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Newsletter Newsletter 

MAR-APRIL 2021 February, 2022 –Summer Edition 

MESSAGE FROM SYDNEY ARCHDIOCESE 

CENTRAL COUNCIL PRESIDENT - TONY 

CRANNEY  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
My wife will tell you I am never short on something to say, but 
when it comes to writing something for this newsletter I need to 
stop and think- here we go.... 
 
Pandemics, natural disasters, illness, death, restuctures and 
politics seem to be the new norm at the moment and have a huge 
impact on us, our family and friends and of course, even the 
stranger to us. But since Christ told us to love our neighbour as we 
love Him, we are continually affected by the suffering around us 
and that means anywhere in the world including Tonga as this 
newsletter is being prepared. 
 
So even with the politics or human frailty, our personality clashes 
or disagreements, our faults or failures...... like the good Lord, our 
mission is perfect. 
 
I look at our mission like a combination of Easter and Christmas 
rolled into one and lasting all year round. As I have said on many 
occasions, our St Vincent de Paul vocation gives us the opportunity 
to deepen our spiritually, to live out our Christian faith in a real 
and practical way, to honour the Lord and to offer up all our time 
and efforts as we attempt to Love and serve the Lord while 

bringing relief and hopefully joy 
and comfort to those who are 
suffering. 
 
While it's important we assist our 
dear companions keep food on the 
table, the lights on and a roof over 
their head. it's just as important for 
us to be a conduit so that the face 
of Christ may be present to those 
we seek to serve.  
 
In so doing, they are reminded that 
they are not alone or forgotten on 
the rough road they sometimes find themselves and that the love 
of Christ is present in the relationship we endeavour to build with 
them. 
 
I, we, us are not perfect (actually far from it), but Christ is and he 
has given us an opportunity to share his love. Let's not waste it. 
 
Thanks to EVERYONE for their ongoing commitment and prayers in 
our mission together. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
God bless,  
Tony  

MESSAGE FROM METRO REGION DIRECTOR - KATE LEE 

It was my great pleasure to join the St Vincent de Paul Society a month ago as the new Regional Director 
for Sydney Metro. In that short time, I’ve had the opportunity to meet several members already. I’ve 
been privileged to witness their incredible work and commitment as they support and serve their own 
communities with such compassion and respect.  

The past two years of upheaval has been challenging for many communities- but this also means there 
has never been a more important time for social justice mission of the Society.  

Prior to St Vincent de Paul, I worked extensively in membership-based organisations, having started my 
career representing nurses and helping to grow the membership of unions. Since then, I’ve held a num-
ber of senior roles in the public service, most recently as the Executive Manager of Engagement at the 
Workplace Gender Equality Agency.  

I am so grateful for the warm welcome I’ve received from members, volunteers and staff as I join you in the St Vincent de Paul mission.  

As our COVID restrictions start to ease, I look forward to getting out to meet more of you soon, hear how I can support the incredible 
work of members and expand that mission and vision even further.   

Kate  
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Sutherland Regional Council celebrates 100 Years! 

On Saturday evening, 19 February, St Vincent de Paul Society Sutherland Region opened 

their year of centenary celebratory events with a Mass at St Aloysius Church at Cronulla.   

The Cronulla Conference was formed  on 19 February 1922 with visitations to those in need 

carried out on horseback.   

 

Pat Cudmore, Sutherland Regional President, and Conference Members organised a 

beautiful Mass, celebrated by Bishop Richard Umbers, Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of 

Sydney, and Father James McCarthy, Parish Priest of St Aloysius Parish.   

We were joined by Sutherland Mayor, Carmelo Pesce, Deputy Mayor, Carol Provan and 

State MP for Cronulla/ NSW Attorney General, Mark Speakman.  As well as Tony Cranney, 

Sydney Central Council President, over 35 Conference Members joined with St Vincent de 

Paul Society staff and the community to celebrate the centenary Mass and supper. 

In his Homily, Bishop Richard talked about the St Vincent de Paul Society origins and the 

works of the Members, and how Members demonstrate their faith through their works:  

“The first Members of the Conference ……  set up the beginnings of this Church.  They formed the very backbone of its lay leadership…..”   

The Bishop also commented that “No work of charity is foreign, no person served is alien to The Society.”  In referring to the work of 

Conference Members, the Bishop stated that “Through these works, we show our Faith.” 

Pat Cudmore, then talked about the Society. “As we go about our daily lives, we don’t often hear the sad stories of need in our local 

media, however as Vincentians…. we prayerfully give assistance when needed.  We are the hands of Jesus of Nazareth. “ 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carmelo Pesce & Carol Provan with Bishop, Father, Liturgical assistants               Mark Speakman and Pat with Bishop 

 

Celebrations after the Mass, at the St Aloysius Primary School, were a 
great opportunity for Members and the community to connect, relax 
and share in the Vincentian spirit which has supported the local 
community for 100 years. 

Today there are 10 Conferences comprising 115 Members. There is a 

Regional Council Support Centre, welfare, respite and disability 

services, 5 shops, Amelie Housing, a women’s refuge, schools with 

Vinnies’ groups and Conference support activity, and of course the 

support of many Parishes and parishioners.                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                      Vinnies Members start the supper celebrations! 
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Michael Whittemore Celebrates 50(+) Years! 

We held a Christmas Soiree at the Pyrmont Point Pub on Sunday, 28 Nov. Our 
Parish Priest Fr Dom joined us. 

Michael is husband, father and life-long St George supporter. As a self-
employed lawyer he has done work for asylum seekers. He lives in the St 
George area and travels to Glebe for visitation and meetings. 

Michael came to St Bede’s in 1967 when the Parish comprised Pyrmont and a 

sepatare church at Ultimo where there was a separate school run by the St 

Joseph nuns. He was working in the city at that time and walked across the old 

Pyrmont Bridge for meetings and visits. He was recruited to the Society by Tony 

Restuccia because inner city Conferences were short of Members. He has 

continued to serve since and through several Parish Priests and the merger of 

the Ultimo, Pyrmont, Glebe Parishes. The area was very poor and would’ve 

been classified as a ‘slum’. As such, there’s never been a shortage of needy 

clients.  

They had Conference meetings every week at St Bede’s attended by a Parish 

priest, either Fr Doyle or Fr Hickman who also had the responsibility of 

supporting visiting sailors theough the Seafarers Club. 

A newer Member reflected on who Michael is and has been over the years as his Members have come and gone, always supporting to 

each, yet one focus: the people the Conference serves. This has sustained his dedication and 

service amidst much social change and changes across the Society: 

• Michael is gentle and respectful 

• He has been involved with the Glebe Conference for over 50 years  

• He comes a long way meet the Conference to plan how to best serve those we assist 

• He has a family widespread who he seaks of with pride 

• He has a loyal group of Members and encourages all to bring who we are to the work we do 

• We run a very manual system, but upon investigation of operations of other Conferences,  
whilst ”quirky”, the Glebe Conference is incredibly effective in visiting clients on Wednesday 
nights and Saturdays (through a relationship with Catholic Church parishioners at Pymble). 

