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News-
 

 

Regional Director Metropolitan - Kate Lee’s Message 

Over the last few months, it has been wonderful to get 

around and see Conferences and Support Centres being 

able to open up and resume work that is a little closer to 

what it was pre-COVID. Although both staff and Members 

found ways to continue to meet the needs of our commu-

nities during COVID, I know the lack of connection has 

been very hard for all of us as well as the people we as-

sist.  Even our name speaks of the importance of connec-

tion. Our name,  the ‘St Vincent De Paul Society’ is an im-

portant one. The word Society has meaning, not just be-

cause we seek to serve those in our community in need of 

a hand up, but also each other, through our connection, 

our collective coming together and the sharing of our 

many and varied contributions.  It is with that in mind that 

I would invite you to share with us some of your recent 

experiences, your favourite things that you have wit-

nessed or experienced in your Society work via email to 

MetroMembers@vinnies.org.au. Whether it be small or 

large, we should share and cel-

ebrate all the things that the 

Society represents to us in our 

lives. I know I get enormous 

value out of seeing and hearing 

what the Society means to 

members, and I would like to 

share that experience further.  

Greater Western Sydney Central 
Council 

St Vincent de Paul Society NSW 

 

Newsletter 

WINTER EDITION 2022 

Pg 17 for more information on NAIDOC week 

Kate Lee   
Regional Director—Metro 

mailto:MetroMembers@vinnies.org.au
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The St Vincent de Paul conference in Winston Hills started in 1972. So this year, 2022 marks our 50th anniver-
sary and it is very fitting that these presentations were made in our Golden Year. 
The recipients of the St Vincent de Paul Lifetime Membership, Service Certificates and Badges have given 207 
years of Vincentian service. They are: 
 
Ron Cini: Ron was a founding member of the conference 
which started in 1972. Ron was a very enthusiastic member 
of the conference and active in other areas of the parish. Ron 
retired from the conference in 2018 after 46 years of dedicat-
ed service. Unfortunately Ron passed away on the 4 February 
2022. Members of his family were very grateful for the recog-
nition given and his award was accepted by his son Paul. 
 
John Buggy: John was also a founding member of the confer-
ence.in 1972. John was a very active and enthusiastic mem-
ber, including serving a term as conference president. John 
retired from the conference in 2013 after 41 years of devoted service to the community. John was unable to 
attend our ceremony,  his award was accepted by his wife, Anita and granddaughter, Louise. 
 
Pauline Knowler: Pauline joined the conference in 1990 and retired in 2019 and dedicated 30 years of active 
service to the community. Pauline was unable to be with us for the presentation ceremony and her award 
was accepted on her behalf by Fran. 
 
Anne Stanfield: Anne joined the Harris Park conference in 1992 and then the Winston Hills conference in 
2006. She has held numerous positions at different levels including conference president, Central Council 
president and board member.  Anne has so far given 30 years of caring service with a range of roles within the 
society. 
 
Ken Abrahams: Ken joined the Conference in 1992. He is a former conference president, and with 30 years of 
dedicated service, currently serves as treasurer. His experience and ongoing relationship with clients means 
that our service is effective and valued by both people we assist and members. 
 
Bryan Flaherty: Bryan joined the Conference in 1992 and in that time served as conference president. His 
commitment to the society and the community has not wavered during his 30 years of service. With his many 
years of service, he is greatly respected by the people we serve. 
 
 
Continued next page 

Lifetime Membership Certificates and Service Awards 
St Paul the Apostle Winston Hills  
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The recipients of the St Vincent de Paul Service Certificate and Badge are: 
 
John Curtin: John joined the Conference in 2010. After 11 years John continues his active service to the community.  
 
Bert Leonard: Bert joined the Conference in 2013. With 8 years of service Bert is an integral member of the team. 
 
On behalf of the Winston Hills Conference and the parish of St Paul the Apostle, we would like to thank all our members 
for their invaluable service. Each person has contributed in many ways and their individual abilities are greatly valued. 
May God grant them the strength and passion to continue this service to the community. 
 
 “Help honours when to the bread that nourishes it adds the visit that consoles, the advice that enlightens, the friendly 
shake of the hand that lifts up the sinking courage; when it treats the poor man with respect, not only as an equal but as 
a superior, since he is suffering what perhaps we are incapable of suffering; since he is the messenger of God to us, sent 
to prove our justice and our charity, and to save us by our works.” Bl. Frederic Ozanam 1813-1853) 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Lifetime Membership Certificates and Service Awards 
St Paul the Apostle Winston Hills 

Back row (L to R) Sam Formosa, Stephen Casey, Bert Leonard, Bryan Flaherty, Fr. Raning, David Brogden. 
Front row (L to R) John Curtin, Mary Keft, Ken Abrahams, Fran, Anne Stanfield, Louise Buggy, Anita Buggy & Paul Cini. 
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Nepean Regional President Leon shares his experience attending the CEO sleepout 

As part of a work team, I participated in the 2022 Vinnies CEO 

Sleepout.  

Very similar to the Community Sleepout, we heard stories of hard-

ship from several individuals and families; and how Vinnies assist-

ed them. There were speeches from Jack De Groot, Paul Burton 

and other Vinnies members. The event was very well coordinated 

by the Vinnies team who were there to assist participants during 

the event.  

We had a basic meal of soup and bread rolls and then found our 

spot outdoors to spend the night. 

The Sydney event raised over $3.2M. And Australia wide, just un-

der $10M has been raised this year. A fantastic result. 

