
 

 

 

 
 

 

    Vinnies Newsletter 

   Christmas Edition – 2021 

   North West Region 
________________________________________ 

To all our wonderful Members, Volunteers and Employees across the North West. 

Thank you for your incredible efforts in a difficult year that has included Covid, lockdowns, temporary site closures 

and an uncertain future. Your resilience in enduring through these difficulties is very remarkable and has greatly 

contributed to our shops and services being available to the public for most of the time. Shop temporary closures 

have been limited and conferences have been able to provide remote support for the whole time. Thank you. 

For all the difficulties there has been a number of great achievements overall; 

 Opening of the new Dubbo shop which is setting the standard for future shop upgrades, layout and 

branding.  This was also complemented by the reopening of the Walgett and Coolah shops.  Well 

done to David Powter, his Area Managers and all the volunteers involved. 

 The formation of our first Family Visitation Conference with twelve new members reforming the St 

Gerard’s Armidale conference. 

 Piloting of the Conference Assistance Management System (CAMS) at Dubbo, Glen Innes, and 

Armidale.  This home grown software has been a long time coming and these Conferences are 

representing us, to ensure that the software is user friendly and effective for all. 

 Creation of the monthly Update Newsletter to keep you well informed of significant developments. 

 The raising of $42,486 through the Vinnies Community Sleepout in 2021 between Dubbo and 

Armidale.  Events are planned for Armidale, Dubbo, Tamworth, Orange and Bathurst in 2022 so we 

will probably see this fundraising record broken for the third successive year. 

 

 



 

 

Next year should see us all settle into a new Covid routine and 2022 should see a number of projects to improve 

member and volunteer experience and strengthening regional sites. The most significant is a comprehensive 

recruitment campaign in each location from February through to May that will encourage new volunteers and 

members into each of our Shops and Conferences. Your assistance with promoting the Society through these 

campaigns will ensure its success. 

On behalf of the St Vincent de Paul Society, I would heartily thank you for all your work this year and best wishes 
for Christmas and the New Year. May you have a blessed time with your family and friends during this well-
deserved break. 

Looking forward to seeing you all in 2022. 
 

Yours faithfully - Phil Donnan (Regional Director - North West)  

 

News from around the Armidale Central Council 

 
Dear Members, Volunteers and Staff, 

 

As we near the close of 2021, and looking back, it is certainly evident that the past year, if anything, has been most 

challenging. However, the challenges met, as well as the difficulties overcome, are a testament to the exceptional 

commitment to all concerned in furthering the mission of The Society in every aspect. We can all be justifiably 

proud of how our Society, if being objectively measured, can illustrate that much has been achieved, and as such the 

close of 2021 will in most areas, see a more dynamic and innovative direction for our care and support mission and 

also the distribution of resources to those we seek to serve. Of equal consideration is the essential respect held by 

Vincentians for one another and the selfless and diligent communal effort continually on display, typifying the long 

established reputation of The Society and its members.  

 

 In order to include a complete report on the vast scope of engagement of our members, volunteers and staff during 

2021 would take several pages, unfortunately too many for this complementary annual publication, however 

 

 ……it would include the effective activities and initiatives of the recently reformed Armidale Regional 
Council (reformed Dec 2020) which are to be commended, including the re-establishment of the 
Conference of St Gerard. 

 The attendance to the Moree district flood disaster which was exceptional. 

 To see a State Council meeting take place in Regional NSW (Dubbo) inside our administrative hub 
during April was a necessary step in making our Society less “Sydney centric”. More efforts to 
decentralise our important meetings are planned. 

 Additional extensive engagement with various media arms is increasing the profile of the Society across 
our administrative hub. 

 The level of expertise and professionalism added to our Armidale Central Council is priceless. Thank 
you so much Jann Browne (Twinning) and Jim Maher (Community Diversity and Inclusion) for 
stepping into the roles. 

 We were fortunate to be able to complete Phases 1 and 2 of The Society’s Pastoral Care Forum. Heartfelt 
appreciation to Joy Bowen, Greg Ryan and the Armidale Conference of St Louise in presenting and 
hosting the events. 

 Planning the formation of a Conference to support the work of Rosalie House is underway. 