• Michael’s team just shows up and gets the job done 

• We have provided hundreds and hundreds of Christmas Hampers  clients over the years 

• He communicates information from the “powers that be” so we’re always up to date 

• He ensures that we are adequately staffed with volunteers, 
engages other volunteers to manage weekly rosters 

• Michael is reliable and consistent 

• He has endured 

We love and appreciate Michael.  

He is a gift from God and he should have a “transit lane” entry into 
heaven. 

Michael (centre) with Glebe Members, Deb Mansour and 

Eric Hensley 

CONFERENCE AND REGIONAL COUNCIL NEWS 
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CONFERENCE AND REGIONAL COUNCIL NEWS 

Cheers from Gladesville! Gladesville Conference was able to organize a Covid safe fundraiser at the local Shopping Village 

second year in a row. We sold raffle tickets and Vinnies Christmas cards, as they were the two most favorite items from the previous 

year. It was such great fun being amongst the community seeing many familiar faces and so many eager 

to help St Vincent de Paul by donating to help our local clients.  

Cheers from us to you for this coming New Year 2022. Here’s to a 

bright New Year and a fond farewell to the old; here’s to the things that 

are yet to come, and to the memories that we hold. All members at 

Gladesville are keen to start another year giving a ‘hand up’.               

                                        President, Anna Alessi with Treasurer, Geraldine Rastall

     

St George Regional Council 

In November 2021 the Department of Communities & Justice Child Protection 
contacted the Hurstville Vinnies Support Centre asking if we were in position 
to be able to assist with Christmas gifts for children in their Out of Home Care 
program.  

Out of Home Care (OOHC) is the provision of temporary, medium or long-term 
care by the state for children who have been found to be at risk of harm; 
where there is a substantial child protection finding; where parents or primary 
carers are incapable of providing adequate care; or where family conflict 
means that alternative accommodation is necessary.   

The St George Child Protection Unit has 68 children in Out of Home Care aged 
between 10 months and 17 years of age. As a Region we decided to assist this worthwhile cause. We had some gifts on hand and 
purchased the balance.  The Hurstville Community Support Centre volunteers lovingly wrapped and tagged the gifts which were 
delivered to DCJ by myself and another office volunteer.    

DCJ Child Protection held a Christmas party for the 68 children in Out of Home Care where each child received a gift from Santa. I 
received a phone call from Bianca from the DCJ Child Protection team to thank Vinnies for our support.  DCJ reported all the children 
were very excited to receive a gift. 

 

Macquarie Regional Council 

West Ryde Vinnies Support Centre has geared up for 2022 with all food stocks replenished and food hampers ready to go.  We also 
made a large toiletry purchase and now include these items in our stock range.  A little while back we added blankets, doonas, sheet 
sets, pillows, etc, to our stock range and this has gone well.  Given many of our clients were isolating at home, this become even more 
important. 

Our Regional President, John Lumley, working with the very able assistance of Gina Foong (State 
Office), sourced a $10,000 grant.  This will be used to purchase electrical goods such as toasters, 
kettles, microwave ovens, fans, heaters and vacuum cleaners.  Big W at Top Ryde is granting us a 
discounted price for these goods.  They will be particularly useful for cases where the homeless 
move into accommodation or domestic violence situations. 

With the hard work of Billie (Meadowbank Conference) and a few other volunteers (Tania, John, 
Louis, John) enough space has been cleared to accommodate all these goods.  This has been a lot 
of work, but very well worth it. 

All our Conferences are going well and are very actively undertaking their case work.  Our 
Conference membership numbers remain strong. 
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CONFERENCE AND REGIONAL COUNCIL NEWS 

Liberty Plains Regional Council News 

St.Vincent’s Aged Care celebrated on New Year’s Eve with our Vinnies Group.  

Gathering for the photo are Members and friends of the Society: Ness Lebanon, Hank 

Facer, Zjkelol Markovic (Seminarian),Father Gustavo Farfan Parish Priest), Arthur 

Doumit (Regional Council President), Paul Cunningham. 

 

                                                                       
                                                                       
 
Community Outreach Day 
On 13 December, 2021, Auburn Vinnies Support Centre                     
conducted a Community Outreach Day. The process of preparing for the open day was a joyful 
opportunity to reconnect with the local community after we had to work from home to adhere to 
the Stay at Home Orders and to help stop the rapid spread of the Delta Variant. 

 
A Christmas Toy stall was set up which delighted children and parents and 
brought joy to the Members. 
 
We would like to express our gratitude to the Vinnies Staff, 
Members, volunteers and Parish Priest for their support and 
hard work that led to the successful day. On the day 115 
parcels were provided to People We Assist including halal, 
vegetarian and normal parcels, toiletry packs, children’s books 
and toys and much more. It felt like Christmas in October. 

 

>>>Front: Bhavika Pate, Team Leader Metro Vinnies Support Centres; Maria 
Stornelli, Harris Park Support Centre Coordinator; Maggie Moa, Burwood Sup-

port Centre Coordinator; Back: Lavinia Abraham, Volunteer, Auburn Support 
Centre; Elia SavleKaleka, Auburn Conference Member   >>> 

Donations to Lebanon 

The process from collection to delivery was large. The first con-
signment was 22 boxes, the second, 40 boxes and the third con-
taining toys which all arrived to Beirut into the hands of our 
Vincentian friends and the people and agencies they support. 

This large project could not have happened without the gener-
osity of St Vincent de Paul Society, our Conference Mem-
bers and friends of The Society. Arthur Doumit (Regional 
Council President) said he takes takes privilege in naming some, with-
out ignoring  or offending others: current and ex Regional Presidents, 
Geoff O’Loughlin, Sue Vit, Pat Cudmore, Maureen Robinson, Tony 
Cranney, for just being available to do anything to assist. 

Importantly, other people had the opportunity to volunteer their 
time. One especially, was Honriette and The Members of The Old 

Skool Muscle and Car Club, that collected $550.00, donated a multitude  of items  and adopted the Saint 
Vincent de Paul Society as their preferred charity.  

St John of God Auburn Parish, raised over $1000.00 to assist with cost of freight. Then there were Louie 
and Natalie {nee Doumit} Saad, for taking on the task of pickups, sorting and delivery to the dispatch 
depot.  

Colleen Kennedy, Volunteer, 
Auburn Support Centre; 
Therese Doumit, Volunteer  
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CONFERENCE AND REGIONAL COUNCIL NEWS 

Hamming it Up in Miranda  

Kone Australia provides elevators and automatic 
doors.  As part of their charity drive at Christmas, working 
teams donate time, money or goods to charities.  My son, 
Ben, who works for Kone, approached us to organise the 
acquisition and distribution of hams, to the value of $500, 
to needy families in our Conference. He and colleagues 
are pictured with me. The hams were purchased and 
distributed to families in the Caringbah, Miranda and 
Gymea areas in the days before Christmas.   

