
Images have been changed to protect the privacy of the people we assist.

Please give by calling 13 18 12 or visiting vinnies.org.au

HELP END THE PAIN OF POVERTY. 

You can help rescue a 
child from homelessness.

 DONATE TODAY. 

WINTER APPEAL 2021
INFORMATION KIT
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Medium Details Dates

Parish 
Materials

• 1,500 parish and shop posters

• 80,000 Parish envelopes available for use

From 1 May

TV •  Placement across Network 10, Channel 9, 
SBS, WIN and Broken Hill TV 

•  Community Service Announcement (CSA) 
and bonus placement

From 15 May

Online and 
Social

•  Social media campaigns across 
Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn

•  Display and SEO marketing across 
Google Search and Vinnies website 
remarketing 

•  Targeted emails 

From 18 May

Outdoor 
Advertising 

•  Digital billboards in regional areas and 
across metro near to supermarkets

From 15 May

Publications •  Editorial and ad into Catholic Weekly 

•  Inserts in Catholic Weekly 

•  Inserts in Sydney Morning Herald

From 8 June 

5 May & 8 June 

4 May & 7 June

WINTER APPEAL 2021

CONNECT  
WITH US 
ONLINE

FACEBOOK.COM/VINNIESNSW

INSTAGRAM.COM/VINNIESNSW

TWITTER.COM/VINNIESNSW

YOUTUBE.COM/VINNIESAU
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Dear President,  

It is my pleasure to present you with the updated Information Kit and provide you 
with relevant information regarding the 2021 St Vincent de Paul Society Winter 
Appeal. It is only through the support and dedication of your conference that we 
can continue our good works and for that I truly thank you.  

Over the last few years, we have received an overwhelmingly positive response 
from the community for our Winter Appeal, and with your support, we hope to do 
the same again this year.  

This year’s Winter Appeal is ‘Home Wanted’, with a focus on the impact of 
homelessness particularly on children. Facing homelessness as a family is 
overwhelming, especially as one of the by-products of COVID-19 has been soaring 
house prices and limited places to rent. Cuts to the JobSeeker supplement has 
meant that many people are again living below the poverty line, taking them back 
to where they started. While some people are anxious to get back to ‘normal’, for 
those that were previously vulnerable it is not a future to look forward to. 

The Winter Appeal will be supported by several advertising channels running from 
1 May – 30 June 2021. We are also very happy to support you with any additional 
media or promotional support that you may need to make sure it is a successful 
campaign in your Central Council area.  

If you haven’t already received them, your Winter Appeal resources including 
posters and Parish envelopes, should arrive shortly. Should you require any further 
materials or if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact 
Amber Webb-Regan on (02) 9568 0260 or amber.webb-regan@vinnies.org.au.  

I wish you all the very best with your Winter Appeal and I look forward to working 
with you.  

Kind regards,

Yolanda Saiz 
Executive Director, Commercial Enterprise, Fundraising & Communications

PS – remember to stamp your address on your parish envelope or 
donations will be processed at the State Support Office.

TWITTER.COM/VINNIESNSW

YOUTUBE.COM/VINNIESAU

SUPPORTING FAMILIES THROUGH HOMELESSNESS.
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CASE STUDY: OLIVIA’S STORY
Every night in Australia, a child asks their parents “where are we going 
to sleep tonight?” And mum and dad don’t have an answer. 

Before COVID-19 hit, there were more than 25,000 Australian children under the 
age of 18 who were facing homelessness each night1. Six year old Olivia was 
one of them. 

She and her father Darren spent many months moving from couch to floor, uncle 
to aunty, looking for somewhere safe to stay.  

When Darren lost his job, he also lost his home. He was forced to move 
constantly between friends and family members. He called on everyone he 
could to make sure Olivia wasn’t sleeping on the street. When he could scrape 
together the money, they stayed in motels.  

Although Olivia may have been too young to fully comprehend the situation, she 
understood enough to be worried. Every day she asked her dad where they 
were going.  

