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As we come to the end of the year, I thought I would share with 
you a lovely interaction I had recently. 

This week I had the opportunity to sit for a meal with many of the 
visitors to our van service. On the first Tuesday of every month, 
the Grill’d Burger closes their restaurant in the city, and serves 
visitors to our vans a meal of their choosing for free. Our guests 
order whatever meal they want, and when the food is ready, it is 
bought to their table. 

For many of our guests there, this is one of the only times they get 
to sit in a restaurant, order whatever they want, and have 
someone serve them at their table. The place was absolutely 
packed! There were people sitting in groups and pairs, enjoying 
their meals but also enjoying the social connection and inclusion 
that the night invited.  

As I was eating my meal, I had the privilege of meeting a man who 
has been a regular visitor to our van service over the years. He had 
been homeless for many years. He told me that visiting the van 
was more than about the meal, that the social connection, the 
feeling that he mattered was worth more than the meal. Through 
his visits to the van he had been connected to a conference who 

had continued to support him. With members’ support, he’s been 
able to find and furnish a house and now has a job. The pride he 
had in himself was just incredible. He was so grateful for the role 
that Vinnies had played in his life. He said ‘When you are 
homeless, you just feel sad, and like you have no purpose. But you 
helped me, and now I have a job, and I love it.’  

He described so perfectly, the ‘hand up’ mission of the Society and 
the work of Members all over the state.  It is a testament to the 
work that you do each day. I know that stories like these are the 
reason we all do this work. I hope that each of you has a 

wonderful Christmas and New Year.  

Thank you for the work you do, and for 
the profound impact you have on the 
lives of so many people in our 
community.  

I look forward to working with you 
again next year to continue the mission 
and work of the Society.  

Kate Lee, Regional Director 

Metropolitan      

After six and a half years of leading the St Vincent de Paul Society 
NSW, Jack de Groot is leaving to take up the position of Executive 
Director of Catholic Schools for the Diocese of Parramatta. 

Our State President, Paul Burton, thanked Jack for his commitment 
and dedication to the role over this time, and for his leadership of 
the organisation.  

“He has focused on building the organisation’s capacity to deliver 
on its mission of assisting people experiencing poverty and 
disadvantage. Jack also led a transformation of the organisation’s 
governance and management structures and delivered an 
ambitious strategic plan and moved us to a position of financial 
sustainability.  

“I commend Jack’s professionalism and the personal courtesy he 
has afforded me in the time I have been involved at State Council. 
However, most of all, the friendship and integrity evident at all 
levels of our personal and professional engagement,” Mr Burton 
said.  

Reflecting on his time with the Society, Jack said, “I am in daily 
admiration of what the Society achieves every day for people in 

need throughout NSW - this is done humbly with an unrelenting 
focus on the dignity of each woman, man, and young person we 
serve. The interactions are so often characterised by love, 
compassion, and respect.  

“I am thankful for the opportunity to lead and learn from so many 
colleagues, many with passions that are life-long including so 
many of the members and volunteers who have given multiple 
decades to the cause of the Society's imperative to give a hand-up. 
And this includes our staff whose compassionate professional care, 
pursuit of quality and unyielding sense of service is a source of 
pride.” 

Jack concluded, “The people we serve 
invite us into their lives at times of 
extraordinary vulnerability. They do 
reflect the face of God’s enduring love for 
our human condition. They show us not 
only humanity but hospitality, love, and 
humour.” 

Thanks from all of us Jack. All the best for the future! 

Regional Director Metropolitan - Kate Lee’s Message 

Thank you Jack 
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GET UP!  STAND UP!  SHOW UP! 

“Ngara” – Listen, Hear, Think 

We are so proud to move forward with the second 

Metropolitan Sydney Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP). 

The RAP Committee has representation from all areas of 

the Society – First Nations peoples, Members, Retail and 

logistics, Services and Membership, Volunteer and Regional 

Operation Reps. 