Margaret Fowler, Miranda Conference President 

Northern Suburbs Regional Council 

Crows Nest Vinnies Support Centre volunteers were delighted to receive 
this letter from one of the people we assist. 

Volunteers have worked together to support a gentleman through 
hardship with referrals to support programs, advocacy, resume writing, 
goal setting, budgeting, financial and material assistance, and even 
worked at creating a “vision board” of his future hopes and dreams. 

I’m incredibly proud to support our volunteer team at Crows Nest, 
especially when I receive feedback 
like this. It demonstrates the 
importance of volunteer work and 
highlights the impact volunteers 
have on our community.  

Well done! 

Lauren Leahy (Support Centre 
Coordinator) 

 

SUTHERLAND VINNIES SUPPORT CENTRE 

Last November, Sutherland Vinnies Support Centre successfully applied for the Sutherland Shire Council COVID-19 Community Services 

Response Grant to the tune of $8,000. This is being used to support the people they assist with essential food and care packages. 

This will go a long way to support many in the Sutherland Regional Council who are doing it tough, particularly during this time.  

We are beyond grateful to have received this grant from Sutherland Shire Council and look forward to our continued collaboration with 
them  

Recognition of Service 

The St Vincent de Paul Society NSW acknowledges the great contribution that Members and 

volunteers make to the work of the organisation and the people it serves. 

It has a Member and Volunteer Recognition of Service (badges and certificates) procedure to 

recognise Members and volunteers who have provided 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, 55, 

60 or 65 years of service to the Society.   

Central Council, Regional Council and Conference Presidents, supported by  Support Centre or 

Membership staff, may also hold local events such as morning teas; arrange for special men-

tions at Mass; or organise a card and gift for Members who reach significant milestones in 

their service.  

Information has been sent out and we can provide people’s years of service. Contact Paul for 

Member-related enquiries: Paul.Longobardi@vinnies.org.au 
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With the official opening and blessing delayed due to Covid,  a 32-unit social and affordable housing site opened in Burraneer, made 
possible by the Government's Social and Affordable Housing Fund and hard work from the team at Amelie Housing and St Vincent de 
Paul Housing. This site provides social and subsidised housing to vulnerable community members over the age of 55. A close-knit 
community continues to form since tenants first moved into their new homes.    

                                                                                                                                                                Bishop Terry with Sutherland Shire Members  

The Point of Difference (POD) program is a membership initiative to provide social 
connection with residents of Amelie 
Housing. 

Our Social and Affordable Housing Fund 

promise requires we fully utilise Amelie 

Housing staff, Vinnies’ Support Services 

including Tailored Support and local 

Conference Members to enhance the 

tenants’ lived experience.  

 

Experience has shown that safe and 

engaged neighbourhoods require broad 

community involvement and our Conferences can 

spearhead locally relevant engagement activities.  

This collaboration is the ‘Point of Difference’ that this 

wider network can offer. POD Coordinators, Katheen Thickitt, Peter Bonwick and Anne Standford 

(pictured), invite local Members to be part of the POD Project. Amélie Housing is conducting 

discussions with local conferences to explore this unique collaboration.  

                                                                                                                                              Welcome to Country  

St Vincent de Paul Housing -Burraneer opening and blessing  

 

 

From Tanya Vella, Metro North Retail: 

With contributions from all central stores we have a fantastic window with 
Indigenous inspired items currently on display in Newtown Shop.  

Simon Carrol. Store Manager, recently made some much needed aesthetic changes 
to the store that have seen an increase in sales over the past two weeks and with 
this beautifully curated window, no surprise. 

All items on display are for sale and the photos is only a small amount of what is on 
offer. 

 

 

Thank you to Simon and the team at the Newtown   
Shop for this inspiring installation. 

 

SHOP NEWS 
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Reflection of Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv at Vinnies Online Forum for World Day of the Poor, 17 Nov 2021    

Pope Francis’ vision of the Poor Church 

Thank you for the invitation to speak at this forum. You Vinnies are the living embodiment of the Church of the 

poor that Pope Francis envisions. In fact, ever since his surprise election eight years ago, he has been leading us 

towards the periphery. We have a sense that the Pope is unambiguous about the direction the Church should take.  

He is decisive in implementing the ecclesial vision of the Second Vatican Council. I’d like to describe this in terms of 

a movement from clericalism to service, from self-reference to openness, from splendour to simplicity, from trium-

phalism to humility, from a siege mentality to engagement, from safeguarding our privileges to learning to be vul-

nerable in order to convey God’s compassion to those who are on the edges of society and the Church. 

It is those precarious liminal spaces where the true cost of our discipleship is counted, because we dare to walk 

with the Samaritans of our time, just like Jesus did before us. The crisis of diminishment that we face (numbers, influence, wealth, most of all, 

credibility) allows us an opportunity to divest ourselves of all the unnecessary trappings, to focus on what is our core mission, to act more 

prophetically and to live more fully, more creatively, more boldly, more at the periphery. 

The World Day of the Poor that the Pope himself initiated four years ago has been part of his strategy to realise this vision. It is a day when 

the whole Church is reminded in a visible way of our commitment to be with the poor and make them the centre of our pastoral endeavour. 

Pope Francis went to Assisi, the city of his namesake, to celebrate this occasion with 5,000 people including the local homeless and Afghan 

refugees. The theme for this year’s World Day of the Poor is “for the poor you have always with you” from the words of Jesus at the Anointing 

in Bethany just before his Passion. Sometimes this sentence is taken to mean that the poor will be around in every time and every place, and 

therefore we should not worry too much about eradicating poverty or alleviating the poor. 

Nothing can be further from the truth. The Pope says that Jesus was actually reminding the disciples that he is the first of the poor, the poor-

est of the poor, because he represents all of them. It was also for the sake of the poor, the lonely, the marginalised and the victims of discrim-

ination, that Jesus accepted the woman’s gesture. Therefore, far from dispensing his disciples from their duty of care to the poor, he identi-

fied himself with them in every place and every generation. It is in serving them and their cause that we become his true disciples. 

“The poor you have always with you”, should not make us indifferent, but summons us instead to a mutual sharing of life. The poor are not 

people “outside” our communities, but brothers and sisters whose sufferings we should share, in an effort to alleviate their difficulties and 

marginalisation, restore their lost dignity and ensure their necessary social inclusion. 

More than just charity 

He goes on to say that the encounter with the poor is more than just charity, or acts of benevolence, important as they are. Our encounter 

with the poor should be a genuine sharing, an establishment of community, a desire to get to know those who may have been invisible to us. 

Aware of the many unjust situations around the world, the Pope calls the Church to be a place of respite, healing and hope. It is our calling to 

be a counter-witness to self-centred and fear-induced behaviour. He writes: “The silent cry of so many poor men, women and children should 

find the people of God at the forefront, always and everywhere, in efforts to give them a voice, to protect and support them in the face of 

hypocrisy and so many unfulfilled promises, and to invite them to share in the life of the community”. 