The funds raised go towards running of services such as: 

• Crisis accommodations and health services. 

• Drop-in services where people can come to get immediate 

help. 

• Accommodation and support services for families. 

• Night patrol vans which take hot meals, toiletries, blankets 

etc to the streets for those in need. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPOTLIGHT– Nepean Regional President Leon @ Vinnies CEO Sleepout 
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BLACKHEATH – DESPITE COVID A SMALL BUT ACTIVE CONFERENCE   

For more than a decade the Sacred Heart 
Blackheath Conference worked with Ka-
toomba Conference, sharing the Family 
Assistance Centre (FAC) at 54 Waratah 
Street Katoomba, a drop-in centre where 
people needing assistance come without 
the formality of an appointment. Black-
heath Conference staffed the FAC on Mon-
days and Wednesdays and Katoomba Con-
ference on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  That 
is until March 2020 when Covid restrictions 
resulted in the closure of the FAC for over 
12 months.   

Following the closure of the FAC, we initial-
ly continued our operations by responding 
to email referrals from the Vinnies Support 
Centre on our allotted days, Monday and 
Wednesday. Katoomba Conference contin-
ued to respond on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days. Generally, this involved the provision 
of food vouchers which were delivered to 
the homes of those people we were as-
sisting in the various Mountains towns and 
villages in our catchment area. 

However, in September 2020, with a tem-
porary easing of the Covid situation, Black-
heath Conference decided on a new initia-
tive, the opening of the Vinnies Drop-in 
Support Centre (DISC) on Mondays and 
Wednesdays in the Sacred Heart Parish Hall 
at 165 Wentworth Street, Blackheath.  The 
size of the Hall allowed for adequate social 
distancing, so members were comfortable 
to work there. The opening of the Black-
heath DISC was with the full support of the 
Sacred Heart Parish Pastoral Council and 
Parish Administrator.  

In the lead up to the opening of the DISC, 
Blackheath Conference was provided with a 
Vinnies laptop and Conference mobile 
phone.  We also obtained food and other 
vouchers and stocked our own small food 
bank.  When we opened, we were able to 
offer a very similar range of services to peo-
ple we assisted as had been provided 
through the FAC.  And we could input all 
relevant information about our assistance, 
directly onto the GKO system.   

 

For over 6 months we were servicing peo-
ple from all over the upper Blue Mountains, 
some travelling to Blackheath from as far as 
Wentworth Falls to visit us at the DISC on 
Mondays and Wednesdays. In addition to 
being available to assist people who 
dropped in at the DISC on these two days, 
we also continued to respond to cases re-
ferred to us by the Vinnies Support Centre 
and through calls to the Conference mo-
bile.   

During this period, we developed a strong 
relationship with the Blackheath Area 
Neighbourhood Centre (BANC). BANC pro-
vides various types of support to people, 
including EAPA assistance for those need-
ing help with electricity and gas bills (a ser-
vice Vinnies no longer provides).  We in 
turn made BANC aware of the type of assis-
tance we can provide, so apart from us 
referring people to BANC for EAPA assis-
tance, we commenced receiving referrals 
from BANC of needy people who had come 
to their attention. 

The Katoomba FAC reopened in April 2021, 
and operated for three days a week 
(Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday) for 3 
months until the start of the long lockdown 
in late June 2021. During this 3 month peri-
od, the Blackheath Conference also contin-
ued operating the DISC from the Black-
heath Parish Hall on Mondays and Wednes-
days, in addition to rostering our members 
for the Wednesday opening at the FAC. 
This did stretch our volunteer staffing ca-
pacity as we were eventually staffing two 
places with two volunteers each at the 
same time, and with only 8 active mem-
bers. 

During the long 2021 lockdown, both the 
Katoomba FAC and the Blackheath DISC 
had to close their doors. In Blackheath we 
moved to a rostering pattern where two 
volunteers were rostered for a full week. 
We went back to responding to referrals 
from the Vinnies Support Centre (and con-
tinued servicing people via calls on the Con-
ference mobile).  During this lockdown we 
did all referrals for the Blackheath area plus 
any referrals on Wednesdays for the entire 

catchment area from Wentworth Falls to 
Mt Victoria.  

The Katoomba FAC reopened again in late 
November 2021, after the end of the 2021 
lockdown, with Katoomba Conference 
staffing the FAC on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days.  At that time we went back to work-
ing there on Wednesdays during the period 
up to Christmas 2021.  

After a gap of some months following the 
onset of the Omicron variant, we recom-
menced working at the FAC from early May 
2022, this time on Mondays.   

On Wednesdays we now again work out of 
the Blackheath Parish Hall.  Our Wednes-
day commitment coincides with “Cuppa’s 
Together”, a very successful Parish initia-
tive which invites people to drop in on 
Wednesdays between 09:30am to 12:00 to 
share morning tea, meet new people and, 
where appropriate, take advantage of Vin-
nies assistance available in a quiet, private 
room separate from the Hall.  While our 
method of supporting the vulnerable in our 
community has changed during the Covid 
years, we found new ways to assist them.  
Rostering has become more complicated as 
we now need two people to work Mondays 
at the Katoomba FAC and on Wednesdays 
at the Blackheath Drop-in Centre, and to 
monitor the Conference mobile and do 
home visits.  However thus far, our busy 
band of eight has been able to provide fair-
ly immediate assistance at any time they 
are needed.   