To read more on the RAP and find information on various 

items such as ‘Guiding Principles’, ‘Cultural Protocols’, 

‘Community Engagement Plans’ and ‘Gan Na Cultural 

Awareness eLearning Training’, please have a look at our 

Reconciliation page on MAVS: https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/

cultural-competency-framework/  

To view a short video of the event, visit here. 

 

Blacktown VSC Donations  

https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/cultural-competency-framework/
https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/cultural-competency-framework/
https://youtu.be/6-n54u-MW-A
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Vinnies Community Sleepout 

Vinnies Assist—13 18 12 

Western Sydney Vinnies Community Sleepout 2022 
 
Our combined Western Sydney & Central Coast Community Sleepout 
was attended by over 60 people this year, which was a wonderful 
result for an online event. 
 
Western Sydney raised approximately $36,000 in funds. Thank you to 
all our fundraisers and donors. 
 
Vikram Pitre hosted the event and took us through the many statis-
tics and facts around homelessness. We heard from the Vinnies Sup-
port Centres in Western Sydney as well as from keynote speaker Ber-
nard Fehon, CEO of Fehon Strategy and Design, and Founder of the 
Vinnies CEO Sleepout that has inspired the worldwide CEO Sleepout 
movement. 
 
It was a fabulous opportunity for us all to connect online and in spirit, 
even though we were physically distanced, and to share in solidarity 
our desire to address homelessness in any way we can. 
 
Thanks one and all! 
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Nepean region celebrates Frederic Ozanam feast 
 

On Friday 9th September, members of the Nepean region gathered at 

St Nicholas of Myra parish, in Penrith to celebrate our founder’s feast 

day.  

We had Mass at 7PM, celebrated by Penrith Parish Priest Fr Joe Man-

jaly. After that, members gathered in the parish hall for a celebration.  

The evening began with a special surprise – the awarding of a lifetime 

membership award by Anne Stanfield to Anthony Ruzgas, ex Nepean 

President.  

Anthony is a longstanding member of the Society and has contributed 

significantly over the years and continues to do so. We congratulate 

Anthony and thank him for his excellent service to the Society and 

community. 

Kate Scholl and Anne Stanfield talked to the members about the 

“wraparound program” under SAFH for the Amelie Housing project in 

Penrith. The formalities ended with a couple of short speeches and the 

members then shared in a meal together.  

 

 

 

 

 

The evening was made fun by a guest DJ, Gerard Jansen of St 

Clair parish, who donated his time generously. The members 

then hit the dance floor! 

By the Grace of God, hopefully we can make this an annual 

event. 

Anthony receiving his award from Anne Stanfield 

Anthony wearing his lifetime membership pin. 
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Nepean region celebrates Frederic Ozanam feast—continued 
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BLUE MOUNTAINS’ CONFERENCES CELEBRATE FREDERIC OZANAM. 

Members from Vinnies’ Conferences in the Blue Mountains 
celebrated the feast of Bl. Frederic Ozanam on September 9 
with a special Mass and lunch in Katoomba. Members from 
all conferences from Emu Plains to Blackheath joined to-
gether to give thanksgiving for the life of Bl. Frederic 
Oxanam.  

 

A special Mass was celebrated by Fr John McSweeney, PP., 
Mary MacKillop Parish, Upper Blue Mountains, where three 
new members were welcomed into the Society by Regional 
President, Garry Pursehouse. Karen Edwards, Eve Gerzabek 
and Jenny Ingram [photo below] were presented with their 
name badges, a candle and copy of the Rule. A fourth new 
member, Elaine Manners was unable to be present. Fr. John 
led all in a special blessing over the new members in the 
ministry of Jesus of inclusivity, accompaniment and restora-
tion; three things in imitation of our founders, Bl. Frederic 
Ozanam and Rosalie Rendu. 

 
 
 

New Members: Jenny Edwards, Eve Gerzabek and Jenny In-
gram receive a special blessing from Fr John McSweeney. 