Thus, sharing God’s blessings for us with the poor is at the heart of Catholic identity. St Francis of Assisi used to say that the poor are not 

simply entitled to our surplus. Rather as children of the same Creator God, they are entitled to the goods which are entrusted to us as a 

matter of their equal birthright. Hence, true love of the poor is not simply a matter of acting with mercy and compassion to those in need with 

our wealth, power and privilege intact. Rather, it is rooted in our radical equality, common humanity and shared inheritance. It finds expres-

sion in solidarity, communion and justice. 

In our society, we also have people who experience the poverty of isolation and loneliness, homelessness, modern-day slavery, trafficking, 

relational poverty, the experience of being abused or the victim of violence. These circumstances are often drivers of material poverty, or the 

result of material poverty. The Gospel calls us to a conversion of heart and this conversion is primarily a conversion to a new consciousness 

and way of living. It moves us from a place of self-concern and apathy to connection, shared humanity and solidarity with all. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                SPIRITUALITY 
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Modelling on the early Church 

COVID has taught us “no one is saved alone”, the Pope writes elsewhere. That knowledge demands a new politics of inclusion and commun-

ion. It equips us to avoid both excessive individualism and the aggressive populism that thrives on identifying enemies at home and abroad. 

“Fraternity,” the Pope insists, “is the new frontier”, capable of knitting together the competing demands of liberty and equality. The fraterni-

ty that we are called to live and to signal to the world of the new social ordering is not merely a rejection of individualism. It is about a way of 

life that is based on reciprocal and interconnected relationships. It is inherent in the indigenous wisdom which acknowledges the radical 

independence and reciprocity within diverse webs of life. Thus fraternity is a mindset and practice of community and a circular, harmonious 

relationship with all life and nature. It contrasts with the Western paradigm of domination of top-down linear thinking, separation of nature 

and humanity, competition, and divisions. 

Our society has been shaken by a global pandemic. The poverty which existed in our communities has been exposed and the hardest hit are 

those who were in poverty before the pandemic. Other types of poverty are on the increase, such as mental ill-health, domestic violence, 

food poverty. 

From its entry onto the world stage in Jerusalem 2,000 years ago, the Christian community was known for its service to the poor. In fact, the 

early Christians saw themselves as being fundamentally rooted in Christ and the Gospel ethos in regard to how they lived, how they related 

to each other and shared resources and how their way of life displayed the characteristics of an alternative society. 

Central to these characteristics are concern and care for the weak, the lowly and the vulnerable. We are told that this early Church was poor, 

few in numbers, marginalised by the dominant society and persecuted by the authorities. Yet it was a powerhouse of prayer, love and soli-

darity. They showed to the world that it was possible to imagine a world outside the totalising and destructive power of the empire, and 

instead to live with an alternative system of fraternal concern, compassion and communion. 

Today, we are challenged to reclaim the vision of a poor servant Church that shone like a light in the darkness of the world. We must model 

on the Church that shone forth its best rays of hope when it was poor, persecuted and powerless. 

Re-imagining Vincentian charism 

St Vincent de Paul indeed is essentially a lay-inspired and lay-led Catholic organisation. Blessed Frederick Ozanam was prophetic in so many 

ways and his vision of the church making a difference to the world by active engagement on the part of committed men and women disciples 

was one of them. Without naming the church as the People of God, Frederick championed the fundamental notion of the baptismal identity 

and mission of all Christians. St Vincent de Paul was conceived not simply as an accessory of the institutional church. Rather, it was an ex-

pression of the witness of solidarity on the part of the baptised. Its works of charity were motivated by God’s love and mercy for all. 

I happen to think that many lay groups like St Vincent de Paul are carrying the baton that has been passed to them by their spiritual fore-

bears. Against the tendency to domesticate the radical Gospel spirit on the part of the mainstream, these women and men disciples hold the 

rest to the dream. They keep the flame of the Gospel burning bright. In this sense, they are doing the greatest service to the Church by their 

radical witness at the margins. It is for the sake of the Church and for the sake of the Kingdom that they are called to raise their prophetic 

voice; they speak for the voiceless, amplify the voice of the poor and marginalised, and make them count. 

The ministry of Jesus, as portrayed in the Gospels, was not just a matter of doing good deeds. It was ever an expression of the divine pathos 

for marginalised and afflicted humankind. In their encounter with Jesus, people experienced not simply a humanitarian gesture but also a 

glimpse of God’s unconditional love. Pope Francis recently spoke about the temptation of the church to become a compassionate non-

governmental organisation. This happens when despite doing work in the name of the church or in the name of God, we fail to convey the 

love and presence of God. 

St Vincent de Paul is not a secular organisation. Even in the climate of mistrust, it must not divorce itself from its spiritual origin and heritage. 

Ultimately, it is concerned with the kingdom vision of Jesus.  

It seeks to develop a community of hospitality, fraternity and justice, which is an alternative model to the economy of extraction and preda-

tion. As members of St Vincent de Paul, we endeavour to follow the compassionate Jesus and be the sacrament of God’s compassion and 

care for the least and the last. The Church is first and foremost an oasis of hope and Good News. The church can only be the conduit of com-

passion and speak the language of hope to a broken humanity when it truly personifies powerlessness and stands where Christ once stood, 

that is, firmly on the side of the outcast and the most vulnerable. We must therefore learn to be a soothing presence, a warmth of God’s 

care and a gentle reach of God’s hand, affirming, healing and uplifting. 

 

Bishop Vincent continues... 

                                           SPIRITUALITY 
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Guided by the kingdom vision of Jesus and open to a world of 

change, the Church can live up to its prophetic call to be a beacon 

hope for humanity. We can be an alternative relational paradigm 

for those on the margins, where the poor and the forgotten can be 

brought into a new unity; a Church that advocates life at all costs 

and promotes peaceful life in a war-torn and violent world; a 

Church that models justice in an age of greed, consumerism, and 

power; a Church centred on the risen Christ, empowering a con-

sciousness of the whole. 

St Vincent de Paul is uniquely placed to facilitate the rebirth and 

transformation of the Church. Drawing on the example and legacy 

of Frederick, we too can shine the light of the Gospel to the social 

challenges in today’s world. We too can hold the church to account 

on the litmus test of its mission, which is the care of the least of our 

brothers and sisters. Then we can rise to being the church that 

Christ calls us to be, moving forward: an oasis for the weary and 

troubled, a field hospital for the wounded, a refuge for the op-

pressed and a voice for the voiceless. 

I’d like to conclude with the appeal of Pope Francis: “The poor are 

present in our midst. How evangelical it would be if we could say 

with all truth: we too are poor, because only in this way will we tru-

ly be able to recognise them, to make them part of our lives and an 

instrument of our salvation.” 