The Covid pandemic also impacted the way 
in which we fundraise.  In addition to fund-
raising directly through the generosity of 
our Sacred Heart Parish community, prior 
to the pandemic Conference members also 
raised money for the Winter and Christmas 
Appeals, by street appeals.  For this we 
required Council permission and the good-
will of the local “Friendly Grocer” for per-
mission to set up our stall in front of his 
shop.  Our Winter Appeal had been particu-
larly successful, being held over the June 
long weekend when well-rugged-up Con-
ference members would ‘shake the can’ in 
Govetts Leap Road.  
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BLACKHEATH – DESPITE COVID A SMALL BUT ACTIVE CONFERENCE con’t   

In 2020 the Blue Mountains City Council withdrew permission to 
hold street appeals due to the Covid crisis. However the old say-
ing ‘when one door closes another opens’ was certainly true for 
Blackheath Vinnies, when we approached the organisers of the 
local Growers Market for permission to set up a fundraising stall 
at their Christmas market in December 2020.    

This first Appeal at the Growers Market, as well as being a suc-
cessful fund-raiser, was fun for conference members who, wear-
ing Vinnies tee-shirts and caps, put the St. Vincent de Paul Socie-
ty out there as a charity committed to assisting the Blackheath 
community.  Our Treasurer, a member of a local choir, burst into 
song as the Christmas Spirit was upon him.  He was soon joined 
by a non-Vinnies fellow chorister.   In addition. a passer-by 
stopped to chat and has now become an active member of the 
Conference.   

Another very active and resourceful member of our conference 
put us on the map with her idea for a Winter Appeal Soup Kitch-
en and Sleep Out fundraiser in June 2021.  This was personally 
supported by our State and Federal members of Parliament, both 
of whom visited the Conference at the time. It also received good 
coverage in the local Blue Mountains newspaper. 

We continued to fundraise at the Growers Market for the 2021 
Christmas Appeal and have just had a very successful day there 
for the 2022 Winter Appeal.  We have the organisers of the 
Blackheath Growers Market to thank for allowing us to fundraise 
in this way.  Thanks also to the wonderful Blackheath community 
and especially the members of our Sacred Heart parish, who 

have continued to provide support for our various appeals 
throughout the period of the Covid pandemic.   Surprisingly our 
income from our various methods of fundraising has remained 
very strong despite the pandemic.  In 2019-2020 (most of which 
period was pre-Covid) we raised from all sources $7,850.45.  In 
2020-2021, during the pandemic, we raised $13,407.50.   

Members of our Conference are proud of their achievements, in 
that despite the significant impact of the pandemic, we have 
been able to provide ongoing valuable service to people in the 
upper Blue Mountains community and have continued to be able 
to help the broader Vinnies community with our ongoing fund-
raising efforts. 

John Tweedie 

President  

Vinnies Blackheath Conference 

From left to right - Karen Hayward, Pamela Nash, Trish Doyle, 

Julie O’Keefe and newest member Bredge McCarren 

Left Picture Treasurer Sigi Cerveny at Growers Market, Black-

heath December 2020 
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Richmond Conference  
St Monica's Conference at its meeting in May and June wel-

comed new members following a recruitment drive in April 

which was very successful! 

President, Peter Humphrey said the drive was strongly sup-

ported by the Parish Priest, Father Gayan and his assistant 

Father Thomas. 

On average Peter said, Conference members visit 8-12 fam-

ilies a week in the Hawkesbury Local Government area, 

who are short of food, clothing, bedding and other basic 

necessities most of us take for granted.  

The Conference is well supported by the Nepean Hub in 

Penrith, and Schools, Bede Polding College, South Windsor, 

St Monica's, Richmond and Caroline Chisholm College. 

Glenmore Park.    Back row: Left to right Emanuel, Father Thomas, Alan, Fred, Peter Ian. 

Front row: Camelia, Jane, Catherine and Noelene. 

Marayong Conference  
The Marayong conference held a food drive at Quakers Court shopping 

centre Marayong.  Customers entering Woolworth were given a leaflet 

asking them to buy an extra non-perishable item and place it in the 

Vinnies trolley after checking out.  This was held over three days and 

the response was overwhelming and collected over 25 trolleys.  The 

pantry is now well stocked and was able to donate food to the VSC 

(HUB) 

On Pentecost Sunday celebration different ministries from St Andrew 

Parish Marayong donated food hampers which 

were collected by JRS. 

The St Andrew Primary School donated more 

food celebrating the feast of the Sacred Heart 

and was collected by the Blacktown VSC. 

 

Sam Cassar 

Conference President, Marayong Conference 
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Volunteering at Vinnies 

My husband and I have been volunteering at Vinnies Castle Hill for 
about 6 weeks now and I cannot express how good of an experi-
ence this has been for us. 
 
We had a choice of Easy Care gardening, Lifeline books and Vinnies 
retail as volunteering options and are so happy that Vinnies is what 
came through first as that’s what we would have chosen. 
 
As new retirees; and hubby with early onset dementia, Vinnies has 
helped us step out of the house, make use of our spare time, keep 
ourselves occupied and add value to our lives, all for a charitable 
cause. 
 
Amanda our manager; as well as Steph and Katia (staff members), 
have been so warm and welcoming. We have met new people, 
learned new skills and shared our talents, all of which we find so 
nice and enjoyable.  
 
This has been a new and great experience for us which allows us to 
give back to the community if only in a small way.  
 
We really look forward to working our two days a week at Vinnies 
Castle Hill. 
 