 

The Gospel passage at Mass was from Matthew’s account 
of the Last Judgement, where we are reminded that acts of 
charity when made to the least among us, are made to Je-
sus. Prayers included those for Pope Francis who teaches us 
that the task of all Christians as Christ’s disciples “is to con-
tinue to proclaim the Gospel in words and in deeds”. 

Symbols of a loaf of bread and a glass of water, fundamen-

tal of service and hospitality, stood below icons of St Vin-
cent de Paul and Bl Frederic Ozanam.  

 

After Mass, Katoomba Conference members acknowledged 
the contribution that the St Canices Katoomba Mini Vinnies 
group make to their Conference and the wider Society by 
presenting the children with a Certificate of Appreciation. 
This small group of young students recently raised funds for 
the Society’s Flood Appeal. They also make a huge contribu-
tion every year to the Mary MacKillop Conference’s Winter 
and Christmas Appeals. 

 

St Canice’s Mini Vinnies Group with teacher / leader Alison 
Morley 
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BLUE MOUNTAINS’ CONFERENCES CELEBRATE FREDERIC OZANAM. 

The Gospel passage at Mass was from Matthew’s account of the Last Judgement, where we are reminded that acts of 
charity when made to the least among us, are made to Jesus. Prayers included those for Pope Francis who teaches us 
that the task of all Christians as Christ’s disciples “is to continue to proclaim the Gospel in words and in deeds”. 

Symbols of a loaf of bread and a glass of water, fundamental of service and hospitality, stood below icons of St Vincent 
de Paul and Bl Frederic Ozanam.  

After Mass, Katoomba Confer-
ence members acknowledged 
the contribution that the St 
Canices Katoomba Mini Vinnies 
group make to their Conference 
and the wider Society by pre-
senting the children with a Cer-
tificate of Appreciation. This 
small group of young students 
recently raised funds for the 
Society’s Flood Appeal. They 
also make a huge contribution 
every year to the Mary MacKil-
lop Conference’s Winter and 
Christmas Appeals. 

Mass to celebrate our founder 
has been two years in the plan-
ning, having twice been a 
“Covid Casualty”. So Katoomba 
members were even more over-
joyed to finally join with other 
Conference members from the 
Blue Mountains to complete the 
celebration with a hearty and 
most enjoyable lunch in a near-
by hostelry. 

The celebration of the Feast of Blessed Frederic Ozanam reminded us that the way that we can truly make a difference is 
through our actions.  

The life of Frederic is still relevant for us in 2022. We were inspired by the words of Leo Tucker who wrote that “Frederic 
Ozanam may continue to guide our Society in hearing and understanding the cry of poverty and need, and help us faith-
fully serve in compassionate love.”  [Leo Tucker | Executive Director - Mission and Spirituality Sept 8, 2022]  

 

Russell F. Smith. 

Conference President. 

Mary MacKillop Conference, 

Katoomba. 

Blue Mountains Vincentians, old and new, with 
Fr. John and Regional President, Garry  
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Matthew Talbot Conference 

Members Volunteering Opportunities  
Play a vital role in enabling the Society to provide services and support to people experiencing disadvantage. Making a positive differ-
ence in the journey of our community members.  

Volunteering opportunities at Matt Talbot Hostel (MTH)and Ozanam Learning Centre (OLC), as a Dining Room Attendant, in the 
kitchen at MTH and in a Community Support role at OLC.  Please emails MetroMembers@vinnies.org.au to apply or further infor-
mation. 

 

 Vinnies Awareness and Recruitment 

We have general plans and resources that can be tailored to meet the needs and wants of a Conference. Details and options can be 
discussed: 

• for a Parish-based (including local schools) cam-
paign 

• for a Vinnies’ information table at a local shop-
ping centre (and maybe a list of items should anyone 
like to buy an item whilst shopping and donate it). 

For both, we have Vinnies’ banners and table cloths 
and various promotional material 

Just email MetroMembers@vinnies.org.au for fur-
ther information.  