Most Rev Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFMConv                                                                                     

 

  Born to eternal life, 7 February, 1856 

     
       ****************************************. 

Northern Suburbs Festival Mass  

I would like to thank Anne O’Driscoll, the 
conferences of The Northern Suburbs Regional 
Council, Lauren Leahy and all who were responsible 
for organising such a beautiful Festival Mass on 3 
November at St Mary’s, North Sydney. 

The Mass was a very enjoyable occasion with 
Father Andy and Father Noel so supportive of our 
mission, Organist, Christine, helped make the Mass 
special. 

Supper gave a great opportunity to build and renew 
relationships and the men’s choir was amazing. 

Thanks again for reminding us how beautiful these 
occasions are. 

 

Tony Cranney  (Sydney Arch Central Council 

President) 

‘On Being the Church of the Poor’ - Conclusion 

Bishop Vincent continues... 

SPIRITUALITY 
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The Gate that leads to Life 
Reflection offered by Joy Bowen, Mission, Spirituality and Pastoral Care Partner  (Vinnies NSW) 

Fr Greg Boyle of Homeboys Industries, (if you have not seen his clips on the internet, you are in for a treat) reminds us: 

Jesus, in Matthew's Gospel, says, “How narrow is the gate that leads to life.”  

Mistakenly, I think, we’ve come to believe that this is about restriction. The way is narrow. But really it wants us to see that narrowness 

is the way... It’s about funnelling ourselves into a central place. Our choice is not to focus on the narrow, but to narrow our focus.  

The gate that leads to life is not about restriction at all. It is about an entry into the expansive. There is a vastness in knowing you’re a 

son/daughter worth having. We see our plenitude in God's own expansive view of us. 

To narrow our focus, I see that is what Vincentians are doing regularly. The work is focused on giving a hand up; providing for those in 

need; those marginalised and on the edges of society. 

It is with that focus that we become “experts” in understanding the people we serve, their needs, fears, and wounds. Their wounds can 

often cause them to behave in ways that are difficult to understand and deal with. 

In an online prayer session our team organises, (‘The Well’, every week Tuesday morning 10am and Wednesday evening at 7.00pm) a 

very experienced member spoke of three very different people that came for assistance that day: one very distraught and grateful, one 

belligerent, and one other needing help. To move in and out of those spaces takes experience and wisdom and a good dose of the gifts 

of the Spirit! 

We as Vincentians and Dr Gabor Mate, (a leading professional who works with addicts and those traumatised) know that: 

Our true nature is to be connected. In fact, if that wasn’t our true nature, there would be no human beings. The 

human species – or any species — could not evolve without being grounded in their bodies. You couldn’t have a 

bunch of intellectuals walking around out there in the wild, wondering in an abstract sense about the meaning of 

life, when there’s a sabre-toothed tiger lurking behind the next bush. 

 

To offer connection and relationship in love, freely and without judgement to those that are suffering and present in all different and 

challenging ways is our call and challenge and some days it is easier than others.  

Prayer 

Open my eyes to see you. 

Open my ears that I could hear you as I cry, when I am hungry,  when I am scared, when 

I feel beaten. 

Open my heart to you and to others,  

to receive help and support and love. 

Give me strength to endure. 

Amen 

 

 

 

SPIRITUAL REFLECTION 
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SCHOOL NEWS  

Primary and Secondary Schools Virtual Vinnies Christmas Gatherings 

In December, the Metropolitan Schools Engagement Team hosted the inaugural Primary and Secondary School Christmas Gatherings 
via Zoom. Between the two events, over 600 students attended from the Metropolitan Region and shared in two afternoons full of 
entertaining games, virtual activities, karaoke, reflection and more! 

Primary School students were shown a video of the good works conducted by High School Conferences while High School students 
gained an insight into the array of actions being taken by Vinnies Youth. 

Hosted by Christina Gilio, Fiona Pelosi, and Roydon Ng along with special guest, Sydney Youth Representative, Marissa Papaspiros, the 
gatherings proved to be a large success and this was exemplified through the attendees not being able to wipe the smiles off their faces 
throughout the entire events! 

A massive congratulations to Our Lady Queen Of Peace Catholic Primary School, Gladesville, for being the overall winner from the 
Primary School Christmas Gathering games and earning a prize pack complete with Vinnies goodies for each participant. We thoroughly 
look forward to facilitating this event in coming years and continuing to bring like-minded Vincentians together across the state! 

 

 

 

Vinnies Little Hands 

On Tuesday, 16 November, the Metropolitan Schools Engagement staff, Christina Gilio 
and Fiona Pelosi, had the privilege of facilitating a Vinnies Little Hands Day at Guardian 
Childcare & Education, Phillip Street, Sydney CBD. 

Fourteen eager pre-school aged children (3- 5 years old) donated several bags of pre-
loved goods to Vinnies Retail Stores as well as snack supplies that they then used to 
prepare 40 snack packs for Metropolitan Vinnies Van Services. 

The enthusiastic group also showed off their Picasso skills by making up their own Cards 
of Hope to complement each snack pack and learned more about how they can 
continue their ‘Vinnies Community Connection’ by ‘Using their Helping Hands’ moving 
forward. 

By the end of the day, all the children were singing and dancing along to the Mini 
Vinnies Song and were so excited to help pack their donations into the Vinnies Van. An 
absolutely fantastic day was had by all! 
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SCHOOL NEWS  

Mini Vinnies Formation Program Submission 

The Mini Vinnies Formation Program (MVFP) nurtures students who undertake the Program, to be a light in the world, inspired by the 
spirit of Blessed Frederic Ozanam and Gospel values.  

One of the modules in the Program titled, “Through the Eyes of Blessed Frederic Ozanam” is about researching a key event in Australia 
such as R U OK? Day, NAIDOC Week and Anti-Poverty Week. Students are then advised to action the principle of SEE, THINK, DO in 
their submission. 

In November, the Metropolitan Schools Engagement Team received an incredibly heart-warming submission in response to the above-
mentioned module. Aoife from Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School, Randwick, selected International Day of People 
with Disability. To read Aoife’s story, please click here. 

The Mini Vinnies Formation Program is open to all students from Years 4-6. For more information, please visit https://bit.ly/
VinniesMVFP.  

 
Vinnies Youth and School Students Come Together This Christmas! 
 
In the lead up to Christmas, dedicated Vinnies Youth volunteer and founder of All-Rounders Tuition Company, Alexia Paglia, reached 
out about the possibility of volunteering to help people in need along with students who attend her tutoring company. 
 
On Saturday, 4 December, Alexia and six students participated in an Outreach Day to support Metropolitan Vinnies Van Services. The 
students each brought in snack donations throughout the school term and then, on the day, worked together to prepare 41 snack 
packs for homeless clients or at risk of experiencing homelessness. They also prepared cards of hope to go inside each snack pack and 
wrote thoughtful and inspirational messages for clients to read throughout the holiday season. 

 
The day was such a 
success that the 
group was also able 
to donate several 
extra bags of grocery 
supplies along with 
boxes of hand sanitis-
er to Vinnies Van Ser-
vices.  
 