 The engagement of all concerned, and the ensuing success of the Society’s Community Sleepout was 
once again one of the highlights of Vincentian activity. Organisers, sponsors and participants, you are 
amazing! 

 Initiatives for more productive involvement with the Society’s Reconciliation Action Plan are gaining an 
acceptable level of momentum. Thank you, Rob Cohen for your recognition of our current efforts to date 
in this area of our Vincentian mission. 

 Social Justice issues continue to be recognised across our Diocese, but unfortunately initiatives this past 
year have been severely hampered by COVID 19 related restrictions. 

 



 

 

 We thank our administrative team (Armidale) - Ahmed Adeniji (Member & Community Engagement 
Coordinator), Cassie Croft (Schools & Youth Engagement Coordinator), Penny Meyer (Account 
Officer) and Matt Knights (Operations Support Officer). Your efforts and dedication are noticed and 
appreciated. 

 Congratulations are extended to past Office Bearer and 
tireless Vincentian stalwart, Don Hewitt, in recognition 
of his contribution to the Society and his local 
community. Don was awarded The Papal Medal by 
Bishop Kennedy at a Cathedral mass on 13th June. 

Photo - L to R: Paul Burton (Armidale Central Council President), 
Don Hewitt and Bishop Kennedy. 

 As well as welcoming, recognising and congratulating 
we must be ever mindful of saying goodbye during 2021 
to our deceased Vincentians and benefactors. We pray their reward be immeasurable as they live their 
Eternal Lives to the fullest in The Lord’s presence and in the company of all deceased who have touched 
the lives of the poor, dwelling on the periphery of unjust societies. I suspect that RESTING in peace 
would not be their preferred option! Their time spent with us has been so dynamic and inspirational. 

I extend all my prayers and best wishes for a Holy and Joyous Christmas Season. Words cannot describe my 

appreciation for the Christian commitment you so selflessly and consistently display. 

 

God Bless 

Paul Burton - Armidale Central Council President     

 

Armidale Region - President Kerry Steller 
Having now been in this position as Regional President for one year I am truly inspired by the commitment and 

unwavering work that our members and volunteers undertake. Pope Francis in his 2021 World Day of the Poor 

letter wrote, ‘the poor you will always have with you’ and he says that ‘they (the poor) may have nothing but they 

retain the dignity of God’s children’. Pope Francis speaks of our ‘loving attentiveness’ that begins our concern for 

those with nothing and inspires us to effectively seek their good. He calls the poor the ‘true evangelizers’ and 

resonates the example that Frederic Ozanam, our Founder, has imparted to us to see Christ in the poor. 

 

It has been a very difficult year with ongoing COVID restrictions, but Vinnies has continued to fight back and adjust 

to changing conditions.  

 Our Care and Support members had to stop face-to face interviews and deal with client crises over the 

phone and internet and needed to deliver food to those in need.  

 Donations to shops had to cease whilst we were in lockdown as we had no volunteers to process these. Our 

warehouse continued to deliver furniture to our Care and Support clients who had to move during lockdown. 

 Starter packs were put together in the shops to go to homeless men moving from temporary into more 

permanent rental accommodation. 

                                            
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   

Photo Above: Paul Robinson from St Augustines’                                                            Photo above: Volunteers from our Armidale Vinnies Shop 

              Conference & Jane McCardell from St Louise Conference                                                                helping to sort clothing. Thank you ladies! 

                                  with one of the starter packs.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 This year’s Vinnies Community Sleepout had to be at home again for a second year but we still managed to raise 

over $30,000 for Freeman House’s Fresh Start program, and this year a number of community members also took 

part.   

     
             Photos above: Cassie Croft (Schools & Community Youth Engagement Officer) & Sophie Warner (Youth Representative)  

    promoting the Community Sleepout & Winter Appeal at the Vinnies Stall (Armidale Mall Markets); Volunteers also out helping the 

cause; North West Regional Director Phil Donnan doing his bit and braving the elements for the Sleepout. Well done to all involved!! 
 

On Saturday, 27th November at the Armidale Bowling Club, 46 of our volunteers from the Armidale Shop and 

Distribution Centre, along with members from 4 of our Conferences joined together to enjoy a hearty Christmas 

lunch. Members from of our newly formed St Gerard’s Family Conference were also in attendance. It was great to 

celebrate with all those who make the important work of Vinnies possible.  
 