On Sunday, 29 May, the Members gathered at Matthew Talbot Hostel for a beautiful Mass, Confer-

ence  meeting and enjoyed lunch together.  If you’re interested in joining the Matt Talbot Confer-

ence or would like further details, please contact Paul.Longobardi@vinnies.org.au  

mailto:MetroMembers@vinnies.org.au
mailto:MetroMembers@vinnies.org.au
mailto:Paul.Longobardi@vinnies.org.au
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 Schools’ Busking for Vinnies in Parramatta Centenary Square   

Schools’ Busking for Vinnies in Parramatta Centenary 
Square 

After a COVID hiatus, the annual ‘Parramatta Lunch Time Musical 
Performances’ have resumed to the delight of Metropolitan Vin-
nies Schools Engagement Team and the City of Parramatta Coun-
cil. With coordination efforts led by long-time Vinnies volunteer 
John Neylan, school students have once again brought forth their 
musical talents in support of the Vinnies Winter Appeal in the 
heart of Sydney’s fast growing second CBD. 

Across three days including among the Parramatta Farmers Mar-
kets, the call to ‘help Vinnies help those in need’ was on bold 
display in Centenary Square with office workers, construction 
crews, interested locals, and passers-by being encouraged to 
support Vinnies’ efforts to tackle homelessness in Western Syd-
ney. The Metropolitan Vinnies Schools Engagement Team and 
members from the Winston Hills Vinnies Conference were also 
present to provide information about Vinnies Support services. 

From Mozart to Whitney Houston, Centenary Square was a treat-
ed to hours of lively entertainment for a good cause and Vinnies 
outreach in support of people experiencing homelessness. With 
excitement from the musicians, students shaking the donation 
buckets and the even impromptu dancing in the Square, the per-
formances are arguably one of the year’s highlights. We were 
also delighted to have Andrew Charlton (Federal MP for Parra-
matta) stop by to donate and learn more about Vinnies Winter 
Appeal. 

The ‘Parramatta Lunch Time Musical Performances’ of which the 
City of Parramatta Council also generously pays Vinnies to organ-
ise school groups builds on the previous Vinnies Western Sydney 
Annual Doorknock Appeal and the original efforts of students 
from Our Lady of Mercy College (Parramatta) in the past dec-
ades. This year we were also joined by Mount Saint Benedict 
College (Pennant Hills) and Oakhill College (Castle Hill) as part of 
the annual schools’ Busking for Vinnies initiative raising $4,391. 

By Roydon Ng (Metropolitan Vinnies Schools Engagement Officer 
– Greater Western Sydney) 

August 2022 

 

 

 

Our Lady of Mercy College (Parramatta) student musicians 
performing in Centenary Square Parramatta.  

 Richmond Vinnies Conference at Bede Polding College Donations 

Our Vinnies Winter Appeal took place in Weeks 

4 and 5 of this term. Fred and Allan, from Rich-

man Conferneces collected items today and will 

distribute to those families in Hawkesbury com-

munity who are doing it tough. This was an op-

porutinty for our college to act in works of Jesus 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 

thirsty you gave me something to drink.. I was 

nake you gave me clothing (Mt 25:35-36). 

Thanks to everyone who donated items in the 

BPC community and demonstrating the Catholic 

value of generosity/  
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Western Sydney Celebrates Migrant and Refugee Sunday 

2022 Family Winter Sleepout @ Home 

Sydney Catholic Schools held the Family Winter Sleepout @Home 

once again in 2022 on Friday, 5th August. Last year, schools across 

the state raised just over $16,000 and we are hoping to make the 

2022 event bigger and better. 

The family-oriented event invited all who joined to take part phys-

ically at their schools, or virtually from home and participate in the 

events on the night. This included: preparing a meaningful card of 

hope for someone experiencing homelessness, donated snack 

supplies to Vinnies Van Services, made soup together to stay 

warm, sleeping/sitting outside with nothing but a cardboard box, 

and a final session for prayer and reflection.  

All funds and donations raised from the night went towards sup-

porting individuals and families who need it the most. 