Devinder (Tinku) Dewan  
Astrid Concessio-Dewan 
2 June 2022 
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COMPANIONSHIP  

WOULD YOU LIKE THE HELP OF A MENTOR?  
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A great membership recruitment drive as well as an engagement opportunity with Parishes. 

National Volunteer Week was on Sunday, 22 May. It was an opportunity for Presidents or Members to speak about the Society at 

Masses and run a recruitment weekend on 21 – 22 May.  National Volunteer Week may also be an opportunity to run an aware-

ness campaign more broadly within the local communities. As well as communicating the various works of Vinnies, it would also 

raise awareness for anyone who is experiencing need. 

National Volunteer Week  16/5  - THANKYOU to our wonderful Members and Volunteers: 

During Volunteer Week this year, we’d like to extend our thanks to our Conference Members and Volunteers, for all you do for 

the St Vincent de Paul Society NSW and for the people we assist. It has been an incredibly challenging two years for many in our 

community but through your work, you are making a difference in your local communities in many ways - including the provi-

sion of food and material support, and also providing important social connection that so many people need.  

Vinnies Metro team 

Member Recruitment Guide contains very helpful information and can be accessed on this MAVS webpage: https://

mavs.vinnies.org.au/resources/recruitment/ 

https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/resources/recruitment/
https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/resources/recruitment/
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VINNIES YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS 

Plumpton High School, Western Sydney 

Delighted to attend Blacktown Area Community Centre's Youth 
(Week) Expo on 5 May 2022. The event further increases engage-
ment with Plumpton High School (who are currently preparing to 
join Greater Western Sydney Night Patrol). 

Over 50 students also expressed their interest in establishing/
joining a Vinnies High School Conference. Most students demon-
strated a keen interest in improving their local community and 
through discussion of youth volunteering opportunities agreed 
that age was not a barrier to making an impact. Also grateful to 
the school staff for assisting with the logistics of the day. 

Resources distributed today included information about Vinnies 
Services in Greater Western Sydney Central Council and NSW Vin-
nies Youth opportunities. Connect Four surprisingly popular table-
top games while giant dominoes were adapted as building blocks 
for students to create "houses" as a part of the awareness raising 
for Vinnies Social Justice petition to build more affordable hous-
ing. 

Plumpton High School joins the growing number of government 
schools engaged with the Vinnies Metro Schools/Van Services 
Team and/or supportive of our Winter/Christmas Appeals includ-
ing James Ruse Agricultural High School, Erskine Park High School, 
Lidcombe Public School, Banksia Road Primary School 
(Greenacre). 

Marian Centre School Holiday Program           
Art Work Celebrating NAIDOC week  
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Vinnies NSW are thrilled to announce that Sydney Catholic Schools 
will be holding the Family Winter Sleepout @Home once again in 
2022 on Friday 5th of August.  

The Family Winter Sleepout @Home 2022 gives students and their 
families a chance to  “sleepout”, share a simple meal, join togeth-
er for a prayer and also raise funds and awareness for the vulnera-
ble in our local community. 
 
Last year, the Family Winter Sleepout @Home raised just over 
$16,000 and Sydney Catholic schools are hoping to make the 2022 
event bigger and better with participants having the option to par-
ticipate physically at their schools or virtually from home. 
 
This is a perfect time for any Catholic schools that would like to 
fundraise for Vinnies and any interested schools will be able to 
have their funds designated to support any Vinnies service of their 
choosing.   

Schools can register now via the following link https://
my.fundraise.vinniesnsw.org.au/fundraise-your-way/family-winter
-sleepout-home-2  and any questions can be emailed to Caroline 
Casse. 

 

Family Winter Sleepout @ Home 2022 

On Harmony Day, we raised money for The Vin-
nies Flood Appeal. In total we raised over $140 
even though a lot of students were away due to 
COVID. We also celebrated multiculturalism.  

Many of us came to school in mufti representing 
different countries. We showed our different 
outfits by parading around the school playground. 
We also had classroom activities for Harmony 
Day. Parents provided delicious food from differ-
ent cultural backgrounds for lunch. Our local 
friend Aunty Carol joined us for lunch. Russell, 
President of our local St Vincent de Paul Confer-
ence, also came along. We hope that our money, 
even though it is not a lot, will make a difference. 

Written by: Holiday, Natasha, Oliver and Tim from 
The Faith In Action Team (FIAT) at St Canices. 

“Harmony Day” at St Canices Primary School, Katoomba 

Raising funds for Vinnies’ Flood Appeal 

https://my.fundraise.vinniesnsw.org.au/fundraise-your-way/family-winter-sleepout-home-2
https://my.fundraise.vinniesnsw.org.au/fundraise-your-way/family-winter-sleepout-home-2
https://my.fundraise.vinniesnsw.org.au/fundraise-your-way/family-winter-sleepout-home-2
mailto:caroline.casse@vinnies.org.au
mailto:caroline.casse@vinnies.org.au


14 

Mini Vinnies team—Palm Sunday 

Mini Vinnies at St Canice’s Catholic Primary School 

The Mini Vinnies team at St Paul the Apostle 
Primary school join together every Tuesday. 
They gather together in prayer and to organ-
ise events to raise awareness or fund raising 
for social issues. To prepare the way for our 
Lord this Palm Sunday, Mrs Brackenbury 
taught the Mini Vinnies team how to turn a 
palm frond into a cross. The team meet for 
several lunchtimes in order to create 
enough crosses for the Parish community. 
They were very proud and excited that they 
could do something special for their parish. 
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Bulletin notice: 