Night after night she was scared she’d have to sleep in the car, or in the park, 
or on a living room floor. These are formative years in a child’s life, and to spend 
them in fear can leave lasting scars.  
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“Olivia became very dependent on me. She wouldn’t let go of my hand, 
she wouldn’t go to sleep until I went to sleep,” Darren remembers. “It was a 
heartbreaking experience.”  

Homelessness isn’t just the lack of secure accommodation. It’s a lack of control 
over your living space. For families, that can mean not being able to cook dinner 
at night or run a bath for the kids. It makes it impossible to maintain the routines 
that young children need. 

When Olivia was sleeping in other people’s lounge rooms, she would have to 
go to bed and wake up when the adults did, which made it hard for her to get 
enough sleep. Constant tiredness and feelings of stress and anxiety exact a 
heavy toll on children, causing behavioural and emotional issues, as well as 
impacting their health.  

Homelessness can set children back in various aspects of their development: 
their schooling, their friendships, their family relationships, and their physical and 
mental wellbeing. This has flow-on effects on their future prospects, and impacts 
their ability to reach their full potential. 

In the second year of the global pandemic, 51,000 more children in NSW are 
predicted to be at risk of poverty and homelessness tonight2. More young people 
in our community will be facing the cold, couch surfing or sleeping in situations 
that put them at risk.  

Poverty is the greatest driver of homelessness, and right now, amid a national 
housing crisis and an economy that has yet to bounce back after the events of 
2020, poverty is on the rise.  

With rent continuing to increase, the people hit hardest are those who were 
already struggling to get by. More families are having difficulty paying their bills, 
feeding their families, accessing the health care they need, and covering their 
travel costs.  

As you may have noticed yourself, the pandemic created many extra expenses 
for families. Food prices have sky-rocketed and home-schooling was an added 
financial burden.  

And now we’re facing yet another challenge.  

The JobSeeker supplement was reduced in March, cutting off a lifeline that was 
keeping many families afloat. The JobKeeper wage subsidy also expired at the 
end of March and many employers have had to let their staff go.  

St Vincent de Paul Society in NSW, provides a vital service for individuals and 
families facing financial hardship. Our volunteers and team members provide the 
emotional and financial assistance that struggling families need to hang on to 
their tenancies and maintain a secure environment for their children.  
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I am happy to share that there 
is a positive end to Olivia and 
Darren’s story, with the family 
securing permanent housing 
through the assistance of Vinnies 
volunteer, Danielle.   

Danielle advocated on their 
behalf with local real estate 
agents to place them in secure 
accommodation. And she 
connected Darren with financial 
counselling and parenting 
support, to help him gain the 
skills to maintain a home for his 
family. 

And importantly, she provided 
emotional support to a family 
that had been drowning in 
despair and desperation. 
Knowing that there was 
someone he could call, that he 
didn’t have to go it alone, gave 
Darren hope that there was a 
way out of their situation. 

“It wasn’t until I was talking with Danielle, that I started to get some of the faith 
back again, and seeing that there are people that could help me, and giving me 
the right tools to work forward,” said Darren.  

Our volunteers and team members like Danielle are on the frontlines every day, 
working with families in need of a permanent home, or at risk of losing their 
property. It is only through support of generous people that we can continue:  

• Intervening early to prevent homelessness 

• Providing accommodation as quickly as possible 

• Supporting people to maintain stable housing  

You can support Vinnies Winter Appeal 2021 by encouraging a donation 
to continue the Good Works that St Vincent de Paul Society NSW do. 

1 ABS, Census of Population and Housing, 2016

2 The Australia Institute, “Poverty and a reduced Coronavirus Supplement,” Nov 2020
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STATISTICS for your Central Council

For the winter period between June to August 2020. 

ARMIDALE CENTRAL COUNCIL provided over $29,846 worth of assistance to people 
experiencing disadvantage, including over $14,765 worth of assistance for food. 

BATHURST CENTRAL COUNCIL provided over $87,545 worth of assistance to people 
experiencing disadvantage, including over $36,643 worth of assistance for food. 