  

Western Sydney Celebrates Migrant and Refugee Sunday 

The last Sunday in September is Migrant and Refugee Sunday and this year 
on Sunday 25th September, a wonderful afternoon tea was held at The All 
Saints of Africa Centre at Allawah St, Blacktown. 

Bishop Vincent celebrated Mass at St Patrick’s Church Blacktown before 
joining the community for the afternoon tea.  The Parramatta Diocese 
“Walking  With Refugees” Social Justice group, made up of the Parramatta 
Diocese, The Sydney Alliance, Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta, 
CMRC, Jesuit Refugee Service, House of Welcome, CatholicCare and St Vin-
cent de Paul Society, worked together to plan and assist the All Saints of 
Africa Centre in presenting the afternoon tea.   
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Vinnies Recycle Range – Selling Fast 
Every item has an impact. With the current fast pace of fashion 

consumption, nearly 6000 kilograms of clothing and textile waste 

goes to Australian landfills every 10 minutes.  

re/CYCLE is our new eco-friendly range. Made from recycled 

textiles and materials, our new circular approach means some of 

our pre-loved items along with many other diverted textiles are 

being used to create a range of classic yet colourful styles with 

minimal impact on the environment. 

The re/CYCLE range has just been refilled across 16 locations in 

metro Sydney. The range includes woven rugs, Turkish towels – 

and bathmats are a much welcome addition to our donations in 

store.  

Selling fast in all locations. This is another great initiative in 

becoming more eco-friendly in our approach to revenue building! 

Much like all items sold in our shops, profits from re/CYCLE sales 

will support people experiencing poverty, homelessness and 

hardship throughout the state. 

To find out more, visit: https://www.vinnies.org.au/page/Shops/
NSW/Vinnies_re_CYCLE_Range/  

No– Sew Fleece Blankets 
Schools across Sydney have been incredibly enthusiastic 

and eager to become involved with our new volunteer op-

portunity, whereby they ‘Prepare and Donate No-Sew 

Fleece Blankets to Vinnies Refuges’. This opportunity en-

courages students, teachers and/or parents to collaborate 

and thoughtfully put together a handmade blanket for 

women and children of our Vinnies Refuges to receive. 

By putting in the time and effort to create a warm blanket, 

our donor schools live out the vision of Vinnies by re-

specting the dignity of the people we serve and create 

something unique and thoughtful for our clients to keep for 

a very long time. 

So far, 35 no-sew fleece blankets have been prepared and 

donated by schools across Sydney and have been very well-

received this especially cold winter! Many thanks to our 

schools for your support of this initiative! 

https://www.vinnies.org.au/page/Shops/NSW/Vinnies_re_CYCLE_Range/
https://www.vinnies.org.au/page/Shops/NSW/Vinnies_re_CYCLE_Range/
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Listening to climate concerns in 

Parramatta 

As record-breaking weather events 

continue to cause havoc in our 

communities, we are seeing more 

clearly how it is people on low incomes 

who are most exposed to the risks 

posed by our changing climate. 

In Sydney, the high cost of housing 

combined with rising energy prices 

means that a growing number of 

people are paying exorbitant bills for 

homes that are too cold in winter, too 

hot in summer, or chronically mouldy – 

impacting people’s physical and mental 

health. 

To explore the many ways in which 

climate change is exacerbating 

inequality in our communities, and 

what we can do about it, this year’s 

Rosalie Rendu Forum brought 

academic and lived experience experts 

together for a lively and thought-

provoking conversation. The 

perspectives shared by our diverse 

panel members highlighted the 

importance of viewing climate change 

through a social justice lens. 

To continue this conversation, we 

partnered the Sydney Alliance and held 

two ‘listening’ events focused on 

climate and cost of living pressures in 

Bankstown and Parramatta in 

November.  

The Parramatta listening event was 

held on November 30 at Parramatta 

Mission. It provided the opportunity to 

speak directly with decision-makers 

and share perspectives on what 

changes are needed to ensure our 

changing climate doesn’t obstruct 

progress towards more just and 

compassionate communities. 