 

Join Vinnies in celebrating NAIDOC week (3-10 July), which 
calls us together to celebrate the rich history and culture of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the oldest 
continuing cultures on the planet. This year’s theme “Get Up! 
Stand Up! Show Up!”, recognises the strength and resilience 
of First Nations people in fighting for justice, equity and 
recognition since the earliest days of European colonisation. 
All Australians are invited to join the celebrations and to pro-
mote the protection of the environmental and cultural herit-
age of the First Nations peoples. It is a time to foster truth-
telling and constitutional recognition. Visit the NAIDOC web-
site (www.naidoc.org.au) for resources and ideas for local 
action. If you’d like to know more about how Vinnies is in-
volved in NAIDOC week celebrations, con-
tact reconciliation@vinnies.org.au.  
 
 
Longer notice or talk after Mass 
 
Vinnies is celebrating NAIDOC week, which runs from Sunday 
3rd to Sunday 10th July. NAIDOC stands for the ‘National Abo-
riginal and Islander Day Observance Committee’. Over dec-
ades now, this week has celebrated the long history, deep 
culture and achievements of First Nations peoples.  
 
We would like to acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this 
land on which we live and pay our respects to the Elders past 
and present. 
 
The theme of this NAIDOC week is “Get Up! Stand Up! Show 
Up!”. The theme recognises the strength and resilience of 
First Nations people in fighting for justice, equity and recogni-
tion since the earliest days of European colonisation. 
 
 

 
The organisers say, “We have a proud history of getting up, 
standing up and showing up.  From the frontier wars and our 
earliest resistance fighters to our Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities fighting for change today – we continue 
to show up.” 
 
They say, “Now is our time. We cannot afford to lose momen-
tum for change.” 
 
And the momentum for change can be seen in the Uluru 
Statement from the Heart, where the First Nations Elders and 
leaders have invited us to walk together in ‘a movement of 
the Australian people for a better future’. 
 

Add your name in support of the Statement at From the 
Heart  

 

Read the Vinnies NSW Social Justice Statement: Joining 
the Struggle for Recognition. 

 
Find out more about NSW Vinnies’ Reconciliation Action 

Plan and Cultural Competency Framework 
 

Sign up to the Vinnies Social Justice Network to receive 
updates on the campaign for recognition 

 

Complete the ’Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Inclu-
sion and Cultural Safety’ course on the Vinnies Learn-
ing Centre. 

 
Visit the Programs and Awards webpage of the National Abo-
riginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholic Council to see how 
you can support important initiatives like the distribution of 
Toiletry Bags and Palliative Care Package . 

Continued next page 

https://www.naidoc.org.au/get-involved/plan-your-event
https://www.naidoc.org.au/get-involved/plan-your-event
http://www.naidoc.org.au/
mailto:reconciliation@vinnies.org.au
https://fromtheheart.com.au/signtheulurustatementcanvas/
https://fromtheheart.com.au/signtheulurustatementcanvas/
https://www.vinnies.org.au/content/Document/NSW/Social%20Justice/SJ_STRUGGLE%20FOR%20RECOGNITION.pdf
https://www.vinnies.org.au/content/Document/NSW/Social%20Justice/SJ_STRUGGLE%20FOR%20RECOGNITION.pdf
https://vinnies.org.au/page/Publications/NSW/Reconciliation_Action_Plan/
https://vinnies.org.au/page/Publications/NSW/Reconciliation_Action_Plan/
https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/cultural-competency-framework/
https://socialjustice.vinnies.org.au/join/
https://www.natsicc.org.au/
https://www.natsicc.org.au/
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NAIDOC Bulletin notice continued : 

 
The Society of St Vincent de Paul supports the call of the Uluru 
Statement for the Constitutional 
recognition of First Nations people and an enshrined and pro-
tected National Voice to Parliament. And we are not alone. 
The Australian Catholic Bishops and the Religious Orders 
through Catholic Religious Australia are among many church 
and community groups joining the call. 
 
We have this wonderful opportunity to walk with First Nations 
people – to foster the dignity of and ancient living culture. To 
give a Voice that addresses hardship and historical abuses. And 
to ensure respectful relationships and truth telling in the 
shared history of Australia. 
 
All Australians are invited to join the celebrations and to pro-
mote the protection of the environmental and cultural herit-
age of the First Nations peoples. It is a time to foster truth-

telling and constitutional recognition. 
 
There are many ways individuals or small groups can get in-
volved. You can visit the NAIDOC website (www.naidoc.org.au) 
for resources and ideas on how to get involved.  

 
If you’d like to know more about how Vinnies is involved in 
NAIDOC week celebrations, con-
tact reconciliation@vinnies.org.au.  
 
Ideas for your Conference 
 

Visit the NAIDOC Week website to find out more about 
awards, local events and resources. 

 
Download and display the 2022 NAIDOC Poster in your 

home and workplace. The artwork by Gudanji/Wakaja 
artist Ryhia Dank is entitled ‘Stronger’.  

https://www.naidoc.org.au/get-involved/plan-your-event
http://www.naidoc.org.au/
mailto:reconciliation@vinnies.org.au
https://www.naidoc.org.au/
https://www.naidoc.org.au/posters/2022-poster
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Tanya Vella  

Tanya Vella 
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Josie Charbel 
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CAMPAIGN  

information  

Check out our NSW Social Justice Website: 
https://socialjustice.vinnies.org.au/  

For any information on the below, contact 
social.justice@vinnies.org.au or Sarah 
Boyle in the NSW Vinnies Social Justice 
Team (sarah.boyle@vinnies.org.au or 02 
4032 3545) or John Ferguson 
john.ferguson1@vinnies/org.au  

The Vinnies Social Justice Network is a 
community of people committed to build-
ing a more just and compassionate NSW. 
Together, we take actions like collecting 
signatures for petitions, visiting our MPs, 
and hosting community events. Our net-
work is for everyone.  