         
 

Wishing all of our volunteers and members a happy and holy Christmas and thanking you all for your ongoing 

commitment to Vinnies. 

 

Kindest regards  

Kerry 

  

 

 News from around the Bathurst Central Council  

 
Hi Everyone, 
 
I would like at the outset to thank each of you for your persistence during a very trying end to 2021. It has been one of 
the hardest periods in my lifetime and I am sure yours as well. 
 
The droughts timely end may have been a highlight for some, but fire, floods and the dreaded Covid has really been 
testing for everybody. I take this opportunity to thank each of you who attended to those we serve remotely and /or 
face to face during the lockdown period. I look forward to thanking you personally over time. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
This year has seen two retail outlets relocate into new premises, Coolah into premises at 34 Binnia Street and our 
Dubbo shop into the old Harris Scarf building at 151 Macquarie Street. Both shops have accommodation space for 
Sacred Heart Conference Coolah and St Brigid’s Conference Dubbo, to operate out of the same building in 2022. This 
will truly be a One Society approach. 
 
We had some retirements of Society roles during 2021 with Jill Messenger (Orange Regional President), Carol Jones 
(Cudgegong Regional President) and Helen Naef Castlereagh Regional President. Thank you to all for your time and 
devotion to the Society in these positions. You were a huge asset to the Bathurst Central Council. Replacements for 
the vacated positions have been elected or appointed with Chris Worley (Orange Regional President), Ian Wray 
(Castlereagh Regional President) and Brian McCarney (Acting Cudgegong Regional President). A big thank you for 
stepping up in these roles, it is very much appreciated. 
 
As always member and volunteer numbers are decreasing and a push is under way to bolster our ranks. The Society is 
looking for a 10% increase over the next 18 months. Therefore, if you know of anyone who might be interested in 
joining the Vincentian family can you please give them the contact details for either Denise Martin (9173 1219) or Gail 
Gilbert (9173 1221), who are located at the Bathurst Central Council office in Orange.  
 
Marina Gray (Evans Regional President) is undertaking a program in Bathurst called “Cooking for One”. This program 
is to assist families and singles with the preparation of food and the importance of nutrition. A future Food Van is also 
on the agenda for Bathurst. Property personnel are travelling throughout the Bathurst Central Council doing site 
inspections on all Conference and Retail buildings. 
 
Our monthly newsletter has been well received and will continue. 
 
Once again thank you and I wish you and yours a merry Christmas and 
a far better 2022. 
                                                                                                                                                               
God bless you all 
 
Neil Rabbett 
President - Bathurst Central Council 

 
 

Castlereagh Region - Past President Helen Naef & Acting President Ian Wray 

Community Sleepout Dubbo 
On the 27th August, the Vinnies Community Sleepout was held in Dubbo. Due to Covid 19 health orders, the first 

part of this event was a Team online virtual meeting and the second part was the accommodation choices of the  

registered sleepers (Paul Hagarty, Andrew McKay, Julie Webster, Geoff Mann, Dan Sullivan, Scott Macleod, Charlie 

Nguyen, Murray Wood, Stephen Lawrence, Terry Wilcher and John Larkin was an apology). This included their 

backyard, cars, patio and armchairs. Julie Webster reported that the temperature at 6am was –2deg.  

 

Geoff Mann was the MC for the evening’s program and with support from Julie Webster played a recorded message 

from Jack de Groot, Vinnies CEO, NSW. Jack prepared Acknowledgement of Country and thanked people for 

taking the time to participate. He also outlined the numbers of homeless in NSW who are being contacted by 

Vinnies and other organisations.  

 

Scott Macleod is a local builder and a well-known sportsman. He has seen first-hand of people living on the streets 

when he was working in many western communities.  

 

Vinnies thanks its generous donors 
MORE than $11,000 was raised during the recent Vinnies Community Sleepout. Eevent coordinator Dan Sullivan 

and participant Paul Hagarty thanked the Dubbo RSL Memorial Club and Herron Todd White for their significant 

contributions towards the cause. The RSL donated $2000 as part of their Club Grants funding, while Herron Todd 

White contributed $1000. The donations helped Vinnies surpass its goal of $10,000. All of the money will be used to 

assist people experiencing, or at risk of, homelessness, due to domestic violence, leaving prison and loss of 

employment. 