If you are interested in attending future 

Sydney Alliance events in the lead up to 

the NSW State Election in March 2023, 

please email 

Janice.Stokes@vinnies.org.au  

Housing Justice: A home for 

everyone 

Over the last two years, many 

members of the St Vincent de Paul 

Society have contributed to efforts to 

raise awareness of the need for 

significantly more social housing across 

NSW. With close to 50,000 approved 

applicants on the waitlist – over 

100,000 people – plus high and 

growing rates of homelessness, 

significantly more social homes are 

needed to ensure everyone has a place 

to call home. 

Our Build Homes, Build Hope campaign 

has called on the NSW Government to 

commit to building or acquiring 5,000 

new social housing homes per year in 

response to high and rising levels of 

need. 

In the lead up to the NSW State 

Election in March 2023, ensuring 

everyone has a place to call home will 

remain at the centre of our social 

justice advocacy.  

The St Vincent de Paul Society’s 

campaign platform, which 

was released in November, 

addresses three key 

priorities: 

• Ensuring our housing 

system delivers on the 

right to a home 

• Protecting renters through 

fairer tenancy laws 

• Funding Specialist 

Homelessness Services 

The rationale behind these specific 

priority areas is to ensure people can 

live securely in housing, support is 

available in times of hardship, and 

underlying issues that contribute to 

housing stress are remedied. 

To make sure these issues feature high 

on the next NSW Government’s priority 

list, local, member-led action is vital. 

You can get involved in the following 

ways: 

• Download and read the Society’s 

2023 Election Statement - Housing 

Justice: A Home for Everyone 

• Contribute to the Build Homes, Build 

Hope letter-writing campaign. See 

our online guide here 

• Join with other members for an MP 

or candidate meeting. The Social 

Justice Team will provide factsheets 

with statistics and data relevant to 

your area.  

• Keep an eye out for opportunities to 

attend a forum or assembly early 

next year. 

• We are working with partner 

organisations to deliver 

opportunities to take our 

recommendations directly to key 

decision-makers. 

Policy and Advocacy  

mailto:Janice.Stokes@vinnies.org.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fclick.actionnetwork.org%252fss%252fc%252fatcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDPJonOvRrSYYO7YPe3DFhja6nqZ4kOXYkEalFCdjeE1i0pAcH4ncuV_OdA5cPUr1AhdgWAx7OEoC
https://socialjustice.vinnies.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Campaign-Guide-Letter-Writing.pdf
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Climate justice: working together for a 

more equitable and sustainable future   

On Thursday 20 October 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm AEDT a 
forum was held which covered the impacts over the last 
few years and what our communities have seen our climate 
change dramatically, with more frequent and severe 
weather events including devastating floods, droughts, 
bushfires, and heatwaves. In Sydney, we have seen how the 
high cost of appropriate housing means more people have 
no choice but to pay exorbitant bills for homes that are too 
cold in winter, too hot in summer, or chronically mouldy. 

 
As St Vincent de Paul Society NSW members, volunteers 
and employees have continued to support people in our 
communities, we have seen how our changing climate is 
further marginalising people and communities who are 
already struggling. 
   
In 2021, The St Vincent de Paul Society NSW released its 
Climate Equity Social Justice Statement, affirming our 
commitment to stewardship of the earth, and our calling, 
according to The Rule, to look “beyond the immediate 
future…towards sustainable development and protection of 
the environment for the benefit of future generations”.  
 
As part of this commitment, the theme of this year’s Rosalie 
Rendu Forum is “Climate justice: working together for a 
more equitable and sustainable future”. Members  joined 
the forum on Thursday 20 October 2022 to hear from 
academic experts and those who’ve lived through recent 
disasters to discuss what’s needed to avoid the worst 
injustices of climate change, and better protect those most 
likely to feel its impact. 
 
Speakers explored ways in which disasters 
disproportionately affect communities who are already 
facing multiple complex barriers, discuss ways to build 

resilience and reduce risk as well as demonstrate the urgent 
need to address climate change.  