 

JOIN OUR CAMPAIGN FOR MORE SOCIAL 
HOUSING  

Following the launch of our Build Homes, 
Build Hope campaign in September, Vin-
nies Members and supporters began cam-
paigning for the NSW Government to in-
vest in much-needed social housing.   

So our petition can be tabled and debated 
in NSW Parliament, we are seeking a total 
of 10,000 signatures of support. Vinnies’ 
Members also continue to meeting with 
MPs to make sure they know we need 
more social housing.   

We've also started collecting stories from 
people who live or lived in social housing 
about the positive impact that it plays in 
their lives, and stories from people who 
are waiting for social housing about the  

 

 

challenge of securing an affordable, se-
cure and safe place to call home.  To share 
your experiences with clients or for more 
information, contact the Social Justice 
Team.   

 

DROUGHT ASSISTANCE   

As farmers and rural communities across 
NSW continue to struggle with the impact 
of the extensive drought, the St Vincent 
de Paul Society has begun delivering $15 
million in assistance through the Drought 
Community Support Initiative.  

For more information contact the Drought 
Relief Team on 1300 846 643.    

 

SHARE YOUR STORY ABOUT COST OF 
LIVING 

Vinnies NSW is updating its Social Justice 
Statement on the cost of living. To inform 
the development of this statement, con-
tact the Social Justice Team. Alternatively 
if you’d like to share a story about the 
impact of rising energy costs on families 
on low incomes, the lack of affordable 
transport options in your area, issues ac-
cessing affordable health or education 
services and Newstart recipients who may 
be struggling to make ends meet, you can 
email the team.  

 

ACT TO END STREET SLEEPING   

The St Vincent de Paul Society NSW has 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Institute for Global Homeless-
ness, the NSW Government, the City of 
Sydney, and a number of other not-for-
profit organisations to collaborate to set 
targets: reduce rough sleeping in the City 
of Sydney by 25% by end of 2020 and by 
50% across NSW by 2025.  

As part of this collaboration, we took part 
in Connections Week in Sydney. Over two  

mornings and two evenings participants 
et and gathered personal stories and in-
formation from people sleeping rough  

 

 

about their housing and healthcare needs. 
This information was used to create a by-
name list that will help agencies to know 
and support individuals on an ongoing 
basis, to understand the issues that lead  

 

people to sleep on the streets and to pro-
vide the evidence needed to make sys-
temic changes across Sydney and regional 
centres.  

 

 

BUSHFIRE APPEAL  

The call to action across the Society has 
engaged thousands of Members, volun-
teers, staff and the support of the com-
munity, in collecting and organising the 
delivery of may goods from water to 
clothing to much needed cash.   

A significant role in the tradition of Vin-
nies, has been to offer personal support 
to fire victims, sitting with them and help-
ing to work out how we can help. The 
below is such an example, both Members 
and both employees of Sydney Catholic 
Schools in appropriately, Family Educator 
(family support and engagement) roles. 
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2022 release 

Refugees and people 

seeking asylum 
The St Vincent de Paul Society NSW has a 
long history of supporting newly arrived 
migrants, refugees and people seeking asy-
lum, as well as advocating for better sys-
tems and services that allow those coming 
to Australia to safely continue their lives. In 
response to the pandemic, unfolding war 
and conflict around the world, and in the 
lead up to the federal election, many mem-
bers of the Society have worked hard to 
ensure that refugees and people seeking 
asylum are treated more humanely, with 
dignity and respect.  

Last year, members of the St Vincent de 
Paul Society NSW joined with several or-
ganisations and community groups, to sup-
port an advocacy initiative being led by 
Australia’s Afghan diaspora in response to 
the Taliban’s takeover in August 2021. 
After 7 months of persistent advocacy, the 
Australian Government announced in 
March 2022 that 16,500 humanitarian plac-
es would be offered to people from Af-
ghanistan fleeing conflict, in addition to the 
existing Humanitarian Program. This fol-
lowed an announcement made in January 
2022, offering 10 000 places for Afghan 
refugees within Australia’s existing Human-
itarian Program and 5,000 places within 
the Family Stream. This was a tremendous 
achievement and highlighted just how 
powerful community-led advocacy and 
persistence can be.  

In the lead up to the Federal election, 
many St Vincent de Paul Society NSW 
members, volunteers and employees also 
proactively wrote to and met with candi-
dates in their federal electorate. They 
asked candidates, if elected, to commit to 
creating fairer processes for people to seek 
safety and a sufficient safety net while they 
wait, to ensure all those stranded in Manus 
and Nauru have the option to be resettled 
in Australia or another safe country, to 
grant permanent protection to all refugees, 
and allow them the right to reunite with 
their families. Post-election, there is now 
much more to be done. As a Society, we 

will continue to advocate to government 
about these issues and encourage you to 
join us as we take action. If you are inter-
ested in being involved, please email so-
cial.justice@vinnies.org.au. 