 

 

 



 

 

The sleepout team has acknowledged all of the people who supported 

the event financially. 

Mr Sullivan said without those who supported it, the event would not 

have been successful.  

 
Photo and article by – ORLANDER RUMING – Daily Liberal Dubbo.  

 

Photo right: Paul Haggerty, Gus Lico, Dan Sullivan and Jeff Caldbeck at the Dubbo 

RSL. 

 

 

            
We would also like to thank the above community members for also participating in the Sleepout. 

L to R: Andrew McKay, Geoff Mann & Scott & Darcy Macleod 

      
St Brigid’s Conference has started preparing for the Annual Christmas Hamper Operation once again.  

This year we estimate about 300 hampers will be given out. We receive tremendous support from all the Catholic 

Schools in Dubbo plus St Brigid’s Parish for putting all the Hampers together. Bunnings Dubbo once again provides 

the Hamper containers free of charge. They assist us each year with this which saves the Society so much.  

 

Many community minded people are coming forward this year to assist with the planning and also military type 

task with the distribution of these hampers. This is usually done by the school children and the Parish parishioners 

who deliver all the Christmas hampers throughout the community.  

  

St Brigid’s Conference also provided material support to the Dubbo Health Network which operates a Covid 19 

Secure Facility at Taronga Western Plains Zoo. The conference provided extra clothes and games for the children. 

We also assisted by providing food to families in lock down at home, 7 Days a week. Members operated a phone 

centre to take enquires and other members packed and delivered food parcels in a Covid safe manner. 

 

We have started meeting as a Conference again under our new Conference President Barb Kelly, as Rhonda Gleeson 

has stood down for health reasons. Rhonda will still continue as a member of St Brigid’s Conference.  

 

Thank you Rhonda for doing such a wonderful job as President, under difficult conditions this year. The entire 

Castlereagh Regions members wish you all the very best.  

 

 

In November Peter Duffy (President St Patrick’s Conference Wellington) 

presented Michael White (Conference Member and retiring Treasurer) with 

an Appreciation Certificate for his 43 years as a Member and 26 years as the 

Treasurer of the Conference. Michael has done a terrific job in this role over 

the years. 

  

The Society is very appreciative of your service. Thank you.  
 

Photo L to R: Michael White & Peter Duffy 

 

 

 

 



 

 

St Brigid’s Conference Secretary Mike Alborough is also on the long road to recovery from his recent illness. All 

members are looking forward to Mike’s return next year.  

 

All Conferences within the Castlereagh Region have done a fantastic job this year in surviving all the Covid 19 

lockdowns and all that went with it.  

 

Helen and I wish to thank all the members for their continued support of the Society and all the clients they serve.  

 

God Bless to all          

Helen & Ian  
 

 

Cudgegong Region - Past President Carol Jones & new acting President Brian McCarney 

 
Hello to all Conference Members & Volunteers, near and far from the Cudgegong Region.  

 

Once again 2021 has been a year of upheavals and trying times. In the true Australian spirit and that of Vincentians 

we have survived, praise God, with no cases of Covid here with our members & volunteers, family or friends. 

Our Conferences were still able to assist with Care and Support via phone calls and home deliveries.  

 

On a lighter note our region was once again blessed with the wonderful donation 

of food from St Matthews School. The students along with their families and staff 

donated around 1800 cans this year. Well done!! We are always immensely 

thankful for this wonderful contribution. These food items were shared amongst 

the Cudgegong region. 

 

Our region survived the terrible mouse plague thank goodness. We mostly helped 

Coolah with many mattresses and other items as they were one of the worst towns 

affected. A big shout out and a huge thank you to so many friends that donated 

blankets, mattresses and clothing from as far away as Sydney and Newcastle areas. 

We were once again blessed by many. 

 

A big THANK YOU goes out to Peter and Judy Manning (Sacred Heart Conference Coolah), for your tireless 

commitment to “Care and Support” within our region. You both personify the meaning of being a Vincentian. 

Travelling many kilometres to reach clients in need, not once complaining, just reaching out with a helping hand on 

behalf of the Society. God Bless you.  