The  2022 Rosalie Rendu Forum was held online and 
Members where encouraged  to come together within your 
own communities in COVID-safe spaces to hold satellite 
events across New South Wales.  

Following the Forum, the St Vincent de Paul Society NSW 
will continue working in partnership with the Sydney 
Alliance to centre the voices of Western Sydney 
communities in the search for solutions to climate change-
related extreme weather and the rising cost of energy.  
 
 

https://www.vinnies.org.au/content/Document/NSW/Social%20Justice/SJ_STATEMENT_2021_CLIMATE%20EQUITY_03.pdf
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 Please ASSIST A STUDENT 
The Assist A Student program gives you the opportunity to 

provide funding to support the education of a student in one of 

our partner countries for one year.   

In many Asia Pacific countries, poverty excludes individuals from 

reaching their full potential by being a barrier to opportunities, 

including accessing education.   

Your donation of $100 or more will make all the difference for a 

primary, secondary or tertiary student in one of our partner 

countries. 

Think of the great opportunities that you or you Conference can 

make in bringing education into the reach of young people around 

the world. 

Naw* is 22 years old and lives 

with her Aunt while attending 

West Yangon University in 

Myanmar. 

She is studying Translation and 

Interpretation, as well as 

Burmese, Short Stories, Poetry 

and Drama, English and 

Communication Skills. 

Naw knows that an education 

will help her “earn money and I, 

too, will support others”. 

 

Andre* is in 3rd grade and lives in 

Indonesia with his family.  

He likes playing football and wants to 

become a policeman one day.  He likes 

helping his parents and goes to Sunday 

School.  

Andre says “thank you and God Bless 

all the people who have helped me.” 

 

Nur* is in Year 12 and studies at a 

Vocational High School in Bandung, 

Indonesia. She lives with her 

mother who has recently lost her 

job.  

Nur says that the support “helps 

her mother to worry less about 

fees”. Nur wants to be a Tour 

Director and travel around the 

world.  She thanks all donors to the 

Assist A Student program who help 

young people to achieve their 

goals. 

*all names have been changed 
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Member Support for Compliance 

St Vincent de Paul Society NSW is a committed registered child-

safe organisation. So that we can meet this commitment, we 

have developed support for Members. So, the following 

compliances are required for all Members, volunteers, and 

employees:  

• NSW Working With Children’s Check (renewed every 5 years) 

• Police Check (renewed every 3 years) 

• Vinnies NSW Child Safe Famliarisation Training (renewed 

every 2 years). 

Need assistance applying for your online Police Check? 

Membership and Community Engagement staff across Metro 

Region, attend some Vinnies Support Centres (VSCs) to assist 

Members apply for their online Police Checks. Thank you to the 

VSC Coordinators for opening their doors for this offer which is 

open to all Members and many have taken up the offer so far.  

Other dates will be allocated at other VSCs and be 

communicated to President for their Members. 

Members then simply RSVP to Lauraine.Steward@vinnies.org.au 

Member and Community Engagement Coordinator) with name, 

time preferences, Conference. He then confirms directions and 

details including the ID documents required to bring 

Vinnies Support Centre Coordinators are also able to assist -

contact your local person. 

Co-Members in Conferences who have acquired their Police 

Check online are a great resource and can assist. 

Applying for Background Checks 

• Instruction documents are available – just ask your 

Conference President or your Membership and Community 

Engagement Coordinator. 

Online Police Check 

• Go to: https://svdpmetroregion.nationalcrimecheck.com.au/ 

• You’ll be asked to enter a Site Code which is ‘Sydney Arch 

• Results go to Vinnies.  

• Once applied, advise your Membership and Community 
Engagement Coordinator 

 

 

• We will track your application and advise you when it is 
processed along with the expiry date.  

• Your clearance number and expiry date will be added to your 

Society records. 

Working With Children’s Check (WWCC) 

Go to http://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/ 

Once a new or renewed WWC is received: 

• Results go to you. 

