid the challenges of the Black Summer bushfires 
and COVID-19, a total of more than 15,000 
signatures was delivered to Alex Greenwich, 
Member for Sydney, in October 2020.  
 

 
Carmel Hansen, Maitland/Newcastle Social 
Justice Representative, Jodie Harrison MP, 
Member for Charlestown, CEO Jack de Groot, 
and Sam Crosby, Vinnies MVRO Executive 
Director at NSW Parliament House. 
 
On 18 February, the petition was debated in NSW 
Parliament where MPs from all sides of politics 
spoke on the importance of social housing in all 
parts of the state. 
Alex Greenwich hosted an event in the Jubilee 
Room at NSW Parliament House where Vinnies 
representatives met with Gareth Ward, Minister for 
Families, Communities and Disability Services; 
Melinda Pavey, Minister for Water, Property and 
Housing; and Ryan Park, Shadow Minister for 
Housing and Homelessness. Labor MPs Chris 
Minns and Jodie Harrison were also in attendance 
on the day. 
Jack de Groot, Vinnies NSW CEO, spoke following 
the conclusion of the debate with a message on the 

overall quality of life that comes with having a place 
to call home.  
“Sometimes we get confused in NSW about the 
value of property. We forget about the fundamental 
value of a life that flourishes in a home – that’s what 
we’re about.” 
In order to keep up the momentum for the Build 
Homes, Build Hope campaign it is critical to share 
more stories from people who are waiting for, or 
who have benefited from, social housing.  
So will be hearing the insights of members with 
experience in supporting people in crisis, so often 
linked to housing. If you have your own story to 
share, or can support someone else to do so, 
please email social.justice@vinnies.org.au  
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Raising the Rate is now urgent to 
“live like a human being”  
JobSeeker recipients were dealt a crushing blow in 
February when the Federal Government announced 
a paltry increase of $50/fortnight to the payment. 
With the rate increasing by just $3.57 a day, many 
people are facing uncertain futures due to the 
shortage of jobs and new punitive measures that will 
further the power imbalance between employers 
and workers. 
Members of the St Vincent de Paul Society know all 
too well how people struggled to live on the old rate 
of JobSeeker (then called Newstart). Before the 
pandemic, more than 1-in-3 people assisted by 
members were JobSeeker recipients.  
The payment formed a poverty trap that forced 
people to choose between essentials such as 
putting food on the table, paying bills, or accessing 
vital healthcare.  
Following the introduction of the coronavirus 
supplement, which effectively doubled the 
JobSeeker payment, we saw a marked reduction in 
requests for assistance from people on this payment 
even while the number of recipients on the 
Government’s books more than doubled.  
The higher rate of pay meant people could afford a 
healthier diet, pay their bills, and share a cup of tea 
or coffee with family or friends. As one person told 
us, it meant she was once again able to “live like a 
human being”. 
As the coronavirus supplement has been 
progressively cut, Conference data across NSW has 
shown a 
corresponding 
increase in requests 
for assistance. We 
expect a greater 
level of need when 
the supplement is 
removed at the end 
of March.  
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Despite the disappointing decision by the Federal 
Government to keep the JobSeeker payment below 
the poverty line, we will continue working closely 
with ACOSS to support the Raise the Rate for Good 
campaign.  
If you live in the electorates of Reid (Canada Bay 
and surrounds), Robertson (Gosford), or Wentworth 
(Sydney’s Eastern Suburbs), and are interested in 
supporting local people to connect with their MP, 
we’d particularly like to hear from you.  
You can get involved by emailing -
social.justice@vinnies.org.au 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Southern Highlands bathroom 
opens to support homeless 
The journey began two years ago when members of 
Moss Vale Conference identified the need for 
shower facilities for homeless people in the 
Southern Highlands. Initially they received a  drop-in 
shower unit from Splashdown Event Services, and 
soon afterwards were successful with a $10,550 
grant from Clubs NSW. 
Then things became complicated – the design 
required amending to conform to access standards 
for people with disabilities. The cost would be nearly 
four times the grant! 
The pendulum swung again – on behalf of a local 
benefactor, they were offered a donation to bridge 
the gap, with just one condition: the project must 
proceed.  
And it did, with the inclusion of a utility room to 
house a washing machine, dryer, water heater and 
shelving.  