This year, the theme for Refugee Week 
(Sunday 19 June to Saturday 25 June 2022) 
is “Healing”. The pandemic has taught us 
many lessons about shared hardship, resili-
ence, and the value of community. As Vin-
centians, we understand the power of hu-
man connection, shared experience, and 
communities coming together to heal. This 
year we encourage you to visit the Refugee 
Week website, learn more about the expe-
riences of refugees, and attend events that 
encourage us to come together and learn 
from one another.  

Redevelopment of the       
Waterloo estate 

Last year, the Waterloo Conference was 
approached by the Social Justice Team 
about the proposed redevelopment of the 
Waterloo Estate, and how it would affect 
(or was already affecting) our clients, and 
the support they might need from the Soci-
ety. 
 
The plan to redevelop the Waterloo estate 
was announced in 2015 when the decision 
to locate a new Sydney Metro train station 
in Waterloo was made. The estate current-
ly has more than 2000 social housing dwell-
ings, the majority of which (65%) are in the 
Waterloo South precinct which is the first 
part of the estate to be redeveloped.  
 
The Waterloo Conference provides support 
to hundreds of people in Waterloo estate 
each year, many of whom have lived with 
years of uncertainty about the future of 

their homes and are concerned about what 
the redevelopment will mean for them.  
Our Conference held a brainstorming ses-
sion and produced a set of notes outlining 
the concerns of our clients and the impact 
of the redevelopment on their lives. One 
Conference member also joined Shelter 
NSW in order to stay informed about the 
planning process.  
 
In March, Shelter NSW informed us that 
the proposal for Waterloo South was on 
public exhibition. Our Conference contact-
ed the Social Justice Team, and together 
we worked on a submission. 
 
Our submission highlighted the concerns of 
our clients and recommended how all par-
ties to the redevelopment could respond to 
these concerns. We were also able to link 
this work to earlier research conducted by 
Shelter NSW and the Tenant’s Union of 
NSW (TUNSW) on principles for how ten-
ants should be treated and engaged during 
major redevelopment processes.  
 
We were also concerned that the plan on 
public exhibition allocates only 847 dwell-
ings of the 3012 new homes to social hous-
ing (compared to 749 social housing homes 
currently on the site), and 227 to afforda-
ble housing. At the same time, the process 
means that valuable land located close to 
services, shops and employment and edu-
cation opportunities will be transferred 
from public to private ownership. This 
would be a missed opportunity to provide 
more people who are experiencing or at 
risk of homelessness, or who are on the 
long waitlist for social housing, with a place 
to call home. Our submission therefore 
called for an increase in the proportion of 
homes allocated to social and affordable 
housing, in line with recommendations put 
forward by the City of Sydney, Shelter NSW 
and TUNSW. 
 

A huge thank you to the Social Justice 
Team.  

mailto:social.justice@vinnies.org.au
mailto:social.justice@vinnies.org.au
https://www.refugeeweek.org.au/
https://www.refugeeweek.org.au/
https://action.refugeecouncil.org.au/rw_events
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UPCOMING SOCIAL JUSTICE EVENTS 

Modern Slavery Webinar and Launch:  Tuesday 26th 
July, 12pm 

Over 40 million people are enslaved in the world today. In Aus-
tralia, it is estimated that around 15,000 people are living in con-
ditions of modern slavery. Actions taken by organisations and 
individuals can increase the risk of slavery, but we can also work 
together to eradicate it. 

Under the Modern Slavery Act 2018, Vinnies works to assess and 
prevent the risk of modern slavery in our operations and supply 
chains. Our latest Modern Slavery Statement will be submitted to 
the Federal Government in July. 

Join us for an online webinar at 12pm, 26th of July, to find out 
more about what slavery looks like in Australia, what can be 
done for people we encounter who may be at risk of or experi-

encing slavery, and what Vinnies and members of the Australian 
Catholic Anti-Slavery Taskforce are doing to shine a light on this 
issue.  

Register at vinniesmodernslaveryworkshop.eventbrite.com.au  

 

Rosalis Rendu Forum: 20 October, 6pm 

Our climate is changing dramatically. Over the last few years, our 
communities have endured more frequent and severe weather 
events including devastating floods, droughts, bushfires and 
heatwaves. St Vincent de Paul Society NSW members, volunteers 
and employees are on hand to help people in our communities 
during major emergencies and walk alongside people as they 
recover and rebuild their lives. As each disaster unfolds, we have 
seen more clearly how it is marginalised people and communities 
who are impacted the most. How then should we respond to the 
challenges of climate change to avoid widening inequality, and 
build resilience amongst those most at risk? 

Join us for our annual Rosalie Rendu Forum on 20 October 2022 
to hear from academic experts and those who’ve lived through 
recent disasters to discuss what’s needed to avoid the worst in-
justices of climate change, and better protect those most likely to 
feel its impact.  

Register at rosalierendu2022.eventbrite.com.au . 

https://vinniesmodernslaveryworkshop.eventbrite.com.au/
https://rosalierendu2022.eventbrite.com.au/
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Housing highlighted at Social Justice Forum 

Tuesday 31 May 2022 
St Vincent de Paul Society members from across the state converged on Mary 
MacKillop Place in North Sydney for a day of advocacy and connection as part 
of the 2022 Social Justice Forum. 

Initially scheduled to take place last October only for the COVID-19 Delta vari-
ant to force most of NSW into lockdown, the belated event presented mem-
bers and social justice advocates with the opportunity to take a broader look 
at the factors that lead people to seek assistance and discuss the Society’s so-
cial justice priorities. 