Many thanks to Alex-
ia and All–Rounders 
Tuition for reigniting 
hope for many during 
this recent Christmas 
season! 

https://youthnsw.vinnies.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Aoife-Friendship-you-never-know-until-you-give-it-a-go.pdf
https://bit.ly/VinniesMVFP
https://bit.ly/VinniesMVFP
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YOUTH NEWS 

If you would like to know more about or connect with Vinnies 
Youth in your local area, please get in touch with Vinnies Metro 
Youth Engagement Officer metroyouth@vinnies.org.au  

Vinnies Metro Youth Christmas Gathering 

Vinnies Metro Youth held their annual Christmas Gathering in 
early December and fortunate enough to be able to gather safely 
in person for a fun afternoon. The gathering was co-hosted by 
Marissa Papaspiros, the Sydney Youth Rep and gathered about 20 
young people from all over Metro Region. It was a great 
opportunity to thank them for all the hard work they have done 
throughout 2021 and to hear about the opportunities to come in 
2022.  

If you haven't had an opportunity to work with our members and 
volunteers of Vinnies Metro Youth, make sure you do in 2022! 
They are wonderful, young, vibrant and talented people who love 
being part of Vinnies. 

 

Vinnies Metro Youth at Sydney Catholic Youth World 
Youth Day 2023 Launch 

On Sunday, 21 November, Vinnies Metro Youth members, 
alongside around 600 parishioners at St Mary’s Cathedral, 
celebrated the Feast Day of Christ the King and the launch 
of World Youth Day 2023 in Lisbon. Organised by Sydney 
Catholic Youth, Sydney Catholic Schools and the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Sydney, the Vinnies Metro Youth members assisted 
by ushering parishioners, passing the collection plates, and 
directing special guests to the dinner celebrations. Following the 
mass, members had the opportunity to hear testimonies from 
previous World Youth Day gatherings and to share a meal in 
fellowship with youth from across several Dioceses. 

 

SACC & BBCC Young Adult Members with 
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP, Archbishop of Sydney 

Vinnies Youth Buddies Day Program 

Unfortunately the Buddies Day Program was impacted by the 
lockdown throughout 2021, but we are looking forward to getting 
the program back up and running for 2022 and cannot wait to be 
running Buddies Days in the Sydney Central Council again. 

Buddies Days is a Vinnies Youth Program, operating throughout 
NSW, which offers the families being supported by Conferences 
and Vinnies Support Centres another opportunity for support. 

For those who are not familiar with the Buddies Day Program here 
is some background…. Vinnies Buddies Days are held for children 
of families that are supported by the St Vincent de Paul Society in 
a variety of capacities. It is a care and respite program that 
consists of a fun day of activities for children in primary school, to 
give them a break from any hardships they may be experiencing. 
Vinnies Young Adult Volunteers take the kids out for a day, usually 
to places such as ten pin bowling, zoo or museums.  
 
We also work with Catholic Secondary Colleges who hosts the kids 
and Vinnies Young Adult Volunteers on their school grounds for 
the day, with senior students running the activities and games. 
Buddies Days are held on a Saturday or a Sunday, we provide a 
private bus to collect the kids and Vinnies Volunteers, all food for 
the day is provided. There is not cost for kids or volunteers to 
participate in a Buddies Day. 
 
Each Regional Council in the Sydney Central Council has been 
allocated a Buddies Day date in 2022 for Conferences and Vinnies 
Support Centre Staff to refer kids onto the Buddies Day Program. 
Regional Presidents & Vinnies Support Centre Staff will distribute 
Buddies Day Permission Forms and Information Packs when you 
Buddies Day is coming up. 
  
Vinnies Buddies Days aim to… 

·       Provide outreach to children of families, supported by 
Vinnies, who are doing it tough 

·       Provide activities that encourage children to develop new 
skills, enhance their self-confidence and broaden their 
friendship networks, most importantly while having fun! 

·       Provide a day of respite to parents or guardians 
·       Promote friendship, compassion, dignity and community 
·       Provide an opportunity for volunteers to actively assist in 

helping those less fortunate 
 

If you would like more 
information about the 
Vinnies Buddies Day 
Program, please 
contact the Vinnies 
Metro Youth 
Engagement Officer  or 
your Vinnies Support 
Centre Coordinator. 

mailto:metroyouth@vinnies.org.au
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Social Justice Youth Network 

In late 2021 the NSW Social Justice Youth Representative, Jacinta McGrath, hosted on online information session for young adult 
members to find out more about social justice, how Vinnies advocates for change together and meet potential young adult social 
justice comrades! It was a well-attended event and we look forward to sharing more news with you as the network grows and 
introduce you to the new Social Justice Representatives from each of our Young Adults Conferences in the Sydney Central Council – 
watch this space. 

Vinnies Youth Connecting with Year 12 Students 

Vinnies Metro Youth reached out to the outgoing 2021 Year 12 students in the Diocese, wishing them all the best as they complete 
their HSC and personally thanking them for any involvement they have had with Vinnies throughout their school years. Then most 
importantly, we invited them to join Vinnies Metro Youth! We are keeping in touch with them and connecting them in with our Young 
Adult Conferences and Vinnies Youth Programs for 2022. 

Marissa Papaspiros, Sydney Youth Rep, hosted an online meet and greet event for Year 12 school-leavers in December, for those keen 
to know more about Vinnies Youth and meet some of our amazing young adult members, hear about the Good Works being done and 
how they can be involved. 

Watch this space as we share with you more news about our events and new members over the coming months! 
 

 
 

NSW Volunteer of the Year Awards 

Sydney Vinnies Youth members & volunteers were widely recognised in the 
2021 Centre for Volunteering annual NSW Volunteer of the Year Awards, for 
their dedication and commitment to serving those in need especially through 
what was another challenging year for many. 

There were almost 50 young adult members and volunteers from all across 
the Sydney Archdiocese Central Council recognised in their local area awards. 

In the Southern Sydney local area awards, our very own Damien Ha was 
awarded the Young Volunteer for the Year!  

Damien is the Sydney Uni Young Vinnies Co-President and is also on the 
Vinnies NSW Youth Team as the Marketing Adviser. Damien has been a 
committeed and caring member and volunteer with Vinnies for many years, 
working on Van Services and Buddies Days, as well as fundraising and 
organising events. 

If you want to read more about his time with Vinnies, you can read what he 
has to say here:  

https://www.vinnies.org.au/page/News/NSW/Blog_NSW/
An_Agent_of_Change/   

YOUTH NEWS 

https://www.vinnies.org.au/page/News/NSW/Blog_NSW/An_Agent_of_Change/
https://www.vinnies.org.au/page/News/NSW/Blog_NSW/An_Agent_of_Change/
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CHRISTMAS COLLABORATIONS 

During the Christmas Festive Season, Metropolitan Van Services delivered some much needed food supplies to support 
people within the Redfern and Waterloo community. The donation of snack packs, Christmas hampers, toiletry packs and 
brekkie packs were welcomed by the people of the WEAVE community and Redfern 
Community Centre. 