 

Congratulations must also go to David Powter, Karen Heidke, the Retail team, plus all the many awesome 

volunteers who have worked pretty much morning, noon and night to set up the Vinnies shop in Coolah for its re-

opening in October. It was very exciting for many reasons, but especially for the interaction of the people just 

dropping in for a chat. This is so very important in isolated rural communities. 

 

Another huge THANK YOU must go to Lorraine Grech in Gulgong for her unwavering work ethic. Lorraine has 

been in charge of our Gulgong Shop and St John the Baptist Conference for a number of years and over recent 

months was working remotely with our St Michael’s Conference in Dunedoo, along with another member. A job 

well done dear lady!! After some consideration, Lorraine has decided to retire from her role as the Shop Leader and 

also her role with Dunedoo, and just concentrate on being the Conference President in Gulgong. Lorraine is an 

absolute asset to the Society.  

 

Thank you also to our Gulgong volunteers in Retail for your commitment and loyalty to the Society and to Carol 

Morrissey and all her wonderful Members and Volunteers in Kandos. These two towns are also isolated rural areas 

that needs the “Footprint” of Vinnies for friendship and communication.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

It certainly feels great to have the stores open again and Conferences up and running under new guidelines. It feels 

great to see life around the districts coming back to some normality which I am sure is making us all feel good again. 

 

Once again we are heading into our Christmas period. Shops will be busy with customers and Conferences with 

clients.  The organising for our annual Christmas gathering has commenced plus the same for hamper making etc.  

The annual Toyrun in our area, God bless them, are still managing to get out and about during the month of 

November. The volunteers are raising much needed funds, toys and money to purchase grocery cards for the Society 

in Mudgee. Barnardos is also assisting once again this year, they never stop giving.  

 

We are very thankful as it certainly contributes to our clients and saves the Society thousands. Because of the 

generosity of the Toyrun, Barnardos and that of the community, we are able to assist around 160 families each 

Christmas. This includes people that may have mental health issues or a disability, aged/frail, families, singles and 

also the homeless. We are forever grateful. 

 

My time as the Cudgegong Regional President has come to a close, I have enjoyed every moment. I will be staying on 

as a Member of St Mary’s Mudgee, as the Society is close to my heart. Brian McCarney is now acting Regional 

President for our region. Thank you Brian for filling this position tentatively. 

 

Brian and I would like to wish all the Evans Regional members, volunteers and their families a blessed and joyous 

Christmas and stay safe during this period. Thank you for your dedication and support of the Society and your 

community. I am so appreciative for all that you do.  

 

We also wish all the Staff across the North West region a blessed Christmas. It has certainly been a hard year and 

we hope that 2022 will be a better year for all. 

 

Please take some time to recharge over the festive season, looking forward to seeing you in the New Year. 

 

God Bless once again 

Carol & Brian 

 

Evans Region - President Marina Gray 

 
Well Hello Everyone!  

 

The year I feel went very slowly and then wham bam Christmas is on us.  

 

Around the traps in Evans Region, all our members are doing such a terrific 

job, and my hat goes off to them. Most Conferences have been a little slower 

this year, although momentum is growing. It has been sad for some 

Conferences’ unable to do their usual Christmas gatherings, at schools, aged 

homes, social groups etc. This was due to COVID restrictions, let’s see next 

year bigger and better.  

 

Bathurst Conferences’ have been out flying the flag with Bathurst Race Fair day, and this weekend Bunnings 

Barbecue. I love how the Evans Region works together as we have a member from Wallerawang coming to help.  

 

Christmas is once again upon us, I wish everyone a merry Christmas and a great New Year. I know I will from 

Boxing Day have my feet up and having a rest. 

 

Please everyone enjoy the festive season and from me.  

                                                                                                                                      

God Bless 

Marina 

 

 



 

 

Orange Region - President Chris Worley 

I must start with a big thank you to Jill Messenger who has been a wonderful Regional President and who has set 
the best of examples by being a kind and generous support to our region. Jill guided us through some very tough 
times and I am sure all members will join me in saying a big Thank You to her and for her service.  
 
The region has continued to provide Care and Support during some difficult times and all members have done a 
wonderful job. This new world has been an interesting journey. Who would have thought little old us would be 
having meetings on Microsoft Teams and working from home and being dragged into the world of technology. 
 