Beginning proceedings with a Welcome to Country from Yvonne Weldon and a 
spiritual reflection by Sister Carmel Hanson, an opening address from Brooke 
Simmons, Vice President Social Justice, highlighted the opportunities for 
change presented by the recent Federal Election. 

Jack de Groot, St Vincent de Paul Society NSW CEO, facilitate a panel discussion on working to shape more just and compassionate 
communities. Speakers included Jihad Dib MP (NSW Member for Lakemba), Father Peter Smith (Promoter of Justice and Peace for 
the Archdiocese of Sydney) and Alice Salomon (Uniting). 

Break-out sessions were held on issues including the Uluru State-
ment from the Heart, responding to domestic violence and coercive 
control, understanding climate equity and natural disasters, centring 
the voices of people with lived experience, and building local rela-
tionships for change. 

Having launched the ‘Build Homes, Build Hope’ campaign at the pre-
vious Social Justice Forum in 2019, the afternoon session focussed on 
the Society’s continued call for governments to increase the supply 
of social housing. 

John Engeler, Shelter NSW CEO, provided a snapshot on the state of 
social housing in NSW, followed by a presentation from Michelle 
Fonti on the actions taken by the Society during the last three years 
of the ‘Build Homes, Build Hope’ campaign. 

Members concluded the day by discussing campaign actions in the lead-

up to the State Budget and NSW Election in 2023. One action agreed up-

on was a campaign to send handwritten letters to Dominic Perrottet, eve-

ry day, leading up to the NSW Election in March. 

To find out more about our advocacy work, con-

tact: social.justice@vinnies.org.au. 
 

javascript:void(location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(115,111,99,105,97,108,46,106,117,115,116,105,99,101,64,118,105,110,110,105,101,115,46,111,114,103,46,97,117))
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Member Support for Compliance 

St Vincent de Paul Society NSW is a committed registered child-
safe organisation. So that we can meet this commitment, we have 
developed support for Members. So, the following compliances 
are required for all Members, volunteers, and employees:  

• NSW Working With Children’s Check (renewed every 5 
years) 

• Police Check (renewed every 3 years 

• Vinnies NSW Child Safe Famliarisation Training (renewed 
every 2 years). 

Need assistance applying for your online Police Check? 

Membership and Community Engagement staff across Metro Re-
gion, attend some Vinnies Support Centres (VSCs) to assist Mem-
bers apply for their online Police Checks. Thank you to the VSC 
Coordinators for opening their doors for this offer which is open 
to all Members and many have taken up the offer so far.  

Other dates will be allocated at other VSCs and be communicated 
to President for their Members. 

Members then simply RSVP to Paul Longobardi (Metro Member-
ship and Community Engagement Coordinator) with name, time 
preferences, Conference. He then confirms directions and details 
including the ID documents required to bring 

Vinnies Support Centre Coordinators are also able to assist -
contact your local person. 

Co-Members in Conferences who have acquired their Police 
Check online are a great resource and can assist. 

Applying for Background Checks 

• Instruction documents are available – just ask your Confer-
ence President or your Membership and Community En-
gagement Coordinator 

Online Police Check 

• Go to: https://svdpnswsydneyarch.nationalcrimecheck.com.au/   

You’ll be asked to enter a Site Code which is Sydney Arch 

• Results go to Vinnies.  

• Once applied, advise your Membership and Community 
Engagement Coordinator 

• We will track your application and advise you when it is 
processed along with the expiry date.  

• Your clearance number and expiry date will be added to 

your Society records. 
  

Working With Children’s Check (WWCC) 

Go to http://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/ 

Once a new or renewed WWC is received: 

• Results go to you. 

• Once received, advise your President and Paul Longobardi 
-WWCC number, expiry date and confirm your date of 
birth. 

• We then use these details to verify and register you with 
The Office of Children’s Guardian as Vinnies NSW volun-
teer. Any other organisation for which someone volunteers 
needs to do the same.  

• Your WWCC clearance number, expiry date and verifica-
tion date will be added to your Society records. 

 
Vinnies NSW Child Safe Famliarisation Training 

 
Online- Vinnies Learning Centre 

Instructions are available. Log in to your account: https://
vinnieslearningcentre.litmos.com.au/account/Login  
 
Extra Support for Members: 

Available for Members only has been Face-to-face training 

• these have been offered to Regional Councils and most 
have held sessions, some still to come and some yet to be 
set- Presidents are kept updated and offered opportunities 
for Members. These will conclude soon. Session are Covid-
appropriate in terms of numbers, seating and on entry, 
and attendees are requested to have a RAT test in the 24 
hours prior. 

Zoom sessions  

• As used previously during Covid, these will be scheduled to 
continue to support Member compliance.  

 

 

NEED HELP WITH POLICE CHECK OR WWCC? CONTACT 

THE MEMBERSHIP AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

STAFF WHO CANSUPPORT YOU AT YOUR LOCAL VSC!  

 

Contact Lauraine Steward  - Member & Comm Engagement Coordinator 
Mobile 0437 403 516 or Lauraine.Steward@vinnies.org.au  

 

Need to update 

your details 

https://svdpnswsydneyarch.nationalcrimecheck.com.au/
http://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/
https://vinnieslearningcentre.litmos.com.au/account/Login
https://vinnieslearningcentre.litmos.com.au/account/Login
mailto:Lauraine.Steward@vinnies.org.au