WEAVE is an not-for-profit organisation, empowering Aboriginal children, young people and 
families to change their lives for the better, offering many services and programs which give 
them the opportunity with a way up and a way forward while facing complex situations.  

Offering our food supplies and other resources gave the visitors to the service a ‘hand up’ fi-
nancially as they did not need to spend on food items during the holiday break and ease their 
anxiety about basic household items which can be extremely costly.  

Redfern Community Centre works with children and youth, who live in the local Aboriginal 
community, to strengthen social links with focus on culture, wellbeing and community pro-
grams.  The stock we delivered allowed the educators to not only offer meals to the visitors of 
the service over the Christmas break but gave them the opportunity to do cooking life skills 
with the children/youth and have health and hygiene discussions.  

We look forward to continuing to support the people within the Redfern and Waterloo com-
munity through WEAVE and Redfern Community Centre supplying snack packs and other re-
sources required to assist in their service deliver and uphold human dignity.  

 

VAN SERVICES 

Compliances:  

Background Checks (NSW Working With Children’s Check; Vinnies Police Check); Child Safe Training  

 

The St Vincent de Paul Society NSW is a committed child-safe organisation. So that we can meet this commitment, we 
have developed policies and procedures to ensure that we comply with all relevant legislation so that all children, young 
people and vulnerable persons who come into contact with Vinnies are kept safe and are supported to the best of our 
capacity.  

So, a reminder of the following compliances that are required for all Members, volunteers, and employees:  

- National Crime Check (NCC) Vinnies Police Check -renewed every 3 years   

· NSW Working With Children’s Check (WWCC) -renewed every 5 years 

· Plus Vinnies NSW Child Safe Familiarisation Training =renewed every 2 years.  

Other compliances relate to additional Vinnies’ training. Most are available online on the Vinnies Learning Centre and 
some also face-to-face. Log in to your Vinnies Learning Centre homepage to see which are required to do and other 
courses that may be of interest- https://vinnieslearningcentre.litmos.com.au/account/Login 

Child Safe Training: conveniently available on the Vinnies Learning Centre. However, for Members, if your Conference 

would like to take advantage of a group training session, either via zoom or in person, please contact your Member and 

Community Engagement Coordinator.  We can arrange for training for groups of 10 or more.  If the training is in person, 

we can also provide assistance for online Police Checks and accessing the Vinnies Learning Centre.   

For further details for Member training or advice on your WWCC or Police Check, please contact: 

Paul.Longobardi@vinnies.org,au 

https://vinnieslearningcentre.litmos.com.au/account/Login
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SOCIAL JUSTICE NETWORK NEWS 

The SACC Social Justice Network, made up by our Central Council Reps and each Regional Council’s Rep, meets every 2 months to identi-

fy local issues, build advocacy and change, and encourage learning.  The NSW Social Justice team’s priorities call for our actions include: 

Raise Your Voice for Social Justice in 2022 

In 2022, Members, volunteers, employees and supporters of the Society will continue working together to influence decision-making 

processes that impact the people we assist. As The Rule explains, poverty and exclusion are not just personal issues – often, they are 

the result of unjust economic, political or social structures. As people who care about creating more just and compassionate communi-

ties, Vincentians have the opportunity to shape these structures. 

 

One key opportunity to influence change is the election cycle. In the lead-up to the Federal Election (due to be held by 21 May, 2022) 

National Council will release a series of policy papers outlining key proposals for a fairer Australia. We will work to give our people op-

portunities to understand and discuss these proposals, which will focus on improved responses to housing and homelessness, adequate 

income support, the importance of secure work, a more compassionate response to people seeking asylum, and self-determination for 

First Nations people including constitutional recognition. We will also provide support to Members interested in engaging with local 

candidates and future MPs. If interested in getting involved, please ask us, your Regional Council Rep or social.justice@vinnies.org.au  

 

Build Homes, Build Hope 

In the wake of last year’s disappointing NSW Budget, and with the NSW election scheduled for 2023, it was determined to continue our 

Build Homes, Build Hope campaign, calling for the Government to invest in 5,000 new social housing homes yearly for 10 years.  

In December, Social Justice Representatives came together to discuss what actions we should take to urge the Government and  Oppo-

sition to commit to new social housing. Amongst other actions, Members and volunteers will come together online to share infor-

mation about new generation social housing and the positive impact this is having on the lives of tenants. We also agreed to launch a 

letter writing campaign. For more information or to join us online, email us.   

 

People Seeking Asylum 

2021 was another incredibly difficult year for people seeking asylum. In Australia, COVID amplified their challenges,  with many losing 

their jobs or their housing due to their precarious immigration status. People seeking asylum from Afghanistan also had to grapple with 

the knowledge that their families in Afghanistan faced significant risk, but that there were limited pathways for family reunion. 

As the situation unfolded, Vinnies NSW signed on to an open letter coordinated by the Refugee Council of Australia, calling on all Parlia-

mentarians to respond to the crisis. Many Members and volunteers subsequently contacted 

their Federal MPs in support of the letter, asking more be done for the people of Afghanistan.  

 

The Hope out of Horror webinar, co-hosted by Broken Bay Central Council, Social Justice around 

the Bay, and Jesuit Refugee Service brought nearly 200 people together to hear directly from 

people seeking protection in our communities, reflect on their experiences, and discuss how we 

can work together to shape more just and compassionate responses.  

There is, of course, so much more to be done. 2022 creates new opportunities for our communities to unite and advocate for better, 

more humane responses  On Palm Sunday, we remember the warm and joyful welcoming of Jesus in Jerusalem, and we reflect upon 

the ways in which we can warmly welcome and stand in solidarity with those seeking protection. Should COVID allow, rallies will be 

held on Palm Sunday, 10 April and we will be coordinating a Vinnies NSW presence. If interested, please email us.  

Social Justice Forum  

Every two years, interested Members, volunteers, employees and supporters gather for this one-day event to reinvigorate our advoca-

cy efforts, discuss key issues, develop new relationships and plan how we might go about seeking positive change.  

The pandemic presents uncertainties, but is tentatively scheduled for Saturday 28 May at Mary McKillop Place in North Sydney. If you 

are interested in attending, please speak with your Central Council or Regional Council Social Justice Representative, or email us.  

You can also subscribe to the Social Justice newsletter to receive up to date information on the Social Justice Forum and other news. 

 

 

mailto:social.justice@vinnies.org.au
https://socialjustice.vinnies.org.au/join/
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In 9 November, over 100 Members, volunteers, staff, affiliated groups and invited speakers attended this Zoom event, representing 
over 30 local organisations and communities. Several local Council candidates running in the upcoming local elections spoke. Below 
were the asks to candidates: 

1. By June 2022, Council updates the Housing Strategy and Sutherland Shire Local Environment Plan to specify how an Affordable 

Rental Housing target, ideally 10% of new development, will be delivered, measured, and monitored in line with targets. 