BROKEN BAY CENTRAL COUNCIL provided over $195,494 worth of assistance to people 
experiencing disadvantage, including over $76,259 worth of assistance for food. 

LISMORE CENTRAL COUNCIL provided over $219,270 worth of assistance to people 
experiencing disadvantage, including over $186,969 worth of assistance for food. 

MAITLAND/NEWCASTLE CENTRAL COUNCIL provided over $346,845 worth of assistance to 
people experiencing disadvantage, including over $251,802 worth of assistance for 
food. 

PARRAMATTA CENTRAL COUNCIL provided over $197,569 worth of assistance to people 
experiencing disadvantage, including over $67,357 worth of assistance for food. 

SYDNEY ARCHDIOCESE CENTRAL COUNCIL provided over $565,093 worth of assistance to 
people experiencing disadvantage, including over $232,830 worth of assistance for 
food. 

WAGGA WAGGA CENTRAL COUNCIL provided over $49,960 worth of assistance to people 
experiencing disadvantage, including over $37,186 worth of assistance for food. 

WILCANNIA/FORBES CENTRAL COUNCIL provided over $86,914 worth of assistance to 
people experiencing disadvantage, including over $23,165 worth of assistance for 
food. 

WOLLONGONG CENTRAL COUNCIL provided over $88,321 worth of assistance to people 
experiencing disadvantage, including over $66,838 worth of assistance for food. 
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THE FACTS
During the COVID-19 pandemic, State and Federal Governments put 
in place a range of supports to keep the economy moving and to keep 
people housed and able to pay the bills.
But as these supports are stripped away, we risk a rising tide of unemployment 
and poverty that in turn will lead to homelessness.

With JobSeeker Payments dropping back to below the poverty line, people 
who are out of work are once again struggling to make ends meet. And with 
the JobKeeper scheme winding up, the true impact of the pandemic on our 
economy is being revealed.

Economic modelling predicted that by June 2021, rising unemployment 
would have contributed to a 20 percent increase in the number of households 
experiencing housing stress in NSW and a 24 per cent increase in homelessness 
– that is, an additional 9027 people sleeping rough or living in severely 
overcrowded accommodation.1

We are already starting to see these predictions come true, with many 
homelessness services reporting a significant increase in the number of people 
who need help. With homelessness services across Australia already at capacity 
even before the pandemic, when they were unable to meet an average of 260 
requests for assistance each day2, any increase in the number of people who 
need help is of deep concern.

People who rent their homes are particularly at risk as they were harder hit during 
the pandemic. Across Australia, renter incomes fell by 5% between March and 
June 2020, while housing costs dropped by only 0.5%.3  Rents have since 
decreased in some parts of Sydney,4 but they remain out of reach for people on 
low incomes. And in many regional areas – particularly coastal areas – rents have 
increased and vacancy rates are at historic lows;5 ingredients for an emerging 
housing crisis.

1  Equity Economics (2020), A Wave of Disadvantage Across NSW: Impact of the Covid-19 Recession, A Report Prepared for the New 
South Wales Council of Social Service, Sydney.

2 AIHW (2020) Specialist Homelessness Services Annual Report

3  Pawson, H., Martin. C., Sisson, A., Thompson, S, (2021) COVID-19: Housing and Homelessness Impacts – An Initial Analysis. A 
report for the ACOSS-UNSW Poverty and Inequality Partnership by the City Futures Research Centre at UNSW. 

4 The Urban Developer (2021) Sydney Housing Market Insights: February 2021

5 Real Estate Institute of NSW (2021) Vacancy Rate Survey Results: January 2021
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PARISH SPEAKING NOTES
The success of the Winter Appeal will be dependent on the goodwill and 
the endorsement of the parish priest and generous parishioners.
Consider asking to submit a recorded video to be played after mass if your 
parish is meeting online during coronavirus restrictions, or ask to speak 
in-person after mass when normal services are allowed to resume. 
If you are holding a local collection or placing donation envelopes at mass, 
be sure to mention these as ways that parishioners can donate (in addition 
to the www.vinnies.org.au website and 13 18 12 phone number).

