
 

 

NSW North West Update 
September 2021  

Welcome to the first edition of NSW North West Update  

This brief monthly newsletter aims to provide all our wonderful folk with a relevant summary supplement to keep 

you up-to-date with projects and decisions that impact you, in an quick, easy-to-read format. Please enjoy!  

Regional Director | Phil Donnan 
Community Sleepout raises over $30,000 across the Northwest region! – A huge 

congratulations to all throughout the Armidale and Bathurst CCs who braved a 

night’s rough-sleeping to raise awareness and crucial funds for the homeless and 

drug and alcohol rehab on Friday Aug 27. A heartfelt thanks to the participants, 

their sponsors and a special thank you to the Armidale Ex-Servies Club for 

generously matching $3,000 in donations. Well done all! 

COVID – with an extension of lockdown to cover the whole state, all conference sites went to remote operation as 

of Aug 14. Conferences are requested to contact the regional office if mobile phones or other devices are required. 

CAMS – the introduction of a state-wide client database will replace the current Hand Up and Excel processes. The 

Conference Assistance Management System (CAMS) has been used already to provide bushfire and flood assistance, 

and a number of conferences around the state are trialing the system for general care and support. In our region the 

Glen Innes, Armidale, Dubbo and Orange conferences are assisting. The full system will be implemented in a general 

rollout later this year, extending into 2022. The project plan for this is being prepared and will provide dedicated 

face to face training for each conference in turn. 

Computer Equipment – to support the CAMS program, most conferences will need updated computer equipment. 

New laptops and printer/scanners were ordered in April, but delivery has been delayed until sometime in 2022 due 

to worldwide shortages. Apologies for you having to put up with older equipment for a bit longer.  

Armidale Central Council President | Paul Burton 
A hearty congratulations to all members, volunteers and staff throughout the 

Armidale CC Area for their amazing continuing contribution to the mission of our 

Society made under especially difficult circumstances. With the most recent 

stringent COVID restrictions in force, the resilience and innovation in ensuring our 

outreach and administrative activities has not faltered. In addition to the Society’s 

regular activities, the momentum connected to the Annual Sleepout has been 

maintained. The result achieved exceeded the much hoped for initial forecast. 

We welcome aboard Jann Browne to role of Central Council Twinning Officer and 

Matt Knights to the position of Operations Support Officer. I’m confident of the 

level of professional expertise both have already brought to the tasks at hand will continue. As various 

communication has indicated, there is much to be done to re-establish stability in the NSW State Office. Please be 

assured I will be working consistently to ensure the best interests of the membership and those we assist are the 

highest priority. Thank you all so much for your continuing support as we all work together in order to achieve the 

Mission and to extend the Vision of our wonderful Society! God Bless. 

We love because he first loved us 1 John 4:19 

Armidale phone 5776 0200 or email armidale@vinnies.org.au | Bathurst phone 6362 2565 or email bathdio@vinnies.org.au 
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Bathurst Central Council President | Neil Rabbett 

A highlight of Bathurst Central Council is the work by Castlereagh Industries and 

Greene Villa at Coonamble. Both locations have manufactured and delivered 140,000 

COVID packs to NSW Health for COVID testing. A fantastic initiative by these Special 

Works units. 

Office move - Bathurst Central Council has now relocated to 88 Bathurst Road in 

Orange. The office phone number (6362 2565), fax number (6362 2830), and the PO Box number (8317) are still 

current. Our new phone system now connects your call to our computers. When you call the above number please 

listen to all options available and press the appropriate number for your query. If anyone from the office calls you, 

the number shown will show as 9173 #### and not 6362 2565. Please call if you have any questions. 

Castlereagh Region - Ian Wray has nominated for Regional President Position and is waiting to be elected at the next 

Regional meeting. Meegan Taylor has taken on the role of President St Lawrence’s Coonabarabran. All conferences 

are conducting business remotely. The internal alterations are progressing at the Harris Scarf building in Macquarie 

Street Dubbo. Conference will relocate there in early 2022. 

Cudgegong Region - St Mary’s Mudgee in conjunction with Barnardos Australia have been distributing donated 

foods from Aldi to people we assist throughout the communities in the Region. This initiative is being well received. 

Conference activities are starting to get a little busier. Donated firewood is also being given out to those in need. 

Evans Region - As Marina puts it, they have endured everything possible over the past 12months - Flood, Fire and 

COVID. Marina is working on two projects - the Food Van, plus cooking classes for the family and those in need. She 

will be using the Assumption Conference for both activities. St Patrick’s Lithgow have recently received substantial 

donations for Care and Support use. 

Orange Region - Are holding their Regional meeting on the 25th. Chris 

Worley should be elected as Regional President. They are busily moving the 

office and are taking part in CAMs training. 

Retail Regional Manager | David Powter 
FY20/21 – Unlike FY 19/20 last financial year was relatively unaffected with 

COVID closures. There was some late re-openings that occurred 

throughout July, and some minor closures for damage; however we 

managed to get through relatively unscathed. This helped the region 

achieve well in sales, ultimately resulting 

with a $2,748,644 surplus contribution to 

the society. 

FY21/22 – Once again we are in a COVID 

outbreak space, with mask mandates 

immediately affecting custom and a drop 

of 25% to sales as soon as this was implemented. At the same time lockdowns began with our metro cousins having 

to close sites. This has resulted in a loss of revenue for this year as; with the regional lockdown beginning later, for 

the first 8 weeks of the financial year the Society has lost between $700k and $1.4M every week in sales. The 

extension of the regional lockdown and continuation of metro closures see’s this happening into September. Whilst 

encountering a devasting loss of a revenue stream, State Retail has completed cancellation of capital expenditure, 

the standing down of some paid staff, as well as reduced hours for others and the authorizing of leave. 

For helpful resources, news, contacts, events and more,  

see the Vinnies NSW Member and Volunteer Support website  

mavs.vinnies.org.au  

Christ has no body but yours. No hands no feet on earth but yours.  
Teresa of Avila (1515–1582) 
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Get up-to-date with your Checks 

and Compliance during lockdown 

Now is the perfect time to find the 

time and our friendly support staff 

are on hand to help you through the 

process. 

For the Armidale Central Council 

region contact Matthew Knights at 

matthew.knights@vinnies.org.au or 

call 5776 0210. 

For the Bathurst Central Council 

region contact Jenny Mathieson at 

jenny.mathieson@vinnies.org.au or 

call 6362 2565. 

mailto:matthew.knights@vinnies.org.au