2. By June 2022, Council audits Council land to identify opportunities for the development of Affordable Rental Housing projects. 

3. That Council establishes an Affordable Housing panel including Council staff and Community Organisations that will: communicate 

with the community, coordinate research and land audits, identify specific opportunities for development that are suitable for Afforda-
ble Rental Housing, monitor the delivery of dwellings. 

These Social Justice days throughout 2022 provide a great opportunity to promote Vinnies awareness in your local community and to 

highlight both the good works and the policy advocacy of the Society.  For suggested content for Parish bulletins or talks, to run recruit-

ment drives, and for ideas for Conferences, please refer to the MAVS Social Justice page:  https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/social-justice/ ] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 March: National Harmony Day 

16 - 22 May: National Volunteer Week 

26 May: National Sorry Day  

27 May - 3 June: Reconciliation Week  

5 June: World Environment Day  

19 June - 25 June: Refugee Week  

20 June: World Refugee Day 

3 July: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday 

3 - 10: July NAIDOC week  

28 August: Social Justice Sunday 

25 September: Migrant and Refugee Sunday 

10 October: World Mental Health Day 

16 - 22 October: Anti-Poverty Week 

20 November: World Day of the Poor 

5 December: International Volunteer Day 

10 December: Human Rights Day  

2022—Key Social Justice dates for your Diary 

 

 Sutherland Affordable Rental Housing forum hosted by Sydney Alliance 

“Ngara” - Listen, Hear, Think 
The Metropolitan Sydney Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) Committee has representation from across and beyond Vinnies, including: 

 Membership representation from the three Metro Central Councils, including  Regional Social Justice Reps 

 Our First Nations peoples 

 Membership, Volunteer and Regional Operations staff reps 

 Retail and logistics reps; Vinnies services reps. 

We have adopted the name ‘Ngara’ meaning “Listen, Hear, Think”, and are working towards implementing the Vinnies RAP .  

Planning is underway to hold celebrations of our RAP launch in two locations across Sydney: Bankstown (10am, 18 May) and Mt 

Pritchard (10am, 25 May). This will be an excellent opportunity to celebrate our RAP and to connect with First Nations organisations 

and communities across Sydney. More details will come. 

To read more on the RAP and find information on various items such as ‘Guiding Principles’, ‘Cultural Protocols’, ‘Community 

Engagement Plans’ and ‘Gan Na Cultural Awareness eLearning Training’, please have a look at our Reconciliation page on MAVS: 

https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/cultural-competency-framework/  

If you are passionate about Reconciliation and are interested in joining the Metro Sydney RAP committee, please contact 

Janice.Stokes@vinnies.org.au  

https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/social-justice/
https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/cultural-competency-framework/
mailto:Janice.Stokes@vinnies.org.au
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2021 Christmas Appeal Wrap Up!  

As we enter a brand-new year, the Vinnies Community Fundraising and Events Team would like to thank all Conferences 
that worked with us during the 2021 Vinnies Christmas Appeal. 

Our online portal was used by 22 Conferences in NSW as well as 10 external parties raising an amazing $35,000 last Christ-
mas. 

If any Conferences would like to fundraise for the 2022 Winter Appeal or would just like to fundraise in general, then you 
have access to Commonwealth Bank Albert Terminals and Personalised Fundraising Pages on https://
fundraise.vinniesnsw.org.au/. All you need to do is reach out to Caroline Casse on caroline.casse@vinnies.org.au to discuss 
or organise. 

Winter Appeal 

The 2022 Vinnies Winter Appeal will be launching the week of 2 May. In mid February, we started the process 
of collecting orders of envelopes, letters, posters and information kits. We asked each Regional Council’s 
President and Support Centre Coordinator to collate orders from each of their Conferences.  
  
They were asked to submit their Regional Council order to Paul 
Longobardi by 2 March with:  
• the delivery name and address, and quantities of envelopes, 
letters, posters and information kits required. If responses weren’t 
received by then, the quantities from last year’s Christmas Appeal 
(details provided) would be used. 
• Orders would then be sent to our Winter Appeals contact at State 
Office.  
Order will be delivered in the week of 18 April.  
 
Also, if your Conference would like a Tap ‘n’ Go machine for the 
Winter Appeal, please contact Caroline Casse directly at 
Caroline.Casse@vinnies.org.au with the following information (or for 
any queries):  
 Conference name 
 Mobile number 
 Number of terminals needed 

 Delivery address,  
 Date required. 

APPEALS 

https://fundraise.vinniesnsw.org.au/
https://fundraise.vinniesnsw.org.au/
mailto:caroline.casse@vinnies.org.au
mailto:Caroline.Casse@vinnies.org.au
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Newsletter Compiled by: Paul Longobardi  

 

Member and Volunteer Support (MAVS) website 

Have you seen the updated Member and Volunteer Support website?  
 

This site exists to share resources, news, contacts, and events with our Members and volunteers. We want to provide the tools, infor-
mation and resources that will assist you in your service.  
https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/home/  
  
We really want to know what you like and want in the Member and Volunteer online resources platform. Sydney Central Council has its 
own page:    

 
https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/conferences/
sydney-central-council/  
 
For requested updates, please 
email Paul.Longobardi@vinnies.org.au .  
 
Looking for a way to let your Community or 
Parish know more about Vinnies?   
  
For suggestions on additions to Parish Bulletins 
or a speaking notes for a few minutes after 
Mass about upcoming Social Justice events. go 
to: 
 https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/social-
justice/ and  look for ‘Social Justice Diary 2022 
– Resource for Members’.  
 

 
There are also lots of other updates happening on MAVS which you can check in on anytime here:  
https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/mavs-latest-updates/   

There is information about the work that Vinnies does in Sydney Arch, Appeal information and other local works of schools and Youth. 

Click on the menu items at the top of the page above (in white) to locate information and updates about policies and resources. 

 

Considering Recruitment Weekends? 
 
As the community continues to open up, there is opportunity to renew in-person engagement with local communities and ensure that 
Vinnies continues to have a strong presence for vulnerable people in our local areas. 
 
If you would like to consider having a recruitment/information campaign at your local Parish at any time during the year, you can    

receive support and planning help from your Member and Community Engagement team.  

Notices can be provided for Parish bulletins, speaking notes for Members to speak at the Masses and a Vinnies’ table can be setup with 

flyers, information packs and membership application forms.  If you’d like to discuss further, please contact 

Paul.Longobardi@vinnies.org.au  

Thank you to all who contributed to this Newsletter — Compiled by Paul Longobardi  

https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/home/
https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/conferences/sydney-central-council/
https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/conferences/sydney-central-council/
mailto:Paul.Longobardi@vinnies.org.au
https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/social-justice/
https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/social-justice/
https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/mavs-latest-updates/
mailto:%20Paul.Longobardi@vinnies.org.au
mailto:%20Paul.Longobardi@vinnies.org.au