SPEAKER’S NOTES FOR MAY 30, THE MOST HOLY TRINITY
Today, we reflect on the Church’s deeply held faith of three persons in one God. 
Understanding the mystery of the Trinity has vexed theologians throughout time. 
From simplistic models like the three leaf clover to parts of Aquinas’ expansive 
work the Summa Theologica, the understanding has and will continue to be a 
mystery known only through the eyes of faith. Even to speak of the three “persons” 
of the one God we have a need to use the language of “persons” because we 
speak of the bond of love of persons and the concepts of love needs to be 
engaging with a being or person to be actual love understood. At the end of the 
day, what I do know with all my heart is that God’s “self-communicating” love 
abides with us always, transcendently and immanently. 
In the St Vincent de Paul Society, most of our meetings begin with the prayer of the 
Holy Trinity in the sign of the Cross. May our lives together continue to be blessed 
in this profound mystery of God, opening us always to God’s “self-communicating” 
love enabling us to respond compassionately to all we meet. SEE CONCLUSION

SPEAKER’S NOTES FOR JUNE 6, CORPUS CHRISTI
The gospel account provides an extraordinary dimension in an ordinary event. 
The ordinariness is a gathering for a meal but it is made extraordinary, or holy, 
through the narrative of the journey and the action of the breaking of bread. 
Both dimensions are important, the ordinary and the extraordinary. Pope Francis 
expresses these dimensions as he states that “the Eucharist, although it is the 
fullness of sacramental life, is not a prize for the perfect but a powerful medicine 
and nourishment for the weak”. Fundamentally Christians have simply viewed the 
Eucharist as one dimensional, in the extraordinary realm, which in many ways is 
completely understandable but this then makes it affordable only to those always 
in a state of perfection. Humanity, by our very nature, needs to be touched by the 
ordinary and it is in this ordinariness that the Eucharist becomes nourishing for the 
weak. SEE CONCLUSION
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SPEAKER’S NOTES FOR JUNE 13, 11TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
The miracle of growth in creation is used both in the reading from Ezekiel and in 
the Gospel narrative by Jesus, to explain what the kingdom of God is like. Both 
passages depict great growth from small and simple beginnings, firstly with a 
cedar on the high mountain of Israel and then a mustard seed in Jesus’ parable.

The fact that Jesus chose these two elements as symbols for his teaching, remind 
us that He accepts the ordinary, the lowly, and wants all to be part of His Kingdom. 
In many ways, the work of the St Vincent de Paul Society understands this 
important call of the gospel and in its good works responds to Jesus encouraging 
all no matter their status in life to be embraced in this Kingdom.  SEE CONCLUSION

SPEAKER’S NOTES FOR JUNE 20, 12TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
The Book of Job provides a gateway into the readings of St Paul and Mark’s 
Gospel this week. This Book belongs to the Hebrew Bible of writings and is a 
poetic dialogue dealing with the meaning and purpose of suffering in life and the 
consequences of this in our attitude and relationship with God. 

For St Paul the heart of the tempest is the overwhelming love of Christ and in Mark 
the voice at the height of the storm is the calming and peaceful one of Jesus. The 
three readings express a God who journeys with us in times of deep sadness and 
in times of celebrations and joy. The reading speaks of a God empowering and 
calling us to live in hope. This is a hope grounded in faith that continues to grow in 
the overwhelming and unconditional love of Christ. SEE CONCLUSION

SPEAKER’S NOTES FOR JUNE 27, 13TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
This phrase, “Talitha, kum”, in Jesus’ ancient tongue of Aramaic sums up 
beautifully the narrative of this week’s Gospel. The Gospel tells us that this means 
“Little girl, I tell you to get up” and in a similar way Jesus tells the woman with 
haemorrhage to rise up from the pain, the suffering and the indignation of her 
physical complaint to be free and at peace.