The Bathurst Central Council office moved from Leewood Drive to 88 Bathurst Rd and is now co-locating with our 
Orange Conference of St Mary and St Joseph. The staff have been very kind and patient, making it an easy transition, 
and so far things are going well. 
 
A lot of hard work has gone into getting the Vinnies Food Van back up and running after such a long break. I would 
like to thank all the volunteers for stepping up and back into this service. The van provides a valuable connection to 
the community and it is loved by many.  
 
A big thank you to Denise Martin and Gail Gilbert, as none of this would have happened without their hard work. 
 
Once again we come to the busiest time of the year, fortunately we have received some wonderful support from 
parts of the community. On the 8th December 2021 Mini Vinnies students from Catherine McCauley Catholic 
Primary School in Orange, handed over a mountain of food which was generously donated by the students and their 
families for the Vinnies Christmas Hamper Appeal. Tony Davidson (President Orange St Mary and St Joseph 
Conference) thanked the Mini Vinnies students for their generous donation. Kate Wright (Mini Vinnies 
Coordinator) explained that Mini Vinnies keeps on growing at the school and also thanked the students for their 
commitment and passion for the projects that Mini Vinnies supports. The donation of food for the Christmas 
Hampers will go a long way to making Christmas a little brighter for some disadvantaged community members in 
Orange.  
 
Photo right: Kate Wright, Brooke Church, Tony Davidson & Bill Kelly (St 
Mary & St Joseph Conference member) 
 

As this year comes to an end, I hope to spend more time in 
person with the Orange Regional members in 2022.  
 
Thank you for all your hard work and service to the society this 
year.  
 
Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas break and the chance to 
spend time with family and friends.   
 

Merry Christmas to all - Chris 

North West Region Youth News - Coordinator Cassie Croft 

 

Year 5 and 6 members of Mini Vinnies at Catherine McCauley, Orange 

have been thinking about ways they can reach out to those in need 

during this challenging time. They decided to write letters and cards 

to the elderly residents of St Francis Aged Care Facility who have 

been particularly impacted by loneliness and isolation by the 

pandemic. Mrs Kate Wright (Mini Vinnies Co-ordinator Catherine 

McCauley) delivered their kind and thoughtful sentiments to the 

nursing home and the carers expressed so much gratitude. Well done 

Mini Vinnies - a kind word or gesture can go a long way. Schools are 

so creative with ways they are staying engaged with Vinnies and the 

community. Several schools across our region held winter sleepouts at 

home. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

This year, these sleepouts looked a little different as students couldn’t gather, however in many cases schools still 

participated and even involved students’ families at home.  

 

Students and families chose to sleep out either on the couch, on the floor in a sleeping bag or in a tent. What a great 

way to involve the whole family- a backyard camping trip with purpose. A special shout out in particular to  

St Mary’s Orange, St Joseph’s Blayney and St Philomena’s Bathurst who held very successful events, showing their 

dedication especially in the harsh cold of winter!  

 

Christmas Appeal 
The youth Christmas Appeal theme this year is “Christmas The Vinnies 

Way”. While schools are still in the middle of their Christmas Appeals, 

it is great to hear about all the ways they are engaging. One way for 

schools to be involved this year is to enter our “Vinnies Christmas Card 

Competition”. A winner will be decided by the end of the year, with the 

winner’s card design going on to be produced for Christmas 2022.  

 

A special shout out to our wonderful teacher Mary Davison from St 

Philomena’s Moree, together with her (not so) Mini Vinnies they 

contributed to the Christmas Appeal Video produced for schools this 

year. The students, and Mary herself discussed how difficult this year 

has been but also all the positives they have experienced as well.  

Mary and her team have been able to still carry on with many of their 

Mini Vinnies ventures such as; green team, knitting blankets for their 

conference to give out and milo mornings raising funds.  

Check out the link to watch the video! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t1VPLrXNTt8 

 

Merry Christmas Everyone 

Kind regards - Cassie  

 

Volunteer Engagement Officer (North West) - Jenny Mathieson 
 

After a very unusual year we are almost at the finish line of 2021, may we be blessed with a more ‘normal’ year in 

2022, whatever ‘normal’ means now? 

 

I want to thank you all for diligence with completing the Police Checks and Working with Children Check 

Renewals. Reports are compiled bi-monthly and sent out to Conferences and Shops by either myself, Gail Gilbert or 

Matthew Knight. Expiry dates are included which makes it easy for you to check when your renewal may be due. 