 
 
A suitable builder was identified, plans were drawn 
up and further funds provided by private donors and 
grants from Federal and State Governments. 
In-kind assistance came from a variety of generous 
companies who donated or discounted the cost of 
equipment and other fittings.  
As is so often the case, there were unavoidable 
delays, including priority for the everyday work of 
the Conference, other projects such as “Make a 
Wish, Mother” and “Make a Wish, Father” and the 
Vinnies Christmas hamper program. Compounding 
things were the 2019/2020 bushfires and the 
ongoing restrictions imposed by COVID-19. 

 

 
 
It is named The Patricia Mackenzie Facility 
in recognition of the principal donor’s 
family… 
 
But the commitment and persistance of members 
won through, and the foundation for the 5-plus 
metres by 2.7 metres building was blessed by local 
Parish Priest Father Richard Greene on the Feast 
Day of Saint Vincent De Paul 2020. 
Not surprisingly, the motto chosen for the facility 
was “Deus providebit” (God will Provide).  
The Conference anticipates the much-needed 
facility will be formally blessed on the Feast of The 
Annunciation of the Lord (25 March) 2021.  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Spiritual Reflection…  
Contemplating a New Year  
through the lens of Fratelli Tutti 
During the recent Christmas and New Year break, I 
opened the pages of Pope Francis’ recent social 
encyclical Fratelli Tutti on fraternal and social 
friendship. This encyclical, like his previously 
published Laudato Si, was strongly influenced by 
the words and actions of a thirteenth century monk. 
For Pope Francis, St Francis of Assisi offers the 
very essence of fraternal openness, “that allows us 
to acknowledge, appreciate and love each person, 
regardless of physical proximity, regardless of 
where he or she was born or lives.” 
This encyclical expresses Pope Francis’ aspirations 
for a fraternity that transcends and crosses all 
boundaries of distance and culture as central and 
that, like St Francis, sows “seeds of peace and 
walked alongside the poor, the abandoned, the 
infirm and the outcast, the least of his sisters and 
brothers”.   
Commentator Austin Ivereigh expressed that this 
document is the third part of the Pope’s vision for 
church and humanity.  
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The first encyclical Evangelli Gaudium was restoring 
our relationship with God, then Laudato Si was 
restoring our relationship with the earth, and Fratelli 
Tutti restores our relationships with each other.  
An aspect, which I believe grounds this document, 
is the reflection on the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan especially with its emphasis on practical 
friendship for the wounded stranger.  

 
The Pope emphasises that, in an unhealthy society 
that turns its back on suffering and that is “illiterate” 
in caring for the vulnerable, we are all called, like 
the Good Samaritan, to become neighbours to 
others, opened to the radical inclusivity of the 
ministry of Jesus.  
We are all co-responsible in co-creating a society 
that is able to “include, integrate and lift up those 
who have fallen”. Love builds bridges, “we were 
made for love” and in this, the Pope encourages 
Christians to recognise Christ in the face of every 
excluded person.  
Pope Francis describes this bridge of fraternity in 
terms of the central principles of Catholic Social 
Teaching, respect for human beings for their 
intrinsic value and not for their use, solidarity based 
on their social nature and the primacy of the 
common good. 
There is an urgency in the tone and expression of 
this encyclical, which I feel is similar to the urgency 
expressed in the revolutionary writings of Frederic 
Ozanam. Frederic wrote in a letter to his friend 
Ernest Falconnet in 1834, “I believe in authority as a 
means, in liberty as a means, and in love as the 
end.”  
Our Vincentian tradition is echoed in the words of 
Fratelli Tutti each day in our service of fraternal and 
social friendship with those we serve.  
To this, I would encourage a thoughtful read of this 
encyclical as this reflection has only touched on the 
depths of this document. 
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclic
als/documents/papa-
francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html 
Come Holy Spirit and renew the face of the earth. 
– Leo Tucker, Executive Director,  
Mission and Spirituality 
 

We hope you enjoy this first issue of  
Good Works. and encourage you to share 
it electronically or in printout form with 
confreres, colleagues, friends or anyone 
interested in the work and activities of  
St Vincent de Paul Society in NSW.  
For contributions or inquiries please contact  
GoodWorks@vinnies.org.au 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples, as the Traditional Custodians of this land, 
with deep respect. May Elders, past, present and 
future, be blessed and honoured. May we join together 
and build a future based on compassion, justice, hope, 
faith, and reconciliation. 

  