Jesus’ invitation to the girl and also to the woman in haemorrhage was an 
invitation that through faith they are free of the dis-ease of our world. He offers 
them the grace of peace and healing. Jesus invites us to a deeper faith, which 
empowers us “to get up”, and express our faith in the work we do. Grounded in 
this faith may we continue to share hope, respect, dignity, and encourage people 
to take control of their destiny, offering the Vincentian spirit and way of “a hand 
up”. SEE CONCLUSION
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CONCLUSION   FOR ALL WEEKS
Every day at Vinnies, we see that ordinary people are able to make an 
extraordinary difference in their local communities. We are inspired by the joy 
of the Gospels and our Catholic social teachings to do things that matter. The 
spirit to feed, heal, shelter, nurture, and inspire – the power to change lives – 
is in everyone. 

As we enter this winter in the shadow of coronavirus, your commitment 
to helping those experiencing disadvantage, poverty, loneliness and 
homelessness is still very much needed and appreciated. 

If you are able to make a contribution to the Vinnies Winter Appeal, please do 
so by visiting www.vinnies.org.au or calling 13 18 12. Please help us to help 
others. Thank you.

SPEAKER’S NOTES FOR JULY 4, 14TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
The Hospitaller Order of St John of God shares a vow of hospitality. To this, 
they understand hospitality as “a heart that sees where love is needed and act 
accordingly”. This is a strikingly beautiful and simple way of perceiving the value 
and act of hospitality. For in this way hospitality is more than just a free feed or 
even a night’s lodging. It is the very act of opening our hearts and welcoming 
the person of Christ in those we meet. In this way, our hospitality echoes the 
words of Jesus to his disciples in this week’s gospel, “Anyone who welcomes 
you welcomes me; and those who welcome me welcome the one who sent me.” 
SEE CONCLUSION

ADVICE ON HOW TO DONATE:
•  An envelope is on your seat – fill out and return to your 

Vinnies Member
•  Alternatively, return your envelope and enclosed donation 

by post
•  You can donate online at www.vinnies.org.au or by phone 

at 13 18 12 
• Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible



THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
More than 25,000 Australian children will be without a home tonight*.  You can help keep a child like Olivia (pictured) safe this winter. 

YOU CAN HELP  
RESCUE A CHILD  
FROM HOMELESSNESS. 

          YOU CAN HELP RESCUE A CHILD FROM HOMELESSNESS. DONATE TODAY. 

THIS IS THE DIFFERENCE YOU CAN MAKE TO FAMILIES AT RISK OF HOMELESSNESS:

$74
can provide warm 

blankets, clothing, and a 
hot meal for a family.

$251 
can ensure a family facing 
homelessness has a safe 

place to sleep tonight.

$600
can keep a roof over a 

family’s head by helping with 
rent and household bills.

$137
can remove the threat of 

hunger for a family by providing 
nutritious groceries for a week.  

St Vincent de Paul Society NSW ABN: 91 161 127 340 Reply Paid 19, PETERSHAM NSW 2049 Telephone: (02) 9568 0262 Fax: (02) 9550 9383 Email: vinnies@vinnies.org.au Web: vinnies.org.au Donations Hotline: 13 18 12
*ABS Census of Population and Housing: Estimating homelessness, 2016.  Images and names have been changed to protect the privacy of the people we assist.

 Please place this envelope in the St Vincent de Paul Society’s Collection Box of any Catholic Church, drop off at any Vinnies Retail Centre or send to the address above.    

No stamp required  
if posted in Australia

Delivery Address:
PO Box 19, PETERSHAM NSW 2049

          YOU CAN HELP END CHILD HOMELESSNESS.
 DONATE TODAY. 

YOU CAN HELP END  
CHILD HOMELESSNESS. 
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DON’T FORGET!
Before distributing Parish envelopes,  
please stamp with your local details.

Good luck with your campaign and please  
feel welcome to reach out to us if needed.

For enquiries about the Winter Appeal please contact  
Amber Webb-Regan 

on (02) 9568 0260 or amber.webb-regan@vinnies.org.au