Please be aware that SVDP/ Vinnies is not notified about your Working With Children Renewal, you will need to 

notify your Conference President, Shop Leader or Manager with your WWC number and new expiry date; this will 

then be passed onto to myself, Gail or Matthew.  

 

If you have changed your address, have a new phone number or email address please also notify us so we can update 

our database. It always gives me joy speaking with you personally, or your referees on the phone; your work makes 

such a difference in people’s lives. So many people outside of our organisation understand and appreciate the great 

work that we do. 

 

Wishing you a very happy, healthy and safe Christmas and New Year filled with many blessings. 

 

Warm regards - Jenny 

  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t1VPLrXNTt8


 

 

David Powter - Regional Retail Manager (North West) 

Merry Christmas! The last few months have flown by with so much 

happening. Dubbo and Coolah have opened with Dubbo achieving $96,127 in 

its first 5 weeks. While Coolah sales are no match for Dubbo the site itself is 

averaging 75% up on previous sales before they closed!! Both these results are 

a testament to the volunteers and staff who have worked so hard with those 

sites, well done all!  

 

The New register system (QDOS) is almost completed with Walgett the only 

site still to convert. This new system is very easy to use and volunteers have 

adapted easily from the old connect system.  

Area Managers are busy getting sites ready for Christmas and Christmas 

parties! A great photo from our Tamworth store.  

 

New staff have entered the business with Joanne Denman replacing Shane Clarke as 

store Manager in Dubbo. Shane purchased his own café “Clarkeys” in Talbragar 

Street Dubbo, so please help this new business by purchasing a burger when next 

there. Joanne will also be joined by Lisa Ashford next week, who starts a new 

position as Sorting Supervisor. It is hoped this position takes the stress away from 

volunteers with Dubbo now being such a large volume site. As part of new 

initiatives we are looking to relocate South Tamworth to a larger premises as well 

and as such will be interviewing for a Store Manager this week to learn the ropes 

before we find something. This new store will provide an important Hub facility for 

surrounding small stores. 

 

In the New Year Area Managers will be looking into pricing value, ticketing and store signage with our new ways of 

working. We will also be looking and planning for sites that may need investment, refurbishment or relocation.  

 

On a pink note our Oberon Shop pinked up for Breast Cancer in October. Volunteer Pat McMahon (pictured left) 

was dressed in her pink top and ready for the opening of the shop.  

 

Well done to all our volunteers in Oberon.  

 

Merry Christmas to All 

Regards - David 

 

Regional Distribution Manager - Melissa Stewart (Orange) 
 

Well, what a year we have had for 2021 and I thought 2020 was a tough year. At the Warehouse we have been busy 

as usual even through lockdowns we were still operating and processing donations, etc. Our Warehouse is now 

home to over 900 boxes of stock ranging from both winter and summer and we are still going strong. As you are all 

possibly aware we have seen a drop in the quality of donations over the last couple of years with fast, cheap fashion 

leading the cause and we can see that knock on effect to our supply. I have organised a couple of truckloads of stock 

to come out of Sydney over the last year, and with that it brought a greater volume of quality that we don’t seem to 

get as much regionally. As for now, we are planning for the busy season with Christmas and School holidays and 

getting everything ready to work through the break. Anyway, let’s all pray for 2022 to be a new path forward and we 

can all look to a great year ahead. 

 

From everyone at the Orange DC we wish you all a merry Christmas and a happy New Year. Have a wonderful time 

with family and friends and enjoy the season.  We could all use some Joy, Laughter and Merriment. 

 

Kind regards - Mel 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Council Offices  

Christmas Closing and Re-opening dates for 2022 

 

Armidale 

Closing - Friday, 24th December 2021 

Re-opening - Tuesday, 4th January 2022 

 

Bathurst 

Closing - Friday, 24th December 2021 

Re-opening - Tuesday, 4th January 2022 

 

 
 

 

 

The Office staff of the North West Region 

would like to once again wish all our wonderful and hardworking 

Members and Volunteers 
a very happy and joyous Christmas with your family and friends 

 and a very happy, healthy and safe New Year 2022  

May God Bless you all this coming year as  

you continue to do his work as Vincentians. 
 

 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

  