• Once received, advise your President and Paul Longobardi -
WWCC number, expiry date and confirm your date of birth. 

• We then use these details to verify and register you with The 
Office of Children’s Guardian as Vinnies NSW volunteer. Any 
other organisation for which someone volunteers needs to 
do the same.  

• Your WWCC clearance number, expiry date and verification 
date will be added to your Society records. 

 
Vinnies NSW Child Safe Famliarisation Training 

Online- Vinnies Learning Centre: Instructions are available. Log in 

to your account: https://vinnieslearningcentre.litmos.com.au/

account/Login  

Extra Support for Members: 

Face-to-face training is offered to Regional Councils.   

• Please contact MetroMembers@vinnies.org.au if you have a 
group of 10+ Members or Volunteers from your region.  A 
preferred location, date and time can then be arranged. 

 
Zoom training sessions 

• Several zoom sessions at varying times are offered each 
week. 

• We require 5+ attendees to run these sessions. 

ON A MONTHLY BASIS CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS WILL RE-

CEIVE A STATUS UPDATE OF EACH MEMBER’S, POLICE 

CHECK, WWCC AND CHILD SAFE TRAINING COMPLAINCES. 

RSVP /Register or for further information email - Member & 

Community Engagement Coordinator 

Email: MetroMembers@vinnies.org.au 

https://svdpmetroregion.nationalcrimecheck.com.au/
http://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/
https://vinnieslearningcentre.litmos.com.au/account/Login
https://vinnieslearningcentre.litmos.com.au/account/Login
mailto:MetroMembers@vinnies.org.au
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Reminder to Members 

We are constantly updating our records in the 

Society People system. Update Vinnies any time 

however on a Quarterly basis we will continue 

to send a spreadsheet called Membership verifi-

cation details to your conference President  to 

check.   

Have you changed any of the following recently? 

• phone number and email address 

• membership status and Conference 

• address 

• changes to first/last name 

Have you left the Society and are still receiving 

information? Please let us know by contacting 

your Member and Community Engagement Co-

ordinator at: Lauraine.Steward@vinnies.org.au 

MAVS Platform 

Have you visited the Member and Volunteer Support website? 

This site exists to share resources, news, contacts, and events with our members 

and volunteers. We want to provide members and volunteers with the tools, 

information and resources that will assist you in your service. 

https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/home/  

We really want to know what you like and want in the Member and Volunteer 

online resources platform. Sydney Central Council has its own page: 

https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/conferences/Sydney-central-council/  

For requested updates, please email Lauraine.Steward@vinnies.org.au. 

There are also lots of other updates happening on MAVS which you can check in on 

anytime here: 

https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/mavs-latest-updates/  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

MATTHEW TALBOT HOSTEL 

OZANAM LEARNING CENTRE 

Calling all Members and Volunteers. The Matthew Talbot Hostel and Ozanam 

Learning Centre are seeking your support in their good works assisting the 

homeless and vulnerable people of Sydney. 

The three types of roles available are: 

Community Support Volunteer—Ozanam Learning Centre (weekdays 10am-4pm) 

• Greeting and assisting all who visit the Centre 

• Handling phone enquiries and providing administrative support 

Dining Room Attendant—Matthew Talbot Hostel (weekends only) 

• Capacity to lift e.g. chairs onto tables, trays of cutlery 

• Helping to set, clear and clean tables 

Kitchen Support Attendant—Matthew Talbot Hostel (weekends only) 

• Assisting in preparing, serving and clearing tea service 

• Assisting with vegetable preparations 

If you are interested in lending a hand and would like to find out more, please 

contact the Volunteer Engagement Coordinator—Metro, Christopher Stevens at 

Christopher.Stevens@vinnies.org.au  

 

THANK YOU 
  

https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/home/
https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/conferences/broken-bay-central-council/
https://mavs.vinnies.org.au/mavs-latest-updates/
mailto:Christopher.Stevens@vinnies.org.au

